Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 18th June 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Services in our Churches this week
 
Our Vicar Revd Claire Todd is on leave this Sunday 20th June 2021 (Trinity 3); the services at Brookfield and Stainton will be services of Ante-Communion led by Joan Mason, Lay Reader at Stainton Church - the services will be held at: 9.30am at Brookfield Church; and 11.00am at Stainton Church. 

There will be a service of Morning Praise at 9.30am at Hilton Church; 

On Wednesday 23rd June 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

The calendar of services and other events can be found on the Church Family (Plurality) website at this link.

If you are unable to join us for the service in Stainton Church on Sunday 20th June 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Revd Canon Dominic Black, Vicar of Hull Minster (Dominic was until recently Vicar of Holy Trinity, North Ormesby). Dominic reflects on our Gospel reading for this Sunday (Mark 4:35-41); you can find the Reflection at this link.
 
Would you like to meet the Vicar for a chat and a cuppa? 


After the service at Stainton Church on Sunday 20th June there will be tea/coffee and biscuits served in the Churchyard outside the main (west) door during which there will be an opportunity to express interest in meeting the Vicar for a "cuppa and a chat". We ARE hoping to start having short sessions in the Parish Room, possibly on Tuesdays, when a limited group of people (up to five "invited guests") can meet with the Vicar. Over time, our Vicar Claire hopes to be able to meet all members of Stainton with Hemlington Parish. If you would like to receive an invitation to join in one of these times of fellowship, please fill in the form which will be available on Sunday morning; alternatively you can let Julia Ardley know by phone (01642-284525) or by e-mail (hj.ardley@ntlworld.com), and she will pass on names to Revd. Claire.

Joan’s Jottings
Some years ago we were travelling to Normandy by Ferry. It was a dark squally night in October. We had booked a cabin with breakfast the next morning because we had a long drive ahead. As we settled in for the night we were told that the crossing would be a stormy one. We began to worry when the crew put up storm defences on every window and fastened shut every door on to the decks. We slept not at all as the waves crashed, the rain lashed down and the ship shuddered and bucked. At 6am on the dot a smiling Steward wished us ‘good morning’ as he delivered our breakfast balancing a tray as if nothing was going on.  We managed to get very little food or drink into our mouths. By the time we left the ship the storm had spent it’s fury, but we had had an experience that was hard to forget. 
The disciples who were with Jesus in this week’s gospel story, on a boat in a storm would have been quite familiar with the ways of the sea; certainly this would not have been their first squall on the Sea of Galilee, which was known for its sudden raging storms. But even these professional fishermen were frightened by this storm, to the point of fearing they would die. When they woke Jesus from his sleep he stilled the storm and to them he said ‘You of little faith’. But those men had had an experience it was hard for them to forget. They asked one another ‘who is this that even the wind and waves obey him’.  The disciples' lack of faith reminds us that even those who lived and walked with Jesus, saw His miracles, and heard His message still found it difficult to be 100% faith-filled all the time. In that way, the disciples were a lot like us. But we can be sure that if Jesus was able to rescue the disciples from the storm, He is also able to rescue us from the storms of everyday life: illness, job loss, family problems, disappointments and even the sting of death.    
Joan
Stainton Church is open for public worship
(updated 18th June 2021)

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full. 

You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church;
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door).
Step 3 of the Government's "Roadmap" was implemented on Monday 17th May 2021. We are now allowed to mix with others indoors following the "Rule of Six (or two households)" (*); this will allow us to spend some time in fellowship with one another in Church in small groups after the service rather than being "encouraged to leave promptly" as has been the case until now. It seems that we shall now have to wait until 19th July 2021 for the remaining Covid restrictions to be lifted in Step 4 of the "Roadmap".

The Government's new guidance on meeting friends and family from 17th May 2021 (which can be found at this link) emphasises personal responsibility rather than Government rules. Instead of instructing you to stay 2m apart from anyone you don’t live with, you are encouraged to exercise caution and consider the guidance on risks associated with COVID-19 and actions you can take to help keep you and your loved ones safe. Remember that the risks of close contact may be greater for some people than others and in some settings and circumstances there will be specific guidance that you will need to follow even when you are with friends and family.

(*) The "Rule of Six (or two households)" means 

either:
· in a group of up to 6 from any number of households (children of all ages count towards the limit of 6)

· in a group of any size from up to two households (each household can include an existing support bubble, if eligible).

Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

With all good wishes to you - Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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