Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 9th July 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Services in our Churches this week 


Our Vicar Revd Claire Todd will lead services of Holy Communion this Sunday 11th July 2021 (Trinity 6): at 8.00am at Hilton Church;  at 9.30am at Brookfield Church; and at 11.00am at Stainton Church.

On Wednesday 14th July 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

The calendar of services and other events can be found on the Church Family website at this link.

If you are unable to join us for the services on Sunday 11th July 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Revd Catriona Cumming who is the Succentor (*) at York Minster. Catriona reflects on the story of the death of John the Baptist in our Gospel reading for this Sunday  (Mark 6:1-14-29); you can find the Reflection at this link.

(*) The succentor ("under-singer") is the assistant to the precentor, typically in an ancient cathedral foundation, helping with the preparation and conduct of the liturgy including psalms, preces and responses. In English cathedrals today, the priest responsible for liturgy and music is usually the precentor, but some cathedrals, such as St Paul's, Southwark Cathedral, Durham, and Christ Church, Oxford, [Editor’s Note: and seemingly also at York Minster] retain a succentor as well.
Ref: Wikipedia
Would you like a cuppa and a chat after the Service on Sunday? 


Last Sunday morning after the service at Stainton Church we had a very successful outdoor "cuppa and a chat" with many of the congregation staying for a while to enjoy the fellowship. We shall do the same again this coming Sunday morning

Claire’s Contemplation
The Gospel reading for this Sunday is like something that’s been lifted directly out of the scripts of a soap opera (Mark 6:14-29). It’s the story of Herod and John the Baptist, and could easily be translated into a modern-day story-line. It possesses all of the crucial features needed – fame, drama, infidelity, big egos, self-indulgence, partner-swops, violence and shocking scenes. It is truly gruesome. 
 
Herod enjoyed listening to John the Baptist, but felt quite anxious about what he says because he is unwilling to repent of his status and lifestyle, and hosts a sumptuous and lavish feast for a selected few, when there are many starving people around. During the feast, he ends up having to have John killed. Most Gospel stories are directly about Jesus, however this one focuses solely on John the Baptist, possibly because for St Mark, John was Elijah, sent to earth again to herald the arrival of the Messiah. The law didn’t suit Herod or his wife, Herodias, and though John was telling the truth, she didn’t like it one bit, and wanted to kill him, but couldn’t do anything about it because Herod knew that John was a righteous and holy man, and feared him because of this. So, she took the opportunity when her daughter was offered anything in return for dancing for Herod and his guests, even half of his kingdom. But the kingdom was not his to give, and he knew it. His father was Herod the Great, and when he died, the kingdom was divided between Herod and his brothers. Hence, he was merely a governor rather than a king, but had designs on kingship, which led to him eventually being banished about 10 years later. And John was executed because of Herod’s flippant promise, and then needing to uphold that promise out of a sense of self-indulgent pride and honouring his own reputation. 
 
John was the forerunner of Jesus; truly the one who came before. The contrasts in their lives is quite remarkable; John had leapt in his mother’s womb at hearing Mary’s greeting to his mother, Elizabeth, when she visited; even in the womb he was joyful and recognised the voice of the mother of his saviour. Elizabeth was advanced in years, whereas Mary was very, very young. John urged people to repent of their sins and baptised people, Jesus preached a message of forgiveness for those who repent and baptised with the Holy Spirit. John was imprisoned and executed and his body laid in a tomb, and so was Jesus, albeit in a different manner. Jesus came and not only completed the second half of the scene which John paved the way for, but took it further through the power of his own death, and subsequent resurrection.

Jesus was the one who was actually the forerunner, the innovator of John’s salvation. In the Eucharist we re-enact the command of Jesus, to remember his sacrifice for us through the breaking and sharing of bread and wine, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet of the Messiah which we look forward to one day at the end of time; this is a far cry from Herod’s banquet, which was for a select few, and resulted in death; through the Eucharist we meet with Jesus afresh and are offered life, as we not only take in physically in our bodies the elements, the body and blood of Jesus, but we renew our spiritual desire and invite for Jesus to live in us, as we live in, through and with him in the whole of life. In the Eucharist we offer ourselves afresh to God. Christ’s presence is real, and it is active. We celebrate Christ’s presence in his church, and we engage in a communal act, which is far bigger than ourselves, than each of us. Together, we share in Christ’s death and resurrection, and through the Eucharist, God continues his relationship with us, and together we are God’s people, his body, the church.
 
We live in no soap opera, although my understanding is that soap operas are based on current issues and life events, which many can relate to. But rather, we live in a real world where we become part of the history of the world, and part of the story of the world. But even more than this, our lives are part of the unfolding story of God’s incredible and redeeming love for his world and all creation.

Revd Claire
Stainton Church is open for public worship
(updated 9th July 2021)


At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.
You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; and
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door).
Step 3 of the Government's "Roadmap" was implemented on Monday 17th May 2021. We are now allowed to mix with others outdoors in a group of up to 30 people (for example for the cuppa and a chat after the service); and indoors following the "Rule of Six (or two households)" (*); this will allow us to spend some time in fellowship with one another in Church in small groups after the service rather than being "encouraged to leave promptly" as has been the case until now. It seems that we shall now have to wait until 19th July 2021 for the remaining Covid restrictions to be lifted in Step 4 of the "Roadmap".

We look forward to receiving from the National Church of England and from the Diocese guidance on the relaxation of the Covid-19 restrictions and what the advice is regarding the (re)starting of our previous Church activities (for example the Tuesday afternoon "WARM WELCOME Drop-In"). Stainton with Hemlington PCC will be meeting on Wednesday evening 14th July 2021 and will have some initial discussions about this at that meeting.


(*) The "Rule of Six (or two households)" means 

either:
· in a group of up to 6 from any number of households (children of all ages count towards the limit of 6)

· in a group of any size from up to two households (each household can include an existing support bubble, if eligible).

Dates for your diaries: 
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Sunday 18th July 2021 is Rural Mission Sunday

At Stainton and at Brookfield we shall welcome as our Guest Preacher Revd Geoff Jaques, from Great Ayton who has PTO (*) in the Diocese and is the "Green Dean" for Stokesley Deanery (Geoff was previously Assistant Curate at Christ Church,Great Ayton). Geoff will be sharing some thoughts with us about being an Eco Church.
Church Family Away Day - 12th Aug 2021

Our Vicar Claire is organising an Away Day for the three Churches in our Group to discuss the refreshed Diocesan Vision "Living Christ's Story" which commits us to:

· Becoming more like Christ;
· Reaching people we currently don't;
· Growing churches of missionary disciples; and
· Transforming our finances and structures
More details of the arrangements for the Away Day will be available in the near future but in the meantime you might like to reserve the date in your diary.

Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.
With all good wishes to you
Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   



Revd Geoff Jaques





Minister with PTO (*) in the Diocese





Member of Christ Church, Great Ayton





“Green Dean” for Stokesley Deanery





(*) PTO = Permission To Officiate from the Archbishop
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