Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 23rd July 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Stainton Church is open for public worship (updated 23rd July 2021)

On Monday 19th July 2021 we moved into Step 4 of the Government's "Roadmap out of Covid"; all legal restrictions on us have been removed and instead the Govenrment asks us to take personal responsibility for our actions and has recommended and advised us to take certain precautions. The Vicar and PCC want those coming to Church to feel safe; here are details of the measures we have in place (based on the National CofE Guidance which you can find at this link):


· Entry to Church: Please continue to follow the existing one-way system, entering the Church via the Parish Room door and exiting via the Main (West) door (those with impaired mobility can continue to enter and leave via the Main door).
· Hand sanitiser: Please continue to use the automatic hand sanitiser dispensers at the two doors to sanitise your hands as you enter and as you leave the Church.
· Face coverings: Although no longer legally required we ask everyone (unless clinically exempt) to wear a face covering when in the Church.
· Social Distancing: There is no longer a legal requirement for social distancing in Church, however we realise that some people will still be anxious about close contact with others. In one half of the Nave - on the lectern side - we shall still close off some of the pews and have seats available with the "1-metre-plus (1m+)" distancing for those who wish to sit apart from other people. In the other half of the Nave - on the font side - there will be no restriction on where people may sit, allowing friends and others to sit together if they wish. Seats in the Hemlington side aisle and in the Chancel will still be placed at a 1m+ social distance.
· Meeting with others: There is now no longer a legal limit (the "rule of six") on the number of people who may gather. However, we ask that you are sensitive to those around you who may not wish you to "invade their space".
· Singing: The prohibition on singing in the services has been lifted [Editor's note: Hurrah!]. If you wish to join in with the sung worship please feel free to do so quietly whilst continuing to wear your face covering.
· Communion: Our Vicar Claire will continue to offer Communion in two kinds by "intincting" (dipping) the consecrated wafer in the chalice (common cup) of consecrated wine before placing the wafer in the communicant's outstretched hand(s); only the Vicar will take the wine directly from the common cup.
· Refreshments: After the service - weather permitting - we shall continue to offer tea/coffee and biscuits outside the Main (West) Door. We hope people will stay to enjoy the fellowship as we have done over the past few weeks. If the weather is bad we shall serve the refreshments in the Parish Room to small groups seated around tables placed a short distance apart.
Services in our Churches this week 


Our Vicar Revd Claire Todd will lead services of Holy Communion this Sunday 25th July 2021 (Trinity 8): at 8.00am at Hilton Church; at 9.30am at Brookfield Church; and at 11.00am at Stainton Church. 

On Wednesday 28th July 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

The calendar of services and other events can be found on the Church Family website at this link.

If you are unable to join us for the services on Sunday 25th July 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the The Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, the Archbishop of York. Archbishop Stephen reflects on the subject of Leadership as it appears in Matthew's Gospel (Matt 20:20-28); you can find the Reflection at this link.
Joan’s Jottings
The feeding of the 5000 is a story most of us know well [Editor's note: "the feeding of the five thousand" is our Gospel reading for this Sunday - John 6:1-21].  Jesus had been teaching the crowd all day, and it was almost time for the evening meal. Everyone there that day would be hungry.
 
Jesus told the disciples to feed the people.  Phillip tried to prove that it couldn’t be done. Andrew on the other hand, set out to try to solve the problem. He searched for food among the people but found only one small boy with a packed meal of Barley bread and small fish. Less than useful he thought to feed so many; the meal was barely enough for one little boy! We have to give credit to Andrew for at least trying.
 
Barley bread was a staple part of the diet of poor people. The loaves would be small, flat wafers, with fish the size of sardines. But when Jesus accepted the boy’s gift, he blessed it, and in the blessing the small became great and thousands were fed.
 
It is always a temptation to look at the huge needs of the world or even of our own neighbourhood and to think that what we are able to do will never change things. So we end up being discouraged from offering what little we have. The work of Mother Theresa was sometimes dismissed as being too little to make any difference, but as far as she was concerned, every little act of loving kindness was something beautiful for God, and infinitely worth doing.  Her ‘little’ has brought hope and joy to so many all over the world.
 
Each of us has a lifetime’s worth of moments to offer: a smile or a word to a lonely person; a listening ear for someone in trouble; a small donation to a charity.  Anything that we offer for God to use however small it may seem to be, is gathered up and may become for someone we may never meet, blessing beyond our imagining.


Joan Mason
A date for your diaries: 
Church Family Away Day - 12th Aug 2021

Our Vicar Claire is organising an Away Day for the three Churches in our Group to discuss the refreshed Diocesan Vision "Living Christ's Story" and to consider the future direction for our three Parishes. The Away Day will be held at Swainby Church Hall from 9.30am to 4.00pm.

The "Living Christ's Story" Vision commits us to: 

· Becoming more like Christ;
· Reaching people we currently don't;
· Growing churches of missionary disciples; and
· Transforming our finances and structures
We strongly encourage anyone on the Church Electoral Roll of one of our three Parishes to come to the Away Day and help us to shape the future direction for our Churches. More details of the arrangements for the Away Day will be available in the near future but in the meantime you might like to reserve the date in your diary.

Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.
With all good wishes to you - Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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