Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the e-News for

Friday 10th June 2022


We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support please do get in touch.
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Stainton Platinum Jubilee celebration!
Here are some pictures of the Stainton bring-and-share Picnic / Afternoon Tea held on Friday 3rd June 2022 to celebrate HM The Queen's 70-years as our Monarch. You can see: the tombola stall run by the Hemlington Guides; the wonderful spread of food set out in the Chancel; and some pictures of those having a jolly time in the marquee in the Churchyard.

Stainton "Big Sing" 2022
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Here are some pictures of the Stainton 2022 Pentecost "Big Sing held at 3pm on Sunday 5th June 2022 outside the Stainton Memorial Hall. The service of lessons and hymns was led jointly by our Vicar Revd Claire Todd and Revd David Godfrey, the Minister at the Stainton Methodist Chapel. The music was provided by Marske Brass Band including some members of their Junior Section.
Claire’s Contemplation
I hope you all enjoyed the festivities of the extended weekend of celebrations, and were able to join in with some family, friends, or community; or at least be able to enjoy the televised documentaries and celebrations. It was wonderful to see communities coming together to share food and activities, and I felt very blessed to be able to enjoy a mixture of events, including four afternoon teas/picnics (I don’t want to see another sausage roll for the foreseeable future!), a concert, watching some snippets of TV programmes, and our Sunday Services, including the ‘Big Sing’ Pentecost Service outside the Stainton Memorial Hall in conjunction with the Stainton Methodist Church, where we were fortunate enough to have Marske Brass Band Junior Section leading our hymns. The weather was very kind to us over these days, with the first drops of rain falling just as we were putting the chairs away.
 
Following all of this joy, which our nation has certainly needed after the last couple of years, I had been preparing for the period in our church calendar known as ‘Ordinary Time’, which are the points in our year where there isn’t anything particularly special or particular happening, hence we revert to the ordinary. How premature was I then when I was reminded that before we head back into ordinary time, this Sunday we celebrate Trinity Sunday? The Sunday that most clergy attempt to avoid preaching at. After all, how can we possibly ever adequately explain the Trinity? And yet, our whole faith is based on this basic common belief, regardless of denomination or differences in theology. The various Creeds attempt to explain and describe it, however in reality our human brains are limited and unable to fathom or adequately comprehend the magnitude of God.
 
Over the centuries various scholars, theologians, and countless clergy have attempted to use a variety of images and representations to demonstrate the Trinity, including shamrocks, clover leaves, triangles, and interlocking circles. But these fall short. The word Trinity is not found in the Bible, but there are many references to it, and Jesus and others talked about this concept in the Gospels and Paul’s letters. For instance, at the very end of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus instructs the disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Each of these characters are not individual in themselves, and none of them are totally God. They are a community of persons, a distinctive personhood. But God is more than all of this. God brought all things into being, and is everywhere all the time, in everything. But then again, Jesus is all that God is, and the life of Jesus is the life of God, because of the Trinity. Quite mind-blowing, isn’t it?
 
And we are brought into relationship with the Trinitarian family through baptism, and rebirth as adopted sons and daughters of God. And the Trinity is a relationship, which we are invited into to be part of, a lived experience, despite our inability to understand it. At times we might pray to the Father, or the Son, or the Holy Spirit, but all the while we are offering our prayers to the God who is beyond all understanding, and who knows our needs, and welcomes our prayers.
Revd Claire

 ______________________________________________________________

Services in our Churches this week
Sunday 12th June 2022 we celebrate Trinity Sunday - there will be services of Holy Communion in our Churches as follows,

Hilton: 

at 8.00am, led by our Vicar, Revd Claire Todd;
Brookfield: 
at 9.30am also led by our Vicar; and
Stainton: 

at 11.00am, also led by our Vicar.
 

On Wednesday 8th June 2022 there will be a Service of Holy Communion at 10.00am at Brookfield Church led by our Vicar, Revd Claire Todd.

On Sunday 19th June 2022 (Trinity 1) there will be services as follows:

Hilton: 

at 9.30am, Morning Praise, led by Joan Mason, Reader at Stainton;
Brookfield: 
at 9.30am Holy Communion led by our Vicar, Revd Claire Todd; and
Stainton:

at 11.00am, Holy Communion, also led by our Vicar.

____________________________

If you are unable to join us for the service on Pentecost Sunday 12th June 2022 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.
___________________________ 


Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Trinity Sunday which is given by the Rt Revd John Thomson, Bishop of Selby. Bishop John reflects on the Gospel reading for Trinity Sunday (Luke 8:26-39). You can find the Reflection at this link.
 ________________________________________________________________
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Please continue to pray for Ukraine
Here is a prayer from the Chairs of the London District of the Methodist Church(*). 

We pray for the people of the Ukraine and the people of Russia, for their countries and their leaders.
We pray for all those who are afraid; that your everlasting arms hold them in this time of great fear.
We pray for all those who have the power over life and death; that they will choose for all people life, and life in all its fullness.
We pray for those who choose war; that they will remember that you direct Your people to turn swords into ploughshares, and to seek peace.
We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they are inspired by the wisdom and courage of Christ.
Above all, Lord, we today pray for peace in Ukraine.
And we ask this in the name of your blessed Son.
Lord have mercy.
Amen
(*) Source: From the United Reform Church website at this link.

 ___________________________________________________________
Leading Your Church into Growth

Can we remind you that it would be really good to use the LYCiG "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

God of mission, Who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give:
· Vision to our planning, 

· Wisdom to our actions, 

· Joy to our worship, and 
· Power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to You and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Clergy Support
Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd
Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield Middlesbrough TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984             
E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

With all good wishes to you
Bob Ardley 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane,  
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
Extra for Friday 2022-06-10.doc
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