Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 30th April 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Stop Press!!!

The Vicar and Hilton PCC have agreed to re-open St Peter's Church, Hilton, for Public Worship on Pentecost Sunday with a Pentecost Festival Eucharist at 8.00am.

Services in our Churches this week

Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 2nd May 2021 (Easter 5) will be led by our Vicar Revd Claire Todd. The services are: at 9.30am at Brookfield (*) and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 5th May 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

Hilton Church remains closed for the time being, but will re-open of Public Worship on Pentecost Sunday 23rd May 2021 with a service of Festival Holy Communion for Pentecost at 8.00am, led by our Vicar Claire Todd. The details of the weekly services thereafter will be available in the near future.

There will be an on-line service of Compline ("Night Prayer") via Zoom at 6.30pm on Sunday once a fortnight; the next Compline Service will be on Sunday 9th May 2021 and the details you need to join the Zoom Compline are given below (**).
 
If you are unable to join us for the services in Church on Sunday 2nd May 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by Sister Heather Frances Crane, OHP, of St Hilda's Priory, Whitby (Sr Heather is a Member of the Order of the Holy Paraclete (***), and is also Secretary of the Whitby Deanery Synod). Sr Heather reflects on the Ethiopian Official's journey on the road from Jerusalem to Gaza (when he meets the Apostle Philip, who opened the scriptures to him) as told in one of the New Testament lessons for Easter 5 (Acts 8:26-40); you can find the Reflection at this link.

(*) Technology permitting, we hope that the Sunday service at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link.

(**) Topic: Claire Todd Compline Zoom Meeting - Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75257354852?pwd=dVlGZmRvTW9EQXNSV1RNeTBuREZWZz09
Meeting ID: 752 5735 4852   Passcode: r1WmCL
(***) Paraclete:  (Greek: παράκλητος, Latin: paracletus) means advocate or helper. In Christianity, the term "paraclete" most commonly refers to the Holy Spirit. (Source: from Wikipedia)
Claire's Contemplation

Last week I was able to once again go for a swim in the local leisure centre pool. It felt so good to be back in the pool after over a year, and the elation I felt was inexpressible. I am sure many others are feeling similar emotions at being able to once again resume much loved activities, and even more importantly, to meet up in gardens and outdoors for social interaction.

My time in the pool, in addition to working towards fitness, is "God-me time" - a time I use for prayer and contemplation. Apart from counting the lengths, I bring to God all that is on my heart and mind, and with each breath and stroke commend it to him. Then, I just concentrate on the swimming whilst I am alert and open to him speaking to me. This doesn’t always happen straight away, however quite often I find thoughts coming into my mind and heart which are sometimes unexpected. Ideas, people, conversations I might need to have, warnings to slow down a process or plan, reasons for joy; these are all ways God speaks to me. Sometimes we have no words for our prayers, we just know there is so much, or things we cannot express in words, and that’s ok. Even holding all of this before God is prayer itself, and God understands. He embraces our struggles with prayer, and longs to offer us encouragement.

Of course, prayer can happen anywhere. We pray in church, God’s house, which is appropriate and special and wonderful. And we can pray, as many of us do, through the day, on our own or with others, either quietly in our hearts whilst doing something such as waiting in a queue, or out loud in other settings. What is important is that we keep in constant contact with God. The more we grow our relationship with him, and the closer we become, the clearer we hear him speaking to us, guiding and directing us.

The more lengths I push myself to do, the harder it gets. And sometimes it’s like that with prayer. It’s often not easy, and perseverance is hard. But the pay off is immeasurable when we experience prayers being answered, or experience the realness of God hearing our prayers. I am constantly surprised when God answers prayer, or even when he doesn’t appear to but I know he has heard them and will use them in ways beyond my imagining.


Prayer is something we can all do, regardless of our health, age, economic status, ability, or anything else. It is truly universal, and anyone can pray, anytime, anywhere. Our whole life can be a prayer. Limits exist only in our minds as they say (or in the pool when my session ends).

Revd Claire
Stainton Church is open for public worship
At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.


You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church;
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door); and
· not mingle in the Church.
In the current Step 2 of the "Roadmap" to relax the Covid-19 lockdown (from 12th April 2021) people are asked to "stay local"; however, we can meet up outdoors with friends and family that we do not live with, either:
· in a group of up to 6 from any number of households (children of all ages count towards the limit of 6)
· in a group of any size from up to two households (each household can include an existing support bubble, if eligible) 
So, whilst we cannot "mingle" with others in Church we can now at least pause for a chat in the Churchyard after the service as long as we follow this modified "rule of six".

We look forward to Step 3 of the "Roadmap" taking effect on Monday 17th May 2021 (hopefully) when we shall be allowed to mix with others indoors following the "Rule of Six (or two households)"; this will allow us to spend some time in fellowship with one another in Church after the service rather than being "encouraged to leave promptly" as is the case now.
Stainton with Hemlington Annual meetings 2021
The 2021 Annual Meetings for the new Parish of Stainton with Hemlington were held on Sunday 25th April 2021. The following were elected at the two meetings:

Churchwardens: 

Colin Mason and Vernon Clare (2021-2022)
Deanery Synod Rep: 
Bob Ardley (2020-2023)
PCC Members: 

Judith Clare; Penny Ferguson; David Gatenby; 
Elizabeth Revett and Joyce Sturdy 
(there is one casual vacancy to fill).

Copies of the Agendas, Annual Report for 2020 and Examined Accounts for 2020 are available at this link.
Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

With all good wishes to you - Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
Tel: 01642-284525

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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