Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 29th May 2026
5th Sunday Special – 31st May 2026

Here is a photo of the Church Family Barbeque (BBQ) hosted by the Wild family in the Vicarage garden on 30th June 2024, after the 5th Sunday Special Church Family (Plurality) Holy Communion service at St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield.

This is a reminder that this year, on Sunday 31st May 2026 at 10.30am at Brookfield Church, there will be a single 5th Sunday Special Church Family Communion service followed at 12.00noon by this year’s Church Family Barbeque (BBQ) in the Vicarage Garden at 89 Low Lane, Brookfield: please note – there will NOT be a service at Stainton Church or at Hilton Church this Sunday. Judging by the appearances in this photo the weather for the 2024 BBQ was somewhat cool (just look at all the jumpers, anoraks and hoodies!); let us hope that the weather this coming Sunday will be dry, warm and sunny [Editor’s note: As I type this on Thursday, the BBC Weather App is forecasting “Drizzle and a moderate breeze” for Sunday with temperatures of about 19°C and about a 50% chance of precipitation from noon onwards]. Please pray for God to give us good weather on Sunday.
The 2026 Church Family BBQ is open to all members of our three Churches. If you plan to be there you might like to bring a picnic chair if you have one and also a contribution to the meal as follows:

· Brookfield folk – please bring something savoury
· Stainton folk – please bring something sweet
· Hilton folk – please bring something to drink
“They devoted themselves to the … breaking of bread and the prayers. All who believed were together and had all things in common; … they spent much time together in the temple [garden?], they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts”. (From Acts 2:42-47)
  ____________________________________
Bishop to give organ recital – Save the Date!
Over the weekend of Saturday 27th to Monday 29th June 2026 Stainton Church is celebrating its Patronal Festival to mark the Feast of St Peter and St Paul. On Sunday 28th June there will be:

At 11.00am a Patronal Festival service of Holy Communion; and

At 6.00pm – 8.00pm an Organ Recital followed by some light refreshments. Our former Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Paul Ferguson, has kindly accepted our invitation to give a recital on the beautiful traditional pipe organ in Stainton Church. There is no admission charge to attend the concert – free tickets will be available soon, to help with catering - but generous donations to Stainton Church to support it work in our Parish of Stainton with Hemlington will be gratefully received.
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and the Diocese of York
We very much look forward to welcoming Bishop Paul back into our midst … and to welcoming all the people who attend this time of fellowship and hear our fine organ being played.
  ____________________________________
Day-trip to Holy Island – 6th June 2026

The people at St Clare’s Roman Catholic Church on Low Lane, Brookfield have organised a day-trip to Holy Island – they go every year, it seems – and they have sent an e-mail to our Vicar, Revd Laura, extending an invitation to people from our Church Family of three Churches to join them. They already have one coach full and have booked another coach which they also hope to fill. 

Here are the details from Jackie Smith at St Clare’s. If any e-News Reader would like to go on the trip please would you contact Jackie directly ASAP after this weekend to book your place.

 ******

Hi Laura

I’m from St Clare’s on Low Lane. We are arranging our annual visit to Holy Island on Saturday 6th June [2026] and wonder if any of your parishioners would like to join us. The day supports Stella Maris, a UK-based charity which supports seafarers and fishers [fishermen/fisherwomen], and includes:

· a stop for coffee at Alnwick en-route, 
· a free lunch provided by Stella Maris, 
· a mass in the Anglican Church and time to explore the island and
· a stop for fish and chips (if wanted) at Seahouses on the way home.
The cost is £22.00 for the day. We already have one full coach and are hoping to fill a second coach. 
If there is any interest, please let me know ASAP after this weekend. 
[My phone number for bookings is] 07970 520960 if anybody wants to contact me. 
Many thanks
Jackie Smith


  ____________________________________
New ventures in our Church Family
(1) - The Bereavement Journey®
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a ploce to talk

A FREE 7 week course for adults
who have experienced bereavement

Starts Monday 8" June from 6.30pm to 8.30pm
Parish Room, Stainton Church TS8 9JA

Using short videos and discussion, we will gently explore
the impact of grief and bereavement.

Booking is essential.
To book or for more information please contact

Rev Laura Wild: rev.lau ra.wild@gmail.com
or telephone Rev Vanessa Kirby: 07804234388

Local lifts available for non-drivers




“The Bereavement Journey®” is a place to talk; it is a free 7-week course for adults who have experienced bereavement at any time or in any way. Using short videos and discussions, we will gently explore the impact of grief and bereavement.

Our “Bereavement Journey®” course starts on Monday 8th June 2026 from 6.30pm to 8.30pm in the Parish Room attached to Stainton Church, Hemlington Road, Middlesbrough TS8 9AG. Local lifts are available for non-drivers.
Booking to attend this course is essential. To book or to find out more about the course, please contact our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild by e-mail at rev.laura.wild@gmail.com or our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, by ‘phone on 07804-234388.

(2) - “Family Church at 4”

St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield
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St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield is launching a new fortnightly service for families called “Family Church at 4” and which will run through the Summer. 
These services will focus on children, their parents, grand parents and carers as we learn about God in a fun, informal and interactive way.

A simple tea will be served at the end of the service. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

We would love you to join us for the launch of “Church Family at 4” which is at 4.00pm on Sunday 21st June 2026 at St Margaret’s Church, The Oval, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 8EU – there is no need to book, just come along!
For more information about “Church Family at 4”, please contact our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild by e-mail at rev.laura.wild@gmail.com or our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, by ‘phone on 07804-234388.
Here are the scheduled dates for “Church Family at 4”:

· 4.00pm on Sunday 21st June 2026

· 4.00pm on Sunday 5th July 2026
· 4.00pm on Sunday 19th July 2026
· 4.00pm on Sunday 2nd August 2026
· 4.00pm on Sunday 16th August 2026
  ____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 31st May 2026 it is Trinity Sunday when we celebrate our God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is also a 5th Sunday so there will be a single Church Family 5th Sunday Special service of Holy Communion at 10.30am at Brookfield Church at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside and at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preach. 

This Church Family service will be followed by a Church Family Barbeque (BBQ) in the Vicarage Garden at 89 Low Lane, Middlesbrough TS5 8EF, courtesy of the Wild family, when everybody will be most welcome to share in this time of fellowship (you might like to bring a picnic chair if you have one).

Editor’s note: There will NOT be a service at Stainton Church or at Hilton Church on 31st May.

The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity Sunday are

· Isaiah 40:12-17, 27-31
· Psalm 8
· 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
· Matthew 28:16-20
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity Sunday will be given by the Venerable Andy Broom, Archdeacon of the East Riding. Archdeacon Andy reflects on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 28:16-20). The Reflection can be found at this link.
On Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at 2.00pm there will be a gathering for afternoon refreshments which will be held in Hilton Village Hall.  Gill Sheret may be reached on 01642 598218 to take your reservation.

     ____________________________________
On Sunday 7th June 2026 it is the first Sunday after Trinity / Trinity 1 and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion;

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a Café Church service of informal worship, discussions, quizzes and simple refreshments, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild; and
The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 1 are:

· Hosea 5:15 - 6:6
· Psalm 50:7-15
· Romans 4:13-end
· Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 1 will be given by the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, our Archbishop of York. Archbishop Stephen reflects on Matthew 9.9–13, 18–26. The Reflection can be found at this link from about the Thursday of the previous week.

On Monday 8th June 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the first session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 10th June 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  ____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine, for Lebanon, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region.  

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

Here is a prayer from the Church of England Facebook page, applicable to both wars:
Most holy God and Father

Hear our prayers for all who strive for peace 

and all who fight for justice.

Help us, who today remember the cost of war, 

to work for a better tomorrow;

And, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict, 

bring us all, in the end, 

to the peace of Your presence; 

through Christ our Lord.

Amen

 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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