Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 2nd July 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Services in our Churches this week – Note: only one service this Sunday
Our Vicar Revd Claire Todd will lead a Joint (Plurality) service of Holy Communion this Sunday 4th July 2021 (Trinity 5) at 10.30am at Brookfield Church; please note that there will NOT be a service at Stainton Church or at Hilton Church this Sunday.

On Wednesday 7th July 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

The calendar of services and other events can be found on the Church Family website at this link.

If you are unable to join us for the Joint Service in Brookfield Church on Sunday 4th July 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Revd Rob Suekarran, Multiply Minister for St Wilfred's Church, Brayton in the Selby Deanery. Rob reflects on our Gospel reading for this Sunday  (Mark 6:1-13); you can find the Reflection at this link.
Would you like to meet the Vicar for a chat and a cuppa? 


Last Sunday morning after the service at Stainton Church we had a very successful outdoor "cuppa and a chat" with many of the congregation staying for a while to enjoy the fellowship.

A number of members of the Church have already expressed a wish to meet the Vicar for a "cuppa and a chat". The first of our "Cuppa and Chat" sessions will be held in the Parish Room on Tuesday 6th July 2021 from 2.00-3.00pm when a limited group of people (up to five "invited guests") can meet with the Vicar. Over time, our Vicar Claire hopes to be able to meet all members of Stainton with Hemlington Parish. If you would like to receive an invitation to join in one of these times of fellowship, please can you let Claire know by phone (01642-975984) or by e-mail (revtoddy@gmail.com).

Claire’s Contemplation
So it’s coming home. Or it might be. Football. After the last 18 months, it’s great to have something to be patriotic about and have something to feel positive and hopeful for as a nation. An awful lot of people are placing great faith in this England team, and there’s a part of me that longingly cries ‘If only they placed the same faith in God.’ The crowds have been singing, whether legally or not I do not know, however I guess some traditions are hard to break. And traditionally the fans sing the national anthem at the start (and sometimes during the match). The national anthem starts with the word ‘God’, ‘God save our gracious queen’. Do they know they are actually praying when they sing this? That they’re asking God for something? They might have faith in the team, but I bet a lot of people are also secretly praying for success, and that means putting faith in God. To have faith in the grace of God, to rely on God, means acknowledgement that without him we are limited in what we can achieve, limited in how we approach and cope with adversity; and acknowledgement that without him we are truly helpless, and weak, and fragile, and frail.

This coming Sunday morning’s reading is from 2 Corinthians (12:22-10), where we lean of the weakness and limitations of Paul. And what a right old time of it Paul has. As if being afflicted is not enough, he has to endure the accusations from the Christians in Corinth insinuating that he is crafty, and that he is a burden, despite him refusing to accept monetary payment, which creates suspicion in itself. And then he warns them that he’s coming to see them again, and is urging them to be found to be living in the faith. He also goes to great pains to avoid boasting, except in the right things. Because there are other alleged apostles, who are false apostles, bragging about their own visions and spiritual experiences and authority, to lure people to follow them, and who have ulterior motives and want to boost their own importance. And there’s Paul, who refuses to share his experiences, because he doesn’t believe that the experiences themselves should be the showcase, or that he should be either. Rather, he wants people to come to faith and know Jesus through their own experiences, and not because of some spiritual experience which he has had. And Paul recognises and accepts that God’s power is made perfect in weakness. God turns everything on its head as usual, and Paul discovers the strength of God in times of weakness, hardship, persecution, and calamities. Jesus being crucified on the cross must have seemed like the ultimate weakness, and yet, God was and is glorified through it. His power was made perfect in weakness, and the subsequent victory of his resurrection.

Sometimes we wonder why God seems to fail to act, to fail to heal. Paul continues to suffer, and it becomes increasingly clear to him that in his suffering and weakness, his dependence on God’s strength and power grows, and this increases his openness to God’s power at work within him and through him. Healing takes different forms, and doesn’t always mean the eradication of pain or illness, but does mean finding God’s peace around situations, and knowing that he will never leave us or abandon us in our pain and struggles. When people are at their lowest ebb, at their weakest, they cry out to God the most, or cry out to God for the first time, in desperation, in despair. When you have nothing left, when you feel at your most helpless, that is the point at which the realisation hits; of who and what God is, who and what Jesus is. That it is God in Jesus who is the one who holds the power, who holds the authority, who is able to give us strength, to be our strength, to restore, to heal.

The feel-good factor which football is giving at the moment is perhaps a welcome relief for some from having to constantly focus on the pain and suffering and mess which the world is in. It’s a source of national strength, temporary and transient though it may be. But imagine something more and deeper than the feel-good factor which comes from acknowledging that God has the authority and shows his power in and through us, and in the world; imagine the inner-strength that emerges through relinquishing control, and our weakness made strong in his presence and the sheer power his saving love.


Revd Claire
Stainton Church is open for public worship
(updated 2nd July 2021)

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.
You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; and
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door).
Step 3 of the Government's "Roadmap" was implemented on Monday 17th May 2021. We are now allowed to mix with others outdoors in a group of up to 30 people (for example for the cuppa and a chat after the service); and indoors following the "Rule of Six (or two households)" (*); this will allow us to spend some time in fellowship with one another in Church in small groups after the service rather than being "encouraged to leave promptly" as has been the case until now. It seems that we shall now have to wait until 19th July 2021 for the remaining Covid restrictions to be lifted in Step 4 of the "Roadmap".

The Government's new guidance on meeting friends and family from 17th May 2021 (which can be found at this link) emphasises personal responsibility rather than Government rules. Instead of instructing you to stay 2m apart from anyone you don’t live with, you are encouraged to exercise caution and consider the guidance on risks associated with COVID-19 and actions you can take to help keep you and your loved ones safe. Remember that the risks of close contact may be greater for some people than others and in some settings and circumstances there will be specific guidance that you will need to follow even when you are with friends and family.

(*) The "Rule of Six (or two households)" means 

either:
· in a group of up to 6 from any number of households (children of all ages count towards the limit of 6)

· in a group of any size from up to two households (each household can include an existing support bubble, if eligible).

A date for your diaries: Church Family Away Day - 12th Aug 2021

Our Vicar Claire is organising an Away Day for the three Churches in our Group to discuss the refreshed Diocesan Vision "Living Christ's Story" which commits us to:

· Becoming more like Christ;
· Reaching people we currently don't;
· Growing churches of missionary disciples; and
· Transforming our finances and structures
More details of the arrangements for the Away Day will be available in the near future but in the meantime you might like to reserve the date in your diary.

Bishop Paul Ferguson writes: This is an important time for our Diocese as we seek to identify how we can best shape and resource the mission and ministry of our churches. We are grateful to you (in our Parishes) for engaging in this important exercise as we listen to one another and through this hope to discern God’s will for us all.

Bishop Paul has sent us a letter explaining about the Consultation with the Parishes, asking "Nine Questions for the (people of the) Diocese of York"; you can read Bishop Paul's letter by clicking here.
Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

With all good wishes to you - Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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