Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 9th April 2021


We hope you are well and keeping safe.

If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Services in our Churches this week

Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 11th April 2021 (Easter 2) will be led by our Vicar Revd Claire Todd; the preacher at both services will be Joan Mason, Reader at Stainton. The services are: at 9.30am at Brookfield (*) and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 14th April 2021 at 10.00am there will be a Service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

Hilton Church remains closed for the time being.

There will be an on-line service of Compline ("Night Prayer") via Zoom at 6.30pm on Sunday once a fortnight; the next Compline Service will be on Sunday 11th April 2021 the details you need to join the Zoom Compline are given below (**).
 
If you are unable to join us for the services in Church on Sunday 11th April 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this l

 HYPERLINK "https://mcusercontent.com/d561d31b8ad4b720eb3678f18/files/944992e4-958a-4551-a8c9-022fb32e5c1c/WEEKLY_SHEET_2021_04_11_Easter_2.pdf" \t "_blank" ink.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Archdeacon of Cleveland, the Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor. Archdeacon Amanda reflects on Doubting Thomas in the Gospel reading for Easter 2 (John 20: 19-31); you can find the Reflection at this link https://vimeo.com/533907542 

(*) Technology permitting, we hope that the Sunday service at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link.

(**) Topic: Claire Todd Compline Zoom Meeting - Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75257354852?pwd=dVlGZmRvTW9EQXNSV1RNeTBuREZWZz09
Meeting ID: 752 5735 4852   Passcode: r1WmCL
Stainton Church is open for public worship
At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.


You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church;
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door); and
· not mingle in the Church.
In the current Covid19 lockdown people are asked to "stay local"; however, we can meet up outdoors with friends and family that we do not live with, either:
· in a group of up to 6 from any number of households (children of all ages count towards the limit of 6)
· in a group of any size from up to two households (each household can include an existing support bubble, if eligible)
So, whilst we cannot "mingle" with others in Church we can now at least pause for a chat in the Churchyard after the service as long as we follow this modified "rule of six".
Joan's Musings - Acts 4: 32-35 - the story of Doubting Thomas
We all remember doubting Thomas don't we? The disciple who wouldn't believe that Jesus had risen from the dead unless he saw the evidence for himself. Quite reasonable we might think in the circumstances. When next they met Thomas was gently chided by Jesus for his doubt, but he was shown the most undeniable evidence; the wounds of Crucifixion, and he fell at Jesus' feet in worship saying “My Lord and my God”.

If all we remember of Thomas is that he doubted, we do him a great disservice. At other times the gospel accounts show us a courageous, devoted disciple, a seeker after knowledge, very much Jesus' man, who was willing to risk his life for his Lord - a man who was honest enough to admit that at times he did not understand - who was willing to sacrifice his pride in order to learn the truth. There is even a suggestion that he would have been better named "Honest Thomas‟.

We all have doubts about many things. The Jesus story is not without its difficulties; perhaps we question the truth of it all. But for a moment consider Thomas who doubted, and Peter who in panic denied Jesus and the other disciples who ran away in fear and countless numbers more who have been chosen to do God's work despite their doubts or often because of them. God is bigger than the measure of our minds. We cannot contain God within our imagination or understanding, so inevitably there will be much we do not understand. And isn't God all the more to be worshipped for that. Would we want to worship a God who is small enough for us to know and manage. St Thomas recognised Jesus as his Lord and his God and he went on to plant the Christian faith in India where he is still venerated as the "Apostle to India‟.

Joan Mason, Reader at Stainton 
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Two images dominate western art. You can see them in every art gallery and in the stained glass windows of nearly every church. 
One depicts a child in his mother’s arms. The other shows a young man dying on a cross.
The Christian faith says this child and this man are the same person. They say that he is God come down to earth.

This seems preposterous! It’s not how we think of God. Surely God is not a tiny child? Surely God doesn’t hang on a cross? Surely God – if he is God at all – is ‘all powerful’, ‘unchanging’, and ‘all knowing’. In this man, and especially in the awful climax of his awful death, we are invited to consider God as one who is emptied of power, as one who shares the life of earth. This is always the first message of the Christian faith. It is what we must declare before we declare anything else: God is with us.
But there is something else as well. The only reason these images endure and why new ones are made each year, is because the God who shared our life in Jesus and who died on the cross was also risen on the third day. God’s sharing in our humanity is for a purpose: so that our lives can be united with the life of God and even carried into glory.
Jesus, by his death and resurrection gives our lives and gives the whole world a new direction. The inner compass of our humanity is re-set. All this is the achievement of the man upon the cross. His purpose is to die and rise and take us with him. In his death, death is destroyed. In his life, life is restored: sins are forgiven and humanity is reconciled to God.
His name is Emmanuel, which means God is with us.
His name is Jesus, which means God saves.
† Stephen Ebor

(*) Editor's Note: We Christians are all Saints in God's eyes
Stainton with Hemlington Annual meetings 2021
Can we remind you that the 2021 Church Annual Meetings will be held in Church at 12.00 noon on Sunday 25th April 2021 immediately after the 11.00am morning service (*).

As these meetings will the first for the new Stainton with Hemlington Parish we need to elect: 

· two Churchwardens for one year; 

· one Deanery Synod Rep for the remainder of the 2020-2023 term; and 

· a full set of six Lay Reps on the Parochial Church Council (PCC). 

Nomination forms are available in Church (or from Bob Ardley (tel: 01642-284525)); please do consider and pray about who you might nominate for these important roles.

(*) The Meetings will be held in Church provided that this is allowed by the Government Covid19 restrictions; if the Covid19 restrictions do not permit non-worship gatherings in Church on that day the two meetings will be held online via "Zoom".
Clergy Support - Here are our Vicar Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd, Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, M’bro TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984  E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.

Claire's Holiday
Claire is on holiday from Monday 5th April to Saturday 10th April inclusive. If you need urgent support during this time please contact one of your Churchwardens:

Stainton with Hemlington:
Colin Mason: 

01642-591667
Vernon Clare:

01642- 592186

Hilton:
Sally Hamlin: 

01642-590385
Barbara Sowerby: 
01642-591532

Brookfield:
Graham Wilson: 

01642-595597
With all good wishes to you - Bob
Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU Tel: 01642-284525
E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
The Archbishop of York's Easter Day message to the Saints (*) in the Diocese of York:


“He became what we are so that we can be what he is”�St Athanasius (296-373 AD)


“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”�2 Corinthians 5. 21
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