Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the e-News for

Friday 24th June 2022


We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support please do get in touch.
Claire’s Contemplation

It’s often a source of intrigue as to how ‘The Vicar’ spends her/his time during the course of a week. I would say there is no such thing as an average week, however there are things which occur regularly, and then other things which occur occasionally; apart from morning and evening prayer, which is standard each day as part of the discipline of a sacramental life. And so, to offer a small insight, the following is an overview of ministry over the last week: 
Sunday: 

· Two services, Brookfield 9.30am and then Stainton 11.00am for which a sermon needed to be prepared (sermons can take anything to write, from a couple of hours to perhaps 4 or 5).
· Two visits to parishioners to give Holy Communion and offer pastoral care. 

· Quick check for any urgent emails, and a quick read of the Church Times.
· Reading of documents in preparation for the Diocesan meetings this coming week 
Monday: 

· Setting up for Baby & Toddler Group and running it at Brookfield, then packing down afterwards, leaving it clean and tidy for the next group. 

· Funeral visit to the family of the deceased, to arrange a funeral at Hilton; followed by discussions and negotiations with the funeral director on various aspects of the funeral, including details of the Order of Service, hymns, and Bible reading. 

· Eight emails replied to, and several others checked with accompanying documents to read to varying degrees.
Tuesday: 

· Ten emails responded to and several others checked.
· Clergy Chapter meeting at Ingleby Barwick Church (monthly meeting of Clergy to update and discuss Deanery issues and other issues pertaining to Clergy). 

· Archdeaconry Working Party in Helmsley regarding discussions as to the future ministry in that area.
· Visit to a parishioner.

Wednesday: 

· Attendance at the Diocesan Property Committee at Diocesan House on the edge of York. 

· Running the After-School Club at Hemlington Hall Academy.
· Emails checked, a couple responded to and accompanying document reading 

· A couple of phone calls regarding various issues.
Thursday: 

· 8.30am Alarm Engineer arrives to service the house alarm.
· Ten emails responded to.
· Attendance at the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee (via zoom) so time saved not having to travel to York and back again this week.
· Re-arranging files in my study to make space for other files.
· Accompanying the temporary administrator to the parish office and beginning to filter out unnecessary documents on the plurality computer, including a short  training session with her.
· Take my hound Billy for a walk.
· Writing this newsletter article. 

· Funeral preparation for the funeral on Monday, including writing the sermon, organising the order of service and putting all the relevant parts in (i.e. the Eulogy).
· Liaising with the funeral director regarding logistics and timings.
· Other phone calls regarding various issues.
Friday (day off): 

· Take my hound Billy for his yearly injections to the vet in Saltburn, followed by a walk on the beach. 

· Visiting my sister for her birthday.
· Gardening to try to reduce the persistent weeds and tidy up the (dead) plants.
· House work, including catching up with the washing and ironing.

Saturday: 

· Double baptism at Brookfield.
· Meeting a colleague at St Timothy’s regarding possible relocation of the font.
· Meeting with the family of a baptism candidate for baptism preparation. 

· Writing sermon for Sunday.
​

Next week I will continue with what’s in the diary, so you can see the variation. Hope you’ve found this helpful and insightful (and there might have been a glass or two of wine or gin thrown in along the way, and catching up with the soaps!) 

Revd Claire

 ______________________________________________________________

Services in our Churches this week
On Sunday 26th June 2022 (Trinity 2) there will be services of Holy Communion, led by our Vicar, as follows:

Hilton: 

at 8.00am; 
Brookfield: 
at 9.30am; and 

Stainton:

at 11.00am.

On Wednesday 29th June 2022 there will be a Service of Holy Communion at 10.00am at Brookfield Church led by our Vicar, Revd Claire Todd.


On Sunday 3rd July 2022 (Trinity 3) there will be a Joint Church Family (Plurality) service of Holy Communion at Stainton Church at 10.am led by our Vicar.
NOTE: There will NOT be services at Hilton or Brookfield on that day.
____________________________

If you are unable to join us for the service on Sunday 26th June 2022 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.
___________________________

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday Trinity 2 which is given by the Revd Canon Michael Smith, Acting Dean of York Minster. Dean Michael reflects on the Gospel set for Trinity 2 - Luke 9:51-end. You can find the Reflection at this link.
 ________________________________________________________________
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Please continue to pray for Ukraine
Here is some prayer guidance from the Christian Charity Tearfund. 

Pray for people affected by the violence
· That people still in Ukraine will be protected from the violence; that there will be provision of essential supplies, such as food and clean water. Pray for vulnerable people who cannot flee, for example those with disabilities or the elderly.
· That refugees will find safe places to stay; pray that host communities will welcome refugees with compassion, and that there will be support for all in need. 
· For healing for people who are wounded or have experienced trauma; and comfort for those who are grieving.
Pray for those in positions of leadership
· That leaders on both sides will be filled with compassion, wisdom, calm and a desire for peace. 
· That world leaders will balance responding to the injustice of the invasion with seeking ways to build bridges, de-escalate tensions, and restore global security.
Pray for the church
· That the church in the Ukraine, Russia and across the wider region will be a voice for peace; and that they will have the resources they need to help people who are vulnerable.
· That the church and other organisations around the world will have the courage and conviction to speak out against aggression and injustice.
· That God’s power will be revealed through the church in this situation – bringing a message of love and hope in the midst of the darkness.
Pray for the global impact 
· The crisis in Ukraine is already leading to a significant rise in the price of food and fuel. It is likely that this will get worse. Economically poorer countries are disproportionately affected by shocks such as this. Pray that food and fuel prices will stabilise, and that provision will be made for countries in a vulnerable position. 
Pray for peace
· That there will be an immediate end to the violence; that peace will come sooner than anyone could have expected or hoped for.
· That diplomatic solutions will be found that will lead to lasting peace in the region.
· That people who have fled will be able to return home, and that what has been destroyed will be rebuilt.
· For strength for individuals and organisations in Ukraine, Russia and the region who are working for peace at local, national and regional levels. 
(*) Source: From the Tearfund website at this link.

 ___________________________________________________________
Leading Your Church into Growth

Can we remind you that it would be really good to use the LYCiG "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

God of mission, Who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give:
· Vision to our planning, 

· Wisdom to our actions, 

· Joy to our worship, and 
· Power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to You and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
Clergy Support
Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd
Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield Middlesbrough TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984             
E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's usual day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

With all good wishes to you
Bob Ardley 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane,  
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
Extra for Friday 2022-06-24
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