Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 6th June 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Services in our Churches this week
 
Our Service of Holy Communion on Sunday 6th June 2021 (Trinity 1) will be led by our Vicar Revd Claire Todd and will be the first of our monthly 10.30am Joint Church Family (Plurality) Services. This Joint Service will be held at Stainton Church (*). Please note that there will not be a service at Brookfield or at Hilton on this Sunday. 

On Wednesday 9th June 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

There will be an on-line service of Compline ("Night Prayer") via Zoom at 6.30pm on Sunday once a fortnight; the next Compline Service will be on Sunday 6th June 2021 and the details you need to join the Zoom Compline are given below (**).
 
If you are unable to join us for the service in Stainton Church on Sunday 6th June 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Revd Mike Peatman, Vicar of St Nicholas, Beverley, and Training Advisor for the Archdeaconry of The East Riding. Mike reflects on our Gospel reading for this Sunday  (Mark 3:20-35); you can find the Reflection at this link.

(*) The Service was originally advertised to be held at Brookfield Church but will now take place at Stainton Church because the Vicar needs to read some Banns of Matrimony for a wedding at Stainton.

(**) Topic: Claire Todd Compline Zoom Meeting - Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75257354852?pwd=dVlGZmRvTW9EQXNSV1RNeTBuREZWZz09
Meeting ID: 752 5735 4852   Passcode: r1WmCL
Important Notice - Service pattern from June 2021

From Sunday 6th June 2021 there will be one joint Church Family service of Holy Communion at 10.30am which will take place at each Church in turn. Here are details of the normal service pattern at the three Churches.
	Sunday in month
From June 2021
	 Stainton
	Hilton 
	Brookfield

	First
 
	10.30am Joint Plurality Holy Communion
June: Stainton; July: Brookfield; Aug: Hilton
Sept: Brookfield; Oct: Stainton; Nov; Hilton
Dec: Brookfield ; Jan 2022: Stainton; Feb 2022: Hilton etc

	Second
 
	 11.00am HC
	 8.00am HC
	 9.30am HC

	Third
 
	 11.00am HC
	 9.30am Morning   Praise (Lay led)
	 9.30am HC

	Fourth
 
	 11.00am HC
	 8.00am HC
	 9.30am HC

	Fifth
 
	 11.00am HC
(May, Aug, Oct)
	 6.00pm Evensong
(May, Aug, Oct)
	 9.30am HC
(May, Aug, Oct)


Claire's Contemplation

A few years ago, there was a programme on TV called the Keith and Paddy Picture Show. Some might have called it bad taste or utter trash, but I happen to think some of what they did was quite clever. Of course, not as clever as Rowan Atkinson, who is my most favourite comedian ever; now he’s an absolute genius, at least he is in my book. And what the Keith and Paddy Picture Show is about is Keith Lemon and Paddy McGuiness very badly re-enacting famous movies, such as Top Gun, Grease, and Jurassic Park. Part of the show involved them trying to demonstrate how difficult it is to put some scenes together, and I happen to find this kind of stuff really fascinating.

In the same vein, I find most documentaries absolutely fascinating. To get an insight into how something really works, the more serious stuff in life, such as a fire brigade or the police, or border patrol, or how an action movie is really put together, or to go behind the scenes to discover how, where and when the camera operator captures that exact moment when the animal does something amazing, is just an incredible revelation; at least to me.

But there’s always so much that’s kept back, the ‘secrets of the trade’ as it were, things that are not shared with the general public. And this is often for very good reasons. It helps to retain the mystery and intrigue. And it’s the same with how God works in the stratosphere, because we don’t know, can never know, everything about the world, the universe, and about God. Whilst studying in Cambridge for my MA, I engaged in a science module, and I was encouraged to really try to understand the angle and approach of various scientists over the centuries. Not having a scientific background, this really freaked me out, because I didn’t, and still don’t really, know or understand very much about ‘sciency’ things. But I did come to appreciate some of the principles around Newton’s Clockwork Universe – even though it turns out he was wrong, and also theories by Darwin, along with quantum mechanics, causal joints, and other sometimes abstract concepts. But it made me realise just how little we actually know about how God works, how the world works, how the universe works.

But what we do know is that Jesus Christ came into the world to draw everyone into the family of God, to remove the barriers which separate us from God, to offer forgiveness for sins. In this Sunday’s Gospel reading from Mark, we learn that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is unforgiveable. It sounds like a harsh and strong statement from Jesus. But a definition of blasphemy is actually an attack on the Holy Spirit. Things such as: profanity towards the Holy Spirit, sacrilege, desecration, swearing and cursing against the Holy Spirit, and in this case, accusing Jesus of having an unclean spirit. Here is a man who cured and healed people, thereby demonstrating the exact opposite of having an unclean spirit and blasphemy. Even the demons recognised him for who he was! Earlier on in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus even silenced demons, and they have to obey him because he has absolute authority, even over Satan. So, blasphemy is everything that is opposed to God; the defiant hostility of his power and majesty, and this is the most extreme form of opposition towards God.

Jesus then appears to insult his birth family by declaring that his family are those who listen to his word and do his will. His family thought he’d gone mad, and even they believed that he was under the power of demons at that point. The scribes (the official representatives of the Jews) accused him of being possessed by Beelzebul, which is another name for Satan, or the leader of the demons. However, his supernatural actions were benevolent, pointing to a merciful God, and not to the actions and characteristics of a despotic Devil. It has been suggested that those who rejected him at this point in time were actually the ones who were demonic. And the theologian Tom Wright tells us that what Jesus does is to point out the flaw in their accusations; that if Satan is casting out Satan, then he is fighting against himself, which would be nonsensical. And either way you look at it, he tells the scribes, God’s kingdom is arriving.

Jesus makes it clear that ancestry and heritage no longer qualify automatic rights; Jesus is ushering in a new holy people whose sense of family, belonging, and identity are found in their loyalty and allegiance to him. Jesus is engaging in an eschatological battle on behalf of the kingdom, eschatology literally means ‘last study’, or the study of the end times, end times that are concerned with last things.

Our lives are hidden with Christ in God, and through his spirit within us, that well of water daily renews and springs forth in our inner life, even though our bodies may fail, may age. Everything around us is in a constant transient state, ever changing, nothing stays the same; the trees and flowers bounce and leap into blossom and leaf after a long winter when they appear dead, and once autumn comes will once again be subject to change, then there’s fads and the latest crazes which come and go, the landscape changes with more housing being built or demolished, fields and countryside disappear, and many other things too numerous to mention.

God is the one constant, his promise does not change, and the things which are not seen do not change, the things which God has prepared for those that love him do not change, that eternal life beyond this one is already established and that will not change. The battle has already been won, Jesus has emerged victorious over Satan, has conquered the former consequences of death. This is our hope, this is our faith, this is what we place our trust in. And yet Satan continues to corrupt, to thwart people’s lives in his attempts to keep people from God.

We should never stop praying for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit afresh, that is the power of God at work in the world and his kingdom to come; or praising and worshipping God. Through these things, we learn a little more about and recognise what is not the work of the Holy Spirit, learn a little more about what seems to be in opposition to God, and then not allow that to thwart our love, and commitment to him and to each other.

Rev’d Claire

Stainton Church is open for public worship
(updated 4th June 2021)

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full. 

You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church;
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door).
Step 3 of the Government's "Roadmap" was implemented on Monday 17th May 2021. We are now allowed to mix with others indoors following the "Rule of Six (or two households)" (*); this will allow us to spend some time in fellowship with one another in Church in small groups after the service rather than being "encouraged to leave promptly" as has been the case until now.


The Government's new guidance on meeting friends and family from 17th May 2021 (which can be found at this link) emphasises personal responsibility rather than Government rules. Instead of instructing you to stay 2m apart from anyone you don’t live with, you are encouraged to exercise caution and consider the guidance on risks associated with COVID-19 and actions you can take to help keep you and your loved ones safe. Remember that the risks of close contact may be greater for some people than others and in some settings and circumstances there will be specific guidance that you will need to follow even when you are with friends and family.

(*) The "Rule of Six (or two households)" means 

either:
· in a group of up to 6 from any number of households (children of all ages count towards the limit of 6)

· in a group of any size from up to two households (each household can include an existing support bubble, if eligible).

Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

With all good wishes to you - Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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