Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 28th August 2026
Notices
For the time being, the Church Family Office at Brookfield Church is closed; messages can be left on the answerphone which will be checked from time to time. If you need to speak to someone urgently, please contact the relevant Churchwarden or PCC Secretary.

Also, there is perhaps some confusion between the Bible Course and the Bible Conversations that our Church Family will be hosting as part of the forthcoming “Bible Conversations: Teesside” Campaign – Ctrl-click here to find out more.

 _________________________
“5th Sunday Special” United Church Family Holy Communion

Stainton Church

10.30am on Sunday 30th August 2026
Our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside at our next “5th Sunday Special” United Church Family Holy Communion service which will be held in St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Stainton at 10.30am on Sunday 30th August 2026. 
The “special feature” of this service is that we hope to hold it outdoors (*) in the churchyard, weather permitting [Editor’s note: please do pray for fine, dry weather on Sunday morning]. If you will be at this service, it might be helpful to bring a folding chair with you, if you have one.

Please note that there will NOT be a service at Hilton Church or at Brookfield Church on that day.

(*) If the weather is not suitable for an outdoor event the service will, of course, take place inside Stainton Church.
 _________________________ 
The Festival of Creation in Christ

On Sunday 6 September 2026, the Church of England will celebrate the new, ecumenical, ‘Festival of Creation in Christ’, also known as the Feast of Creation, Creation Day, or Creation Sunday. [Editor’s note: This Feast Day will be celebrated each year on the first Sunday in September]
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Picture credit: York Diocese
General Synod gave final approval to the new annual Festival in July. It connects the liturgical celebration of creation with the Fifth Mark of Mission, to ‘safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth’.

The Festival is one of the fruits of a growing ecumenical movement among churches around the world. It offers Christians an opportunity to give thanks for God’s creation and redemption of the world, reflect on our responsibility to cherish the natural world, and pray for its renewal.

The Festival’s title is deliberately Christ-centred. As the Bishop of Lichfield, Michael Ipgrave, said when introducing the motion at General Synod, it speaks of “creation made through Christ, held together in Christ and destined for renewal in Christ”. It places care for creation within the faith, life, and worship of the Church: not simply as an environmental theme, but as part of Christian discipleship, mission, and hope.

 _________________________ 

Teesside churches unite to open up Bible conversations
Across Teesside, more people are asking questions about Jesus, exploring Christianity, and stepping through church doors. This autumn, churches across the region will respond together through Bible Conversations: Teesside, an initiative led by the Bible Society in partnership with Transforming Teesside Together.

From 1 September until mid-October, an eye-catching Campaign will use billboards, buses, bus stops, social media, and other advertising to invite thousands of people to discover scripture [Editor’s note: Please do keep your eyes open for the Bible Conversations: Teesside publicity – we hope that you won’t be able to miss it!!!]. The campaign includes 12,000 Luke and Acts [free give-away bible] resources, with specially printed guides for exploring the Bible with friends, relatives, neighbours, colleagues, and others curious about faith.

Churches across Stockton, Middlesbrough, and Redcar and Cleveland, including the three Churches in our Church Family, are creating opportunities to continue those conversations by hosting courses, small groups, one-to-one conversations, and relaxed spaces where people can explore the Christian faith together.
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You will be able to find out what is happening where and when, and book free tickets, by clicking on this link or by scanning this QR Code with your smart-phone.
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From 15th September 2026, our Church Family will be hosting The Bible Course, an 8-week course with videos and informal discussion that aims to give an overview of the Bible and its ‘big questions’. This is open to everyone from our three Parishes (and beyond…) – no experience necessary! The course will be held at St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield on Tuesday evenings at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start, beginning on 15th Sept 2026 and then each Tuesday evening until 3rd November.
In addition, we are excited to be holding Bible Conversations - a further opportunity to chat and share our understanding or questions about the Bible with others - in each of our three Parishes as follows:

· St Peter’s Church, Hilton


Thursdays at 11.00am from 10th Sept to 1st Oct 2026

· St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Stainton
Mondays at 1.30pm from 5th Oct to 26th Oct 2026

· Community Living Room, Hemlington

Thursdays at 12.00noon on dates to be confirmed

· St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield

Wednesdays at 11.15am from 4th Nov to 25th Nov 2026
What is the difference between The Bible Course and the Bible Conversations?

The Bible Course is a series of weekly video-based study and discussion sessions lasting eight weeks in total. It helps people understand the Bible as one big, unified story from Genesis to Revelation, giving us all more confidence in reading and applying it to daily life. We hope that Members from all our three Churches will join the Bible Course that our Vicar Revd Laura will be hosting at Brookfield on Tuesday evenings starting on 15th September 2026.
The Bible Conversations that we and other Churches on Teesside will be hosting will provide an opportunity for people in our area to respond to the Campaign’s publicity by coming along to one or more of our drop-in sessions to chat in an informal setting about the Bible. At each session there could be several separate conversations taking place, depending how many come along and where the conversations lead. The four ‘Bible Conversation’ opportunities that will take place in each parish are NOT a course or a joined-up series, but are rather times when people can chat informally over coffee and explore the questions about God and the Bible that interest them. In order for this to work, we need YOU to act as welcomers and hosts! – ideally, lots of church members will come along on each date to take part in the conversations and connect with the guests we hope will join us.

Pease join us in praying for Teesside, for churches preparing to welcome people, and for everyone who will encounter God’s Word through the campaign.
 _________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 30th August 2026 it is Trinity 13 and there will be a single 5th Sunday Special Church Family service of Holy Communion at 10.30am at Stainton Church at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside and which, weather permitting, will be held outdoors – if you are able to bring a folding chair that would be great!
Editor’s note: there will NOT be a service at Hilton Church or at Brookfield Church on that day.
The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 13 are:

· Jeremiah 15:15-21
· Psalm 26:1-8
· Romans 12:9-21
· Matthew 16:21-end
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 13 will be given by the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, our Archbishop of York. Archbishop Stephen will reflect on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 16:21-end). The Reflection can be found at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday
On Tuesday 1st September 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
 ____________________________________
On Sunday 6th September 2026 it is Trinity 14; in addition, along with many other churches, we shall be celebrating the new Feast of Christ in Creation. There will be services as follows:

At 9.30m at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion to celebrate Harvest;
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion;

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a Café Church service of informal worship, with quizzes and discussions and also some simple refreshments [Editor’s note: there will not be Holy Communion at this service]; and

At 4.00pm at Brookfield Church a Church Family at 4 service.

The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for the Feast of Christ in Creation (the first Sunday in September) are:

· Isaiah 55:12-end
· Psalm 96
· Colossians 1:15-20
· Matthew 8:23-27 or John 1:1-14
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 14 / Christ in Creation will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson, Bishop of Hull. Bishop Eleanor reflects on the Gospel passages set for that day (Matthew 8:23-27 and John 1:1-14). The Reflection can be found at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday 

On Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering
On Wednesday 9th September 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion, at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

   ____________________________________
Please pray 

… for the people of Middlesbrough and the surrounding area
following the recent deaths after the crash on the A66 and the house fire. Here is a message from our Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill, posted on the Diocese of York Facebook page last Saturday 22nd August.
“I was shocked to hear the heart-breaking news of this morning’s fatal collision on the A66. My heart and prayers, along with those of churches across our town, go out to everyone involved and to all whose lives have been changed forever by this devastating crash.

“Words are inadequate, but we pray that all those affected, including those who serve in our emergency services, may know God’s presence and love.”

… for Nepal and Tibet
following the recent flash-floods that have occurred. Here is a prayer from Archbishop Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury:

I am praying for all those affected by the devastating flash floods in Nepal and Tibet.

I pray for those who are grieving, and for those who are still waiting for news of their missing loved ones. I pray for the emergency workers in the region, operating in immensely difficult conditions to rescue people and bring relief. I pray too for those who are injured, and for the doctors and nurses working tirelessly to bring healing and rebuild lives.

Into the hands of our loving God, and in the name of Jesus Christ, I place all those who watch, wait and weep.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.

… and for Venezuela

following the recent double-earthquake that hit the city of Caracas and the state of La Guairá and especially for the aid-agencies seeking to support the Venezuelans at this difficult time.

… for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

… for Israel and Palestine, for Lebanon, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially for the recently-agreed ceasefire between America and Iran and the fighting between Israel, Hamas and Hezbollah would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest. 

_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Praise God for the vacancies that have already been filled, and pray for all involved in the recruitment leading up to the Licensing of Priests in remaining Parishes/Benefices. 
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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