Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 16th July 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Services in our Churches this week 


Our Vicar Revd Claire Todd will lead services of Holy Communion this Sunday  18th July 2021 (Trinity 7): at 9.30am at Brookfield Church; and at 11.00am at Stainton Church. Our Guest Preacher at both of these services will be Revd Geoff Jaques from Great Ayton (Geoff is the "Green Dean" for Stokesley Deanery).

At 9.30am at Hilton Church this Sunday there will be a lay-led service of Morning Praise.

On Wednesday 21st July 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

The calendar of services and other events can be found on the Church Family website at this link.

If you are unable to join us for the services on Sunday 18th July 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Becky Tyndall who is a Multiply Team Member at Coulby Newham. Becky reflects on the Gospel reading for this Sunday (Mark 6:30-34, 53-56); you can find the Reflection at this link.
Would you like a cuppa and a chat after the Service on Sunday? 


Last Sunday morning after the service at Stainton Church we had a very successful outdoor "cuppa and a chat" with many of the congregation staying for a while to enjoy the fellowship. Weather permitting we shall do the same again this coming Sunday morning.
Joan’s Jottings
A short while ago at our Church Council meetings we discussed a proposed Church of England ‘Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing’ which will call on us all to recognise and respond to the challenges and stresses faced by clergy in this present day. We looked with particular care at our own Vicar and noted with some concern the occasions when it will be all too easy for her to become overburdened with insufficient support or rest. We need to look at the extent of our willingness to support her, making sure that her ‘down time’ is preserved. The Gospel reading for next Sunday, Trinity 7, (which you can find in the Worship at Home leaflet), is very appropriate. Jesus recognises the need for rest and refreshment when the burden of work is heavy. Seeking a little rest from the people’s ceaseless demands for healing, Jesus and the disciples got into a boat to cross the lake – but crowds of people raced ahead of him to be there when he arrived at the other side, little time then for rest ….   
I would like to share with you part of Susan Sayers very apt reflection on today’s gospel message. Susan writes:

“How does the humanness of Jesus cope with such overwhelming demands? Loving with God’s love makes him responsive without reserve, and he is never recorded in the gospels as turning anybody away. However, he is obviously aware of his human need for rest and refreshment, and we do pick up on the weariness and exhaustion of ministry on such a scale. His early morning walks into the hills for solitary prayer are vital to him, and there is evidence that part of his leadership responsibility was aiming to provide periods of rest and refreshment for his close disciples and himself. Presumably there were at least some occasions when they managed these oases of quiet, without the crowds catching up with them. All this enables us to look at the question of demands in ministry, and the provision we make for our own leaders’ spiritual refreshment and quiet reflection".

Joan Mason
Stainton Church is open for public worship
(updated 16th July 2021)


At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.
You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; and
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door).
Until next Monday 19th July 2021 we continue in Step 3 of the Government's "Roadmap" out of the Covid-19 pandemic. We are now allowed to mix with others outdoors in a group of up to 30 people (for example for the cuppa and a chat after the service); and indoors following the "Rule of Six (or two households)" (*); this will allow us to spend some time after the Service in fellowship with one another in Church in small groups or outside in larger groups. 

On Monday 19th July 2021 we shall move into Step 4 of the Government's "Roadmap". We expect to receive guidance on this from the National Church of England and from York Diocese, and will include helpful information about this for you in next week's e-News.

 (*) The "Rule of Six (or two households)" means 

either:
· in a group of up to 6 from any number of households (children of all ages count towards the limit of 6)

· in a group of any size from up to two households (each household can include an existing support bubble, if eligible).

Dates for your diaries: 
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Sunday 18th July 2021 is Rural Mission Sunday

At Stainton and at Brookfield we shall welcome as our Guest Preacher Revd Geoff Jaques, from Great Ayton who has PTO (*) in the Diocese and is the "Green Dean" for Stokesley Deanery (Geoff was previously Assistant Curate at Christ Church,Great Ayton). Geoff will be sharing some thoughts with us about being an Eco Church.
(*) PTO = Permission To Officiate from the Archbishop

---*---
Church Family Away Day - 12th Aug 2021

Our Vicar Claire is organising an Away Day for the three Churches in our Group to discuss the refreshed Diocesan Vision "Living Christ's Story" and to consider the future direction for our three Parishes. The Away Day will be held at Swainby Church Hall from 9.30am to 4.00pm.

The "Living Christ's Story" Vision commits us to: 

· Becoming more like Christ;
· Reaching people we currently don't;
· Growing churches of missionary disciples; and
· Transforming our finances and structures
We strongly encourage anyone on the Church Electoral Roll of one of our three Parishes to come to the Away Day and help us to shape the future direction for our Churches. More details of the arrangements for the Away Day will be available in the near future but in the meantime you might like to reserve the date in your diary.

Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.
With all good wishes to you - Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   



Revd Geoff Jaques





Minister with PTO (*) in the Diocese





Member of Christ Church, Great Ayton





“Green Dean” for Stokesley Deanery





(*) PTO = Permission To Officiate from the Archbishop
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