Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 29th May 2026
The Mothers’ Union (MU) is 150 years young!

This year the Mothers’ Union celebrates its 150th birthday with a Celebratory Service in St Paul’s Cathedral in London. The cathedral will be packed with Mothers’ Union members from Britain & Ireland and around the globe. The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd Dame Sarah Mullally, will be joined at this joyous celebration by MU Worldwide President, Kathleen Snow, MU CEO, Bev Jullien and distinguished guests. We want everyone who can’t be at St Paul’s to have the opportunity to celebrate too!

The service is at 5.00pm on Wednesday 10th June 2026 and will be available to watch live from the MU Facebook page at this link.
  ____________________________________
Bishop to give organ recital – Save the Date!
Over the weekend of Saturday 27th to Monday 29th June 2026 Stainton Church is celebrating its Patronal Festival to mark the Feast of St Peter and St Paul. On Sunday 28th June there will be:

At 6.00pm – 8.00pm an Organ Recital followed by some light refreshments. Our former Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Paul Ferguson, has kindly accepted our invitation to give a recital on the beautiful traditional pipe organ in Stainton Church. There is no admission charge to attend the concert – free tickets will be available soon, to help with catering - but generous donations to Stainton Church to support it work in our Parish of Stainton with Hemlington will be gratefully received.
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and the Diocese of York
We very much look forward to welcoming Bishop Paul back into our midst … and to welcoming all the people who attend this time of fellowship and hear our fine organ being played.
  ____________________________________
New ventures in our Church Family
(1) - The Bereavement Journey®
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a ploce to talk

A FREE 7 week course for adults
who have experienced bereavement

Starts Monday 8" June from 6.30pm to 8.30pm
Parish Room, Stainton Church TS8 9JA

Using short videos and discussion, we will gently explore
the impact of grief and bereavement.

Booking is essential.
To book or for more information please contact

Rev Laura Wild: rev.lau ra.wild@gmail.com
or telephone Rev Vanessa Kirby: 07804234388

Local lifts available for non-drivers




“The Bereavement Journey®” is a place to talk; it is a free 7-week course for adults who have experienced bereavement at any time or in any way. Using short videos and discussions, we will gently explore the impact of grief and bereavement.

Our “Bereavement Journey®” course starts on Monday 8th June 2026 from 6.30pm to 8.30pm in the Parish Room attached to Stainton Church, Hemlington Road, Middlesbrough TS8 9AG. Local lifts are available for non-drivers.
Booking to attend this course is essential. To book or to find out more about the course, please contact our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild by e-mail at rev.laura.wild@gmail.com or our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, by ‘phone on 07804-234388.

--- * ---
(2) - “Family Church at 4”

St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield
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St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield is launching a new fortnightly service for families called “Family Church at 4” and which will run through the Summer. 
These services will focus on children, their parents, grand parents and carers as we learn about God in a fun, informal and interactive way.

A simple tea will be served at the end of the service. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

We would love you to join us for the launch of “Church Family at 4” which is at 4.00pm on Sunday 21st June 2026 at St Margaret’s Church, The Oval, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 8EU – there is no need to book, just come along!
For more information about “Church Family at 4”, please contact our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild by e-mail at rev.laura.wild@gmail.com or our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, by ‘phone on 07804-234388.
Here are the scheduled dates for “Church Family at 4”:

· 4.00pm on Sunday 21st June 2026

· 4.00pm on Sunday 5th July 2026
· 4.00pm on Sunday 19th July 2026
· 4.00pm on Sunday 2nd August 2026
· 4.00pm on Sunday 16th August 2026
  ____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 7th June 2026 it is the first Sunday after Trinity / Trinity 1 and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Vanessa Kirby will preside;
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside; and
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a Café Church service of informal worship, discussions, quizzes and simple refreshments, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.
The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 1 are:

· Hosea 5:15 - 6:6
· Psalm 50:7-15
· Romans 4:13-end
· Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 1 will be given by the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, our Archbishop of York. Archbishop Stephen reflects on Matthew 9.9–13, 18–26. The Reflection can be found at this link.
On Monday 8th June 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the first session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 10th June 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  ____________________________________
On Sunday 14th June 2026 it is Trinity 2 and there will be services as follows: 
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Vanessa will preside;
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside;
At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Vanessa; and
At 3.00pm in Meldyke Square outside the Stainton Memorial Hall there will be the 2026 Stainton Big Sing.  Everyone is welcome to gather at the Memorial Hall in Stainton Village at 3.00 pm.  This will be led by Revd Laura Wild, our Vicar, and Revd David Godfrey, Methodist Minister, and supported by the Marske Junior Band who have been invited to accompany the singing.

The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 2 are
· Exodus 19:2-8a
· Psalm 100
· Romans 5:1-8
· Matthew 9:35-10:8
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 2 will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson, Bishop of Hull. Bishop Eleanor reflects on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 9:35-10:8). The Reflection can be found at this link from about the Thursday of the week before that Sunday.

On Monday 15th June 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the second session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Saturday 20th June 2026 at 10.00am to 12.00noon at Brookfield Church there will be a Charity Coffee Morning. 
On Saturday 20th June 2026 at 2.00pm to 5.00pm you are invited to the Hilton Open Gardens event.  At least eight gardens will be open to the public in aid of St. Peter’s Church, Hilton.  Tickets (£10) will be for sale at the church from 1.30-4.00pm on the day and include tea and cake at one of the houses.  Admission is free for wheelchair users, their carers and children under 13.  The ticket (to be shown at each property) will include a map showing which gardens are open.
     ____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine, for Lebanon, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region.  

Here are some prayer-pointers from the Christian Charity the Church Mission Society (CMS):

Prayer requests for Lebanon and the region
· Please pray for the large number of displaced people from South Lebanon who are now living in the streets and in extremely difficult conditions as they seek to survive during this crisis.

· Please pray for the Syrian community in Lebanon, who are facing increasing hardship and prejudice as many lose their homes and are unable to receive medical care when needed. Pray for the church as it seeks to serve and support many among them.

· Please pray for the church in Lebanon, that it will be strengthened and equipped to continue helping those in need – not only for their congregations, but also people from different backgrounds – demonstrating Christ’s love and compassionate care.

· Even in the midst of pain and suffering, many are knocking on the doors of churches, sensing that the church offers a different hope. Ask God to strengthen those serving them to faithfully reflect the love, compassion and peace of Christ to all who come seeking help.

· Please pray for peace in Lebanon, and specially that the country would be protected from civil conflict between Sunni, Shia, and Christian communities, and that people would not turn against one another or blame each other for the current situation.

· Please pray for the wider region, that the missile attacks and violence would cease and that stability and peace would be restored.

Pray for peace, protection and wisdom:

· for diplomacy, dialogue and de-escalation: for violence to cease, for protection from harm and for peace in Iran, Lebanon and across the Middle East

· for respect for human rights and the dignity of God’s children to prevail

· for leaders and decision-makers worldwide to act justly, quickly and decisively to provide much-needed practical support for suppressed civilians

Pray for justice and freedom:

· for the Lord’s protection for Christians imprisoned in Iran on account of their faith and for them to soon be released

· for conditions allowing freedom of religion in Iran, including for all Christians to be permitted to gather for worship freely and establish churches in Iran

· that Christians across the Middle East would not face increased persecution because of heightening instability

Pray for Iranians in exile:

· for Iranians living outside the country who long to return to live or to visit, pray they would soon be able to return without fear

· for Iranians who have been forced to flee in recent years, and are ‘in limbo’ seeking asylum and safety in other countries

Pray for Christian witness:

· for God’s light to shine through the church in Iran, bringing true freedom, healing, dignity and hope

· thanking God for the growing church in Iran, pray for the Body of Christ in Iran to thrive

· that Christians in Iran, Lebanon and across the Middle East would be a compelling testimony to others at this time of turmoil, pointing more and more of God’s children to the Lord

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

Here is a prayer from the Roman Catholic Charity CAFOD:
Loving God,
We pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, that you will be close to them and protect them.

We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices.

We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.

May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine
and for all the world.

Amen.

 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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