Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 11th June 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Online Compline (Night Prayer) Service

Now that all three Churches in our Group are open for Public Worship our Vicar has decided to stop holding the fortnightly online (Zoom) Compline Services (the last Compline was held on 6th June 2021)
Services in our Churches this week
 
Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 13th June 2021 (Trinity 2) will be led by our Vicar Revd Claire Todd and will be held at: 8.00am at Hilton Church; 9.30am at Brookfield Church (*); and 11.00am at Stainton Church. 

On Wednesday 16th June 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

The calendar of services and other events can be found on the Church Family website at this link.

 
If you are unable to join us for the service in Stainton Church on Sunday 13th June 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this l

 HYPERLINK "https://staintonhiltonbrookfieldchurches.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d561d31b8ad4b720eb3678f18&id=f058a567d7&e=a562322b27" \o "https://staintonhiltonbrookfieldchurches.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d561d31b8ad4b720eb3678f18&id=f058a567d7&e=a562322b27" \t "_blank" i

 HYPERLINK "https://staintonhiltonbrookfieldchurches.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d561d31b8ad4b720eb3678f18&id=43dee705ec&e=a562322b27" \o "https://staintonhiltonbrookfieldchurches.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d561d31b8ad4b720eb3678f18&id=43dee705ec&e=a562322b27" nk.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Revd Matt Woodcock, Multiply Minister at St Barnabas and St Paul's, York. Matt reflects on our Gospel reading for this Sunday  (Mark 4:26-34); you can find the Reflection at this link.


(*) Technology permitting, we hope that the Sunday service at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link.

Important Notice - Service pattern from June 2021

From Sunday 6th June 2021 there will be one joint Church Family service of Holy Communion at 10.30am which will take place at each Church in turn. Here are details of the normal service pattern at the three Churches.
	Sunday in month
From June 2021
	 Stainton
	Hilton 
	Brookfield

	First
 
	10.30am Joint Plurality Holy Communion
June: Stainton; July: Brookfield; Aug: Hilton
Sept: Brookfield; Oct: Stainton; Nov; Hilton
Dec: Brookfield ; Jan 2022: Stainton; Feb 2022: Hilton etc

	Second
 
	 11.00am HC
	 8.00am HC
	 9.30am HC

	Third
 
	 11.00am HC
	 9.30am Morning   Praise (Lay led)
	 9.30am HC

	Fourth
 
	 11.00am HC
	 8.00am HC
	 9.30am HC

	Fifth
 
	 11.00am HC
(May, Aug, Oct)
	 6.00pm Evensong
(May, Aug, Oct)
	 9.30am HC
(May, Aug, Oct)


Claire's Contemplation

Unlike one of my sisters, who is very green-fingered as well as talented in other ways, I’ve never been very good with plants and gardening and such like. It’s a bit hit and miss with house plants, as I tend to either over-water them, under-water them, or put them in the wrong position for sunlight and draughts. So attempting to make something of a garden is quite a challenge. However, after moving to the Vicarage, in addition to buying some lovely plants, shrubs, and flowers (and two trees!), I decided to plant some seeds of various kinds in a small part of both the front and back gardens. I planted them with a certain cynicism, and really didn’t expect very much. If just a few showed signs of life eventually I would have been thrilled. I watched each day knowing that the seeds were there, below the ground, growing secretly, and yet I could not see them. Nothing seemed to be happening for ages, and I wondered whether I’d scattered (or planted) them in ground which wasn’t fertile, or had the wrong type of soil, or was it just that I was rubbish at this kind of thing. But hey, with God all things are possible right?
 
And then the rain came. Those weeks when it seemed to do nothing but rain. And when eventually I could venture outside for any length of time without risking the drowned rat effect, I noticed these tiny shoots. Considering there is an abundance of weeds (and worse) everywhere in the Vicarage gardens at the moment, I pondered on whether they were indeed more weeds; were they proper flowers; were they the beginnings of veg even? I had to wait and see. As they began to grow, I marvelled at how they knew to grow secretly and under the ground, and then push up through the soil at just the right time. How they pushed towards the light, how they knew to grow into their various species. And if they keep going the way they are, I will hopefully have an abundance of wild flowers in the front garden, and radishes, sprouts and such like in the back garden.
 
New creation is a constant source of awe and amazement. Existing creation in the form of the wind and rain, the day and the night, and the sun which passes through the sky and brings light, warmth and life; this existing creation influences and affects new creation and how it is formed and grows. Existing creation works together with new creation in perfect harmony, producing the most amazing and surprising wonders. Because of course we have a God of amazing surprises. A God who never works in the ways in which we could imagine or dream of. When we look at the world through the eyes of Jesus, through eyes of faith and hope and love and compassion, we see the Kingdom all around, see the shoots beginning to grow, see tangible signs of amazing transformation, see the deadness of people’s lives being transformed by the awesome power of God in Jesus, bringing new life in all of its fullness. Amen


Rev’d Claire

Stainton Church is open for public worship
(updated 11th June 2021)

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full. 

You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church;
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door).
Step 3 of the Government's "Roadmap" was implemented on Monday 17th May 2021. We are now allowed to mix with others indoors following the "Rule of Six (or two households)" (*); this will allow us to spend some time in fellowship with one another in Church in small groups after the service rather than being "encouraged to leave promptly" as has been the case until now.


The Government's new guidance on meeting friends and family from 17th May 2021 (which can be found at this link) emphasises personal responsibility rather than Government rules. Instead of instructing you to stay 2m apart from anyone you don’t live with, you are encouraged to exercise caution and consider the guidance on risks associated with COVID-19 and actions you can take to help keep you and your loved ones safe. Remember that the risks of close contact may be greater for some people than others and in some settings and circumstances there will be specific guidance that you will need to follow even when you are with friends and family.

(*) The "Rule of Six (or two households)" means 

either:
· in a group of up to 6 from any number of households (children of all ages count towards the limit of 6)

· in a group of any size from up to two households (each household can include an existing support bubble, if eligible).

Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

With all good wishes to you - Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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