Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to this bumper four-week edition of 

the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 10th July 2026
The next edition of the e-News should be sent out on Friday 7th August 2026

50 Years
Province of Jerusalem & the Middle East

Diocese of Cyprus & the Gulf

1976-2026
In 1976 the Anglican Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East was inaugurated and so this year is celebrating its Golden Anniversary. The President Bishop of the Province is Archbishop the Most Revd Hosam Naoum who is also the Bishop of the Diocese of Jerusalem. In the Province are two other Dioceses: The Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf (which is also 50 years old this year) under its Bishop the Rt Revd Sean Semple; and the Diocese of Iran in which the position of Bishop is vacant and is under the care of the Archbishop.
Archbishop Hosam Naoum has written about the war with Iran.

As you are all now painfully aware, in the early hours of February 28th this year, a coordinated and massive military assault was launched by the United States and Israel against numerous cities and installations within Iran. This operation, described by the leaders of the two nations as a ‘pre-emptive’ attack, has brought fire and destruction to the heart of Tehran, Isfahan and beyond, striking at the very centres of governance and civilian life. Moreover, just prior to these events, Israel had also ‘pre-emptively’ attacked various targets in southern Lebanon where the number of casualties has yet to be determined.

Tragically, the cycle of violence has expanded with terrifying speed. In the hours following, Iran launched a widespread reprisal, with missiles and drones targeting Israel and US military assets across the Gulf – striking installations in Kuwait, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Kurdistan‑Iraq, Jordan and Qatar. Sirens also blared across the Holy Land, warning of incoming missiles from Iran. Suddenly, our people from the Mediterranean to the Persia Gulf find themselves once again huddled in shelters, fearing for their lives as the shadow of a total regional war looms over us.

These developments strike at the very soul of our province of Jerusalem & the Middle East. Every single nation now engaged in this combat, and those bearing the brunt of the retaliatory strikes, resides within our ecclesiastical boundaries. Our brothers and sisters in the diocese of Iran are currently enduring the terror of aerial bombardment; our members in the diocese of Cyprus & the Gulf are witnessing the arrival of war at their doorsteps; and our faithful in the diocese of Jerusalem face an unprecedented threat of military escalation.

In the face of such overwhelming force, we recall the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God’ (Matt 5.9). Today, that calling feels heavier than ever before. When the ‘spirit of fear’ threatens to consume our hearts, we must anchor ourselves in the ‘spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound mind’ (2 Tim 1.7).

First, I call upon the global Church to join us in urgent, unceasing prayer. We implore God to protect the innocent—the mothers, the children, and the elderly—who are caught in the crossfire of this ‘Operation Epic Fury’ and the subsequent ‘crushing responses’.

Second, we must offer each other the sanctuary of Christian love. I therefore urge our clergy and laity to be beacons of comfort. In a time of ‘regime change’ rhetoric and military ultimatums, let our message be the unchanging promise of Christ’s peace. 

Finally, we must remain ‘Bridge Builders’. Even as diplomatic windows seem to slam shut, the Church must keep the doors of reconciliation open. We refuse to see our neighbours as enemies, whether they be in Tehran, Tel Aviv, or the military bases of the Gulf. I extend an urgent invitation to the wider Anglican Communion and all people of goodwill: intercede for us now. The hour is late, and the danger is great. We remain ‘battered and bruised but not defeated’
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  ____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next four weeks
On Sunday 12th July 2026 it is Trinity 6 and we celebrate Recognise Sunday when we praise God for all who are involved in Children’s Ministry - there will be services as follows: 

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside;

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong to celebrate Sea Sunday led by Revd Laura.
The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 6 are
· Isaiah 55:10-13
· Psalm 65: 1-13
· Romans 8:1-11
· Matthew 13.1–9, 18–23
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 6 will be given by the Rt Revd Barry Hill, our Bishop of Whitby. Bishop Barry reflects on the Gospel passage – the Parable of the Sower - set for that day (Matthew 13:1-9,18-23). The Reflection can be found at this link. 

On Monday 13th July 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the sixth session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering19
On Wednesday 15th July 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Saturday 18th July 2026 at 10.00am to 12.00noon in Brookfield Church Hall there will be a Charity Coffee Morning in aid of our local Middlesbrough-based Children’s charity BiGKIDS.
     ____________________________________
On Sunday 19th July 2026 it is Trinity 7 and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild;
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church an All-Age Communion service at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside; and

At 4.00pm at Brookfield Church our “Church Family at 4” service on the theme “Jesus the Shepherd” 
The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 7 are:

· Wisdom of Solomon 12:13,16-19
· Psalm 86:11-17
· Romans 8:12-25
· Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 7 will be given by the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, our Archbishop of York. Archbishop Stephen will reflect on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43). The Reflection can be found at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Monday 20th July 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the seventh and last session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 21st July 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 22nd July 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

____________________________________
On Sunday 26th July 2026 it is Trinity 8 and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside;

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Vanessa.

The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 8 are:

· 1 Kings 3:5-12
· Psalm 119:129-136
· Romans 8:26-39
· Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 8 will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson, Bishop of Hull. Bishop Eleanor will reflect on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52). The Reflection can be found at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Tuesday 28th July 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 29th July 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

 ____________________________________
On Sunday 2nd August 2026 it is Trinity 9 and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our guest Priest, the Venerable John Day, will preside;

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside;

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a Café Church service of informal worship, discussions, quizzes and simple refreshments, led by Stainton Churchwarden Vernon Clare; and

At 4.00pm at Brookfield Church our “Church Family at 4” service on the theme “Jesus the Bread (of life)” led by Revd Laura and Revd Vanessa.

The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 9 are:

· Isaiah 55:1-5
· Psalm 145:8-9, 15-22
· Romans 9:1-5
· Matthew 14:13-21
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 9 will be available at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Tuesday 4th August 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 5th August 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

 ____________________________________
On Sunday 9th August 2026 it is Trinity 10 and there will be a single joint Church Family service as follows:

At 09.30am (note the unusual time of) 10.30am at Brookfield Church a Church Family Together Holy Communion service at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside.

[Editor’s Note: There will NOT be a service at Stainton Church or at Hilton Church on that day]
____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

… and for Venezuela

following the recent double-earthquake that hit the city of Caracas and the state of La Guairá and especially for the aid-agencies seeking to support the Venezuelans at this difficult time.
… for Israel and Palestine, for Lebanon, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially for the recently-agreed ceasefire between America and Iran and the fighting between Israel, Hamas and Hezbollah would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest. 

Here is a prayer for Iran from the Rt Revd Guli Francis-Dequani, Bishop of Chelmsford (whose father, the Rt Revd Hassan Dequanit-Tafti was appointed Bishop of Iran in 1961 and became this first Bishop President of the Province):
Ever-loving God,
who hears us in our anguish and distress, and longs for us to be free.
We pray for the people of Iran and the wider Middle East, at this time of fear and uncertainty.
Be near to those who are anxious; bring comfort to all who are suffering.
Guide those with the power to make decisions, and lead them in the ways of wisdom, compassion and moderation: that people of goodwill would seek harmony and reconciliation.
Join us with our Christian brothers and sisters in all places, in praying for peace with justice, through him who is the prince of peace, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Praise God for the vacancies that have already been filled, and pray for all involved in the recruitment leading up to the Licensing of Priests in remaining Parishes/Benefices. 
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
The Diocese of Jerusalem, a diocese of the worldwide Anglican Communion, extends over five countries, including Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine and Israel, within the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East. There are 27 parishes that minister to the needs of their communities, centred on the Cathedral Church of St. George the Martyr, in Jerusalem. The diocese supports 35 institutions, which include: hospitals, clinics, vocational training programmes, kindergartens and schools, as well as institutions for the deaf, the disabled and the elderly, reaching out to interfaith neighbours in mutual respect and cooperation.








The Diocese of Cyprus & the Gulf covers Oman, the Yemen, the seven United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Iraq and the whole of Cyprus. In every part of the diocese, except in Cyprus and Iraq, the congregations are largely expatriate, made up of Christians from Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, the Philippines and the African continent. Many do not come from an Anglican background but find a welcome church home in our Anglican congregations. Through some intricate and special relationships, the diocese is often responsible for churches and congregations which are not Anglican, some of which are still working out their relationships with the bishop and synod. Worship is largely in English but in some locations, we have liturgy in Arabic, Syriac-Aramaic, Tamil and Urdu.
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