Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the e-News for

Friday 17th June 2022


We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support please do get in touch.
Claire’s Contemplation

This week we return to something called ‘Ordinary Time’ in our church’s calendar. These are periods in the year when there is no big festival or commemoration taking place. However, our Gospel reading this week is no ordinary story. We learn about a man being possessed by demons and Jesus casting them out. We need to be very careful with this story as there has been much abuse and misunderstanding in certain factions of the Christian faith across the world in using this story, particularly towards those with mental health problems.

The story even involves the man, tormented by demons pleading with Jesus not to torment him, as Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. There are several aspects to this story, including the demons recognising Jesus as the Son of the Most High God; being afraid to be sent back into the abyss; and the demons obeying Jesus. So here we learn that even demons recognise the authority of Jesus, recognise who he was, and this is in direct contrast to the Jewish authorities, who failed to recognise who Jesus was. The demons were capable of fear; this is evident in being afraid to be sent back into the abyss, a dark place which they did not wish to return to. And the demons obeyed Jesus. It could be argued that Jesus even showed the demons pity and compassion in giving them permission to enter a large herd of swine instead. One might feel sorry for the swine, as they immediately rushed down to the steep bank of the lake and were drowned. 

The man was restored and healed, being in his right mind and sitting at the feet of Jesus, and now it was the people’s turn to be afraid. Jesus sends the healed man home to declare how much God has done for him, and in effect he became an evangelist. 

It is a dramatic story, and one involving many questions and points for discussion and debate. And one of the things God has bestowed upon us is the freedom to choose, to form opinions, values and morals, at least in our western culture. Our very nature as humans is naturally swayed by many things, tempted by many things, and indeed many of those things are harmful to us. Christian discipleship is a long process, a life-long process. Life with Jesus in all of its fullness involves the highs and lows, addressing our own personal demons and fighting against all that hinders our Christian journey. Each day we need to pray for the strength and determination to resist all that is not good for us in our lives where we are possibly able, and to seek to grow in compassion and mercy for those who are tormented by something, those who feel overtaken by their own demons. And we can boldly remember that even the demons recognised Jesus, and were obedient to Him.

Revd Claire

 ______________________________________________________________

Services in our Churches this week
On Sunday 19th June 2022 (Trinity 1) there will be services as follows:

Hilton: 

at 9.30am, Morning Praise, led by Joan Mason, Reader at Stainton;
Brookfield: 
at 9.30am Holy Communion led by our Vicar, Revd Claire Todd; and
Stainton:

at 11.00am, Holy Communion, also led by our Vicar.
 

On Wednesday 22nd June 2022 there will be a Service of Holy Communion at 10.00am at Brookfield Church led by our Vicar, Revd Claire Todd.

On Sunday 26th June 2022 (Trinity 2) there will be services of Holy Communion, led by our Vicar, as follows:

Hilton: 

at 8.00am; 
Brookfield: 
at 9.30am; and 

Stainton:

at 11.00am.

____________________________

If you are unable to join us for the service on Pentecost Sunday 19th June 2022 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.
___________________________ 


Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Trinity Sunday which is given by the Revd Dr Jenny Wright, Chaplain to the Archbishop of York. Jenny reflects on “Refugee Week” which begins this coming Sunday. You can find the Reflection at this link.
 ________________________________________________________________
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Please continue to pray for Ukraine
Here is some prayer guidance from the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE). 

1. Ask to see God’s glory amid great struggle. God often uses very serious situations to draw people to himself. Pray that he would be glorified through the people of Ukraine who are following him.
2. Pray for God’s peace to be a source of strength. Pray for the workers there — both expat and Ukrainians to be comforted by God’s shalom peace. Pray that they would have opportunities to share with others because they do not trust in governments, but in God.
3. Pray for God’s protection. Pray for the safety of people on both sides of this border. Ask God for their physical protection but also their spiritual protection — ask him to help people seek the truth during the conflict.
4. Ask God for comfort. As the war continues from the 2014 Russian invasion of the Crimea region, the thought of more intense war seems overwhelming to the many families who have already lost fathers and sons.
5. Ask God to intervene. Pray for wisdom as world leaders manoeuvre, strategize and speak out. Pray that God would move in their hearts and guide their steps and plans.
6. Pray that Ukraine and Russia would be places without corruption. Pray for leaders of both countries to know God’s truth and peace and be transformed by his Holy Spirit, that they would seek to lead their countries in the way of peace.
7. Ask for repentance, grace, forgiveness and reconciliation throughout Ukraine and Russia. Pray not only for the leaders of these countries, but for the people — that they would not have animosity between them but be united in reconciliation.
8. Ask that this would open doors of opportunities for the gospel. God has a way of showing up when things are difficult. Pray that he would make his name known across Ukraine and Russia as the result of this conflict.
(*) Source: From the NAE website at this link.

 ___________________________________________________________
Leading Your Church into Growth

Can we remind you that it would be really good to use the LYCiG "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

God of mission, Who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give:
· Vision to our planning, 

· Wisdom to our actions, 

· Joy to our worship, and 
· Power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to You and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Clergy Support
Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd
Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield Middlesbrough TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984             
E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

With all good wishes to you
Bob Ardley 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane,  
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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