Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 5th March 2021

We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the new national Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.

In the current Covid19 lockdown people are asked to stay at home as much as possible; however, our Covid-safe Churches remain open for Communal Worship and we look forward to welcoming you.
Stainton with Hemlington Annual meetings 2021

The establishment of the new "Parish of Stainton with Hemlington" on 1st March 2021 requires us to hold a Meeting of Parishioners (MoP) to elect Churchwardens and a Special Parochial Church Meeting (SPCM) to elect members of the Laity to the new Parochial Church Council (PCC). These meetings (MoP and SPCM) will be held in Church at 12.00 noon on Sunday 25th April 2021 (the date previously chosen for the Stainton Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)) immediately after the 11.00am morning service (*).

In preparation for the SPCM the Church Electoral Roll for 2019-2025 will be revised. The revision will commence on Saturday 27th March 2021 and end on Saturday 3rd April 2021. Applications forms to join the Roll are available in Church (or from Bob Ardley, Electoral Roll Officer - Tel: 01642-284525 or e-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com). Copies of the new combined Roll (previous Stainton Roll and previous Hemlington Roll) are on the notice boards in the Church porch and Parish Room; those whose name is on the new combined Roll do not need to re-apply.

(*) The MoP/SPCM will be held in Church provided that this is allowed by the Government Covid19 restrictions; if the Covid19 restrictions do not permit non-worship gatherings in Church on that day the two meetings will be held online via "Zoom".
Services in our Churches
Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 7th March 2021 (Lent 3) will be led by our Vicar Revd Claire Todd. The services are: at 9.30am at Brookfield (*) and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 10th March 2021 at 10.00am there will be a service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.


Also on Wednesday 10th March 2021 at 6.30pm there will be the third session of our Church Family (Plurality) Lent study course which is being held online via Zoom; the course will be led by Claire Todd.

Hilton Church remains closed for the time being.

Claire is hosting an on-line service of Compline ("Night Prayer") for the whole Church Family (Plurality) via Zoom at 6.30pm on Sunday once a fortnight; the next Compline Service will be on Sunday 14th March 2021 - here are the details you need to join the Zoom Compline:
  

Topic: Claire Todd Compline Zoom Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75257354852?pwd=dVlGZmRvTW9EQXNSV1RNeTBuREZWZz09

Meeting ID: 752 5735 4852
Passcode: r1WmCL

 
If you are unable to join us for the services in Church this Sunday 7th March 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Rt Revd Glyn Webster, Bishop of Beverley. Bishop Glyn reflects on Jesus' disruption in the temple in the Gospel reading (John 2: 13-22) for this Sunday; you can find the Reflection at this link.

(*) Technology permitting, we hope that the Sunday service at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link.

Services and activities during Lent including the Church Family (Plurality) Lent Study Course

Our Parish Priest Claire Todd will be running an on-line Lent Study Course via "Zoom" for everyone in the three Parishes (including for Stainton e-News readers!). The six‑week course will be held at 6.30pm on Wednesdays in Lent starting on Wed 24th February 2021 and follow the book "The Joy of the Gospel" by Paula Gooder. The book will cost about £6.60 per copy; if you would like a copy so that you can join in with the study please let Claire know as soon as possible by e-mail revtoddy@gmail.com or phone 01642-975984.

Here are the details for joining the study course: 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95706236640?pwd=TTRGZ0w1akhGeGRNRUxaSm9ta3JYZz09
Meeting ID: 957 0623 6640 


Passcode: 495753

Also, the Church Family (Plurality) website calendar has been updated with the details of the services and activities at our three Churches during Lent and Holy Week; you can find a list of the services etc at this link; and the calendar at this link.
Stainton Church is open for public worship

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.


You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; 
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door); and
· must not mingle before or after the service.
Claire’s Contemplation
We all have things we struggle with, and I’m someone who really struggles with ambiguity. Often things aren’t intended to be, and others might think things have clarity, but my dyspraxia influences how my brain interprets things. And so, things like most instructions are ambiguous to me. For instance, ‘line up hinge and bracket on door side’ ……. ummm, on the door side of what? which side of the door? on the edge? which edge? And so, consequently, the gift of this is that I am encouraged to read the Bible more and more through the eyes of the Kingdom, rather than in earthly terms, and to consider the possible various perspectives regarding context and interpretation.

And this week’s Gospel reading is no exception. It is taken from the wonderful Biblical book of John (Chapter 2:13-22). Here, we have the account of Jesus arriving in Jerusalem because it was almost the festival of the Passover of the Jews – the first and most significant festival in Jewish history. On arrival, he overturned the tables of the money changers and drove them out, along with the sheep and cattle, accusing them of desecrating his Father’s house (the money changers, not the sheep and cattle – see, ambiguous).

The people were selling sheep, cattle and doves in preparation for sacrifice in order to celebrate the Passover. Jesus, on one of the rare occasions where we encounter his anger and wrath, turfs these people out of the temple because they had made it a den of thieves, who were swindling people, dealing with ruthless deceit and dishonesty. Then he was challenged by the Jews, asking for a sign of authority. Jesus responds with reference to destroying the temple and building it back up in three days. As with everything he said, Jesus is talking in Kingdom terms, and referring to his body, but they naturally misunderstand, assuming he is talking about the temple building. (ambiguity made clear).

The Passover, or Festival of Unleavened Bread, is a remembrance of the Hebrews’ (Israelites or Jews) liberation by God from their slavery in Egypt, where they had been slaves for four hundred and thirty years (Exodus Chapters 12-15). In a nutshell, Pharaoh had dealt harshly with the Hebrews, and denied Moses permission for the Hebrews to go and worship their God in the wilderness. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he refused to let the Israelites go out of his land. Then God brought about a series of plagues and diseases, which either Pharaoh dismissed, or led to Pharaoh pleading for respite and agreeing to let the people go. However, on being granted respite, he revoked permission and would not let them go. Until eventually they were driven out in a hurry as the Egyptians became frantic and scared. On the night before they were led out of Egypt, the Lord God passed through the land of Egypt and executed his judgement on the wicked ‘gods’ of Egypt. The Hebrews were spared the “passing over” of forces of destruction of the firstborn of both them and their animals, but the Egyptians were not spared. Then, in their hurry to leave, the Hebrews had to take their dough before it was leavened, along with their kneading-bowls wrapped up in their cloaks on their shoulders. On their journey they baked the unleavened cakes/bread to eat.

Pharaoh changed his mind again and decided to pursue the Hebrews with a great army of officers and chariots. The Hebrews panicked but Moses reassured them, and when he lifted and stretched out his hand over the Red Sea with his staff, the sea parted and they crossed over safely. When the Egyptians pursued them, Moses once again held out his hand with his staff and the waters returned and the Egyptians were drowned. All of this was orchestrated by God to show his glory and majesty and greatness, so they would know that he is the Lord who rescued and saved his people.

Whether or not you are familiar with these stories, I encourage you to read them through Kingdom eyes (and minds), and consider various perspectives. What fresh and new things might God reveal to you through this?
Revd Claire
Clergy Support - Here are our Parish Priest Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd
Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane
Brookfield
Middlesbrough TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984 [Note: This is a new number] E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.
With all good wishes to you

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU
Tel: 01642-284525

mailto: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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