Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 14th May 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Services in our Churches this week

Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 16th May 2021 (Easter 7 - the Sunday after Ascension day) will be led by our Vicar Revd Claire Todd. The services are: at 9.30am at Brookfield (*) and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 19th May 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

Hilton Church remains closed for the time being, but will re-open for Public Worship on Pentecost Sunday 23rd May 2021 with a service of Festival Holy Communion for Pentecost at 8.00am, led by our Vicar Claire Todd. On Trinity Sunday 30th May 2021 Claire will lead a service of Evensong at 6.00pm

There will be an on-line service of Compline ("Night Prayer") via Zoom at 6.30pm on Sunday once a fortnight; the next Compline Service will be on Sunday 23rd May 2021 and the details you need to join the Zoom Compline are given below (**).
 
If you are unable to join us for the services in Church on Sunday 16th May 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by Revd Pete Watson, Vicar of Brayton and Training Advisor for the York Archdeaconry.  Pete reflects on the Gospel reading for Easter 7 (John 17: 6-19); you can find the Reflection at this link.


(*) Technology permitting, we hope that the Sunday service at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link.

(**) Topic: Claire Todd Compline Zoom Meeting - Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75257354852?pwd=dVlGZmRvTW9EQXNSV1RNeTBuREZWZz09
Meeting ID: 752 5735 4852   Passcode: r1WmCL


Service pattern from June 2021

From Sunday 6th June 2021 there will be one joint Church Family service of Holy Communion at 10.30am which will take place at each Church in turn. Here are details of the normal service pattern at the three Churches.
	Sunday in month

From June 2021
	
	
	

	First


	10.30am Joint Plurality Holy Communion

June: Brookfield; July Stainton; August Hilton; etc

	Second


	11.00am HC
	8.00am HC
	9.30am HC

	Third


	11.00am HC
	9.30am Morning Praise (Lay led)
	9.30am HC

	Fourth


	11.00am HC
	8.00am HC
	9.30am HC

	Fifth


	11.00am HC

(May, Aug, Oct)
	6.00pm Evensong

(May, Aug, Oct)
	9.30am HC

(May, Aug, Oct)


Claire's Contemplation

Next Monday, 17th May, will see further lifting of Covid restrictions. This is very good news indeed, and of course we still need to continue to adopt an air of caution as we engage in greater social contact, events, and entertainment once again. There will naturally be many anxieties around keeping safe, and these will hopefully be alleviated over time if people are sensible, thoughtful and respectful. It has been a long haul, and we are not out of the woods yet as they say. But we have light at the end of a long tunnel, and as a nation we can thank God and count our blessings.
 
The lifting of Covid restrictions in this country is set against a backdrop of a continuing mix of problems and difficulties across the world. There are those countries which live in relative peace and security, but which also of course have their own issues and problems within communities and neighbourhoods; places such as New Zealand and most parts of Australia, which are now able to enjoy going about ordinary life. Whilst other countries such as India are in desperate need of basic life-saving equipment, and already suffer from the most appalling poverty in many areas. And this is not to mention the current state of soaring tensions in Israel and Palestine, the children killed in the school in Russia, the atrocities happening in Myanmar, and so many other situations across the world. It is indeed a very topsy turvy world, with peace and prosperity contrasting with the distressing, depressing and gloomy.
 
On one hand, this reflects the history of the world, thus as it ever was. And on the other hand, we are living today, and we are living in light of one of the biggest viral pandemics ever known. There will be much to reflect on over the coming years, including how we make sense of our experiences, how these experiences form us, how this feeds into and affects our faith. Processing and making sense of trauma is never an easy thing, but as with everything, we can ask for God’s guidance and help. And through His help, we can emerge from trauma with a renewed sense of purpose, a renewed vision for our lives and those across the world. We can re-evaluate, and prioritise, value and appreciate all that is good in our lives, count our blessings, and reflect on the glory and triumph of the resurrection in the renewal of our lives. And more than this, we can continue to trust and grow in the confidence of the promise of Jesus to be with us always, even after He ascended into heaven, through the sending of the Holy Spirit.


Revd Claire
Stainton Church is open for public worship
(updated 13th May 2021)

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.

You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church;
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door); and
· not mingle in the Church
In the current Step 2 of the "Roadmap" to relax the Covid-19 lockdown (from 12th April 2021 until 16th May 2021 inclusive) people are asked to "stay local"; however, we can meet up outdoors with friends and family that we do not live with, either:
· in a group of up to 6 from any number of households (children of all ages count towards the limit of 6)

· in a group of any size from up to two households (each household can include an existing support bubble, if eligible) 

So, whilst we cannot "mingle" with others in Church - we ask that you leave Church at the end of the service this Sunday as promptly and as orderly as you can - we can now at least pause for a chat in the Churchyard after the service as long as we follow this modified "rule of six".

We look forward to Step 3 of the "Roadmap" taking effect on this coming Monday 17th May 2021 when we shall be allowed to mix with others indoors following the "Rule of Six (or two households)"; this will allow us to spend some time in fellowship with one another in Church in small groups after the service rather than being "encouraged to leave promptly" as is the case now.

The Government's new guidance on meeting friends and family from 17th May 2021 (which can be found at this link) emphasises personal responsibility rather than Government rules. Instead of instructing you to stay 2m apart from anyone you don’t live with, you are encouraged to exercise caution and consider the guidance on risks associated with COVID-19 and actions you can take to help keep you and your loved ones safe. Remember that the risks of close contact may be greater for some people than others and in some settings and circumstances there will be specific guidance that you will need to follow even when you are with friends and family. 

Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

With all good wishes to you - Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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