Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 3rd July 2026
Venezuela Earthquake:
UK Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Appeal
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Two catastrophic earthquakes have hit Venezuela on Wednesday 24th June 2026. Buildings were reduced to rubble in minutes. Now the survivors urgently need support. The earthquakes struck within seconds of each other. The scale of destruction is huge. Hundreds (*) of people have been killed and the death toll continues to rise. 

The 7.2 and 7.5 magnitude earthquakes struck close to Venezuela’s capital city, Caracas. The second earthquake was the strongest to hit the country in more than a century. Venezuela’s authorities have declared a state of emergency.

Thousands of people are injured, and the country’s hospitals are under extreme pressure. The UN estimates that millions of people have been affected, with more than two million in the worst impacted areas.

The earthquakes caused damage to homes and businesses in Caracas and across several states, with particularly serious impact reported in the La Guairá and Greater Caracas areas. Families are sleeping in makeshift tents on the street, with little protection from the heat and rain. Power lines and roads have been destroyed, and people are cut off from essential supplies.
(*) Editor’s note: At the time of compiling this edition of the e-News the DEC website reports that so far 2,200 people have been killed in the earthquake with the death toll rising, 96,000 buildings are believed to have been damaged or destroyed, and 10,500 people injured with tens of thousands more missing.
ITN have broadcast a Venezuela Earthquake Appeal on behalf of the DEC – you can find this short three-minute-long video on YouTube at this link. The video contains some distressing scenes; in spite of that, your Editor commends the video to you as it conveys the extent of the destruction and the massive need for help.


You can donate online to the DEC Venezuela Earthquake Appeal by Ctrl-clicking on this link or by Ctrl‑clicking on the picture above, or you can donate by phone to this number tel: 0370 60 60 900. 

Very importantly, the UK Government will match donations to this Appeal fund pound-for-pound up to £2million, through its UK Aid Match scheme.
  ____________________________________
Bishops ordain six new Priests to serve in the Diocese of York
Six deacons were ordained priest by the bishops of the Diocese of York over the final weekend in June in the Archdeaconry in which they serve.
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Petertide is an important time in the Church calendar; it is the period around 29th June, the Feast of St Peter [and St Paul!] when, after a period of discernment and training, people are ordained into the Anglican Church. 

Deacons are called to work in the community and assist in church; each candidate will serve as Assistant Curate in a parish within the Diocese of York, the Church of England between the Rivers Humber and Tees and between the A1 and the Yorkshire coast. Generally, after a year as a Deacon, the individual is then ordained as a Priest and, as such, each will be able to carry out the full range of sacraments amongst the community and congregation, including presiding at Holy Communion.
The ordination services were as follows:
Archdeaconry of the East Riding

The Bishop of Hull, the Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson, ordained as Priest: 
· the Revd Rosie Coles (Assistant Curate in the Benefice of Scalby)

at St Laurence’s, Scalby on Saturday 27th June 2026 at 5.00pm

Archdeaconry of Cleveland

The Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill, ordained as Priest: 
· the Revd Peter Birkinshaw (Assistant Curate in the Benefice of Northallerton with Kirby Sigston)

at All Saints, Northallerton on Sunday 28th June 2026 at 10.00am 

The Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill, ordained as Priest: 
· the Revd Donneta Thomas (Assistant Curate in the Whorlton Group Benefice, Stokesley Deanery)

at Holy Cross, Swainby on Sunday 28th June 2026 at 4.00pm 

Archdeaconry of York

The Bishop of Selby, the Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield, ordained as Priest: 
· the Revd Dr Karen Flood (Assistant Curate in the Parish of Marston Moor); 

· the Revd Hannah Theobald (Assistant Curate in Fulford Benefice, York), and 

· the Revd Sam Theobald (Assistant Curate at St Michael-le-Belfrey, York) 
at Selby Abbey on Sunday 28th June 2026 at 6.00pm 

All Parishes in the Diocese, even those who do not have a curate, contribute through the Free Will Offers (FWOs) made to the Diocesan Common Fund to the costs of discernment and training for men and women who feel called to Ordained Ministry. This financial support from Parishes is a vital part of ensuring that Priests will continue to be available to all Parishes as needed in the future.
  ____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 5th July 2026 it is Trinity 5 and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our guest Priest, Revd Marie Edwards, will preside;

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a Baptism service led by Revd Vanessa; and followed by
Note the later start time - At 11.30am at Stainton Church a Café Church service of informal worship, discussions and quizzes led by our Church Warden, Vernon Clare [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Communion at this service].
The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 5 are:

· Zechariah 9:9-18
· Psalm 145:8-15
· Romans 7:15-25a
· Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 5 will be given by the Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor, Archdeacon of Cleveland. Archdeacon Amanda will reflect on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30). The Reflection can be found at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Monday 6th July 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the fifth session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 8th July 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

On Saturday 11th July 2026 at 1.00pm to 4.00pm there will be the annual Hilton Village Fête 
____________________________________
On Sunday 12th July 2026 it is Trinity 6 and we celebrate Recognise Sunday when we praise God for all who are involved in Children’s Ministry - there will be services as follows: 

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside;

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Laura.
The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 6 are
· Isaiah 55:10-13
· Psalm 65: 1-13
· Romans 8:1-11
· Matthew 13.1–9, 18–23
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 6 will be given by the Rt Revd Barry Hill, our Bishop of Whitby. Bishop Barry reflects on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 13:1-9,18-23). The Reflection can be found at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday. 

On Monday 13th July 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the sixth session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 15th July 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Saturday 18th July 2026 at 10.00am to 12.00noon in Brookfield Church Hall there will be a Charity Coffee Morning in aid of our local Middlesbrough-based Children’s charity BiGKIDS.
     ____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine, for Lebanon, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially for the recently-agreed ceasefire between America and Iran and the fighting between Israel, Hamas and Hezbollah would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest. 

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

… and for Venezuela

following the recent double-earthquake that hit the city of Caracas and the state of La Guairá 
_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Praise God for the vacancies that have already been filled, and pray for all involved in the recruitment leading up to the Licensing of Priests in remaining Parishes/Benefices. 
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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