Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 27th March 2026
BST begins – don’t forget to change your clocks!
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British Summer Time (BST) begins overnight on Saturday/Sunday (*), so please do remember to change your clocks before bed-time on Saturday 28th March 2026 – the clocks need to be put forward one hour.
(*) To be pedantic, the change from GMT to BST takes place at 2.00am on Sunday morning, 29th March 2026.
_______________________________
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Picture credit: Lambeth Palace
Our new Archbishop of Canterbury, Dame Sarah Mullaly, was installed at a service held in Canterbury Cathedral on 25th March 2026. Here is the text of Archbishop Sarah’s sermon preached during the installation service (source).

‘For nothing will be impossible with God’. (Luke 1.37)
May I speak in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

I am delighted to be with you today. Over the last week I have walked the ancient pilgrim path from St Paul’s Cathedral in London to Canterbury Cathedral. Each day my heart and spirits were lifted immeasurably by the people young and old we encountered, even though my aching feet and limbs tell a different story! 

As I have walked, I have been aware that I make this journey both on a personal level, as my ministry moves from being Bishop of London to the Archbishop of Canterbury, but more significantly, I make this journey with others and in the footsteps of the past.

Thomas Becket, one of my predecessors as Archbishop of Canterbury, made this same pilgrim journey over 850 years ago. Today, I think of the many thousand unknown Christians who have trodden these same paths since. And not just on this ancient land, but all across the world, people walk the pilgrim paths of faith each and every day.

Of course, even if you’re following a path, the way can be unknown. Where it leads isn’t always clear, but we can trust in God’s hand guiding us - and in God’s promises.

In the prayer that was written for my pilgrimage by Student Chaplains at The Archbishop’s School, here in Canterbury, they prayed that God might:

“Strengthen us in faith,
Grant us a heart like Christ’s,
gentle, humble, and devoted to the truth,
So that we may share the Gospel with joy.”

Pretty good, isn’t it? And it reminds us that we can all learn from the faith of our young people.

For Mary, perhaps much the same age as those Student Chaplains, following God’s invitation to trust in his promises meant trusting in a future she couldn’t yet see – a future she could never have imagined. Mary was invited to put her faith in God, and to trust in the angel’s words of assurance: ‘For nothing will be impossible with God’. 

I resonate with this, as I look back over my life – at the teenage Sarah, who put her faith in God and made a commitment to follow Jesus. I could never have imagined the future that lay ahead, and certainly not the ministry to which I am now called.

Mary followed in the footsteps of the faithful, her story resonates with the beautiful stories of women like Hannah in the Scriptures.  Mary put her hope in God’s future. She trusted that He was with her, and through Mary, God did a new thing! 

As we approach Holy Week and Easter, we also know that Mary’s journey wasn’t easy and that she faced unimaginable challenges. The sword of grief and pain pierced Mary’s soul - just as Simeon had foretold – most of all at the cross. Yet even that was transformed into the joy and hope of the resurrection. 

But here in this moment of encounter with the angel, before any of this story unfolds, Mary is invited to open her heart, to offer herself and say: “Here I am”. And to put her hope in the angel’s words: ‘For nothing will be impossible with God’.

Some of our Anglican brothers and sisters are unable to be here today due to the war in the Middle East and the Gulf. We pray for them without ceasing, and for all those in war-torn areas of the world, in Ukraine, in Sudan, and Myanmar – that they would know God’s presence with them, just as we pray for peace to prevail.

And in a world already torn by conflict, suffering, and division, we must also acknowledge the hurt that exists much closer to home. We must not overlook or minimise the pain experienced by those who have been harmed through the actions, inactions, or failures of those in our own Christian communities. Today, and every day, we hold victims and survivors in our hearts and in our prayers, and we must remain committed to truth, compassion, justice and action.

As a church, we are a pilgrim people. And like Mary, we are called to trust that nothing will be impossible with God, even when we see so much in the world that makes hope seem impossible.

There is hope because we make this journey ‘with God’ – ‘we do not bear the weight of this calling in our own strength, but only by the grace and power of God’.

We walk with God – trusting that God walks with us. Trusting that in all that we face, in the sorrow and the challenges, as much as in the joy and the delight – we do not walk alone.

There is hope because we are invited to trust that God will do a new thing! The moment of encounter between Mary and the Angel Gabriel announces the mystery of the incarnation – the definitive moment that reveals ‘God-with-us’, Immanuel. 

In the incarnation, we see God becoming one of us - and this gives me such hope for the Church. In the ordinary and extraordinary life of the church, we see God’s hand at work - the Church rolling up its sleeves and getting stuck in, where God is already at work: in the local and the global.

The Church, through the ordinary lives of its people, contains so many extraordinary acts of love:

God’s people, offering a listening ear, a word of encouragement, or prayer for healing;

offering food and shelter, sanctuary and welcome;

in a world that so often seeks to divide us, tables to sit at and conversations to be shared;

And being a simple, loving presence, like the salt of the earth, a light on a hill, the treasure of the kingdom.

A church for the whole nation and for the world, which looks for ways of joining with people of all faiths and none, in acts of service that will transform. A church which extends around the world, with our sister churches in the Anglican Communion, as part of the one holy, catholic and apostolic Church, to embody Christ’s love.

God is at work in the good news of the gospel and in the hearts and lives of ordinary people, who – like Mary – have the audacity to believe that with God we can do extraordinary things.

For me, this trust and hope in God began as I committed my life to Jesus. And God has been with me, each and every step of my pilgrim path, and I trust that He walks with me now.

Maybe as you are listening to me, you are thinking about your own journey. Perhaps it’s smooth, perhaps it’s hard. Knowing God is with you on the journey makes all the difference. I encourage you to visit a church — for a quiet prayer or for a conversation. If you want to talk, you will be heard.

And you can respond to God’s invitation with words as simple as the words of Mary: ‘Here I am.’

As I begin my ministry today as Archbishop of Canterbury, I say again to God: ‘Here I am.’

May we have the audacity to believe in the promises of God: for with Him, nothing will be impossible.

Amen.
†† Sarah Cantuar
---*---

We give thanks to God as we celebrate the installation of Sarah Mullally as the new Archbishop of Canterbury. We pray that she will be filled with wisdom, courage, and compassion as she leads the Church in these times, guiding us in faith, unity, and service to the world. Please join us in saying this prayer which is on our new Church Family Facebook page:

Loving God, 

we ask your blessing upon Archbishop Sarah. 

Grant her grace to lead with humility, strength to stand for truth, and a heart open to your Spirit. 

May she be a faithful shepherd to your people, a voice of hope in the world, and a servant of your love. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen.

     _______________________________
What’s in a name … and who are we?
We often talk about being a “Plurality” but what does that mean, and can we find a better word to describe who we are?
The word “Plurality” is used in the Church of England to describe one or more (groups) of Churches that share a Vicar. So, in legal terms, we are: “The Benefice of the Parish of Stainton with Hemlington and the Parish of Hilton, held in plurality with the Benefice of the Parish of Brookfield” [Editor’s note: How snappy is that!] sharing Revd Laura Wild as our Vicar/Incumbent.
At our Away-Day for people from all three of our Churches held on Saturday 24th January 2026 we spent some time thinking about this and subsequently, after much thought and prayer, Revd Laura has decided that: 
· we are “The Church Family of Brookfield, Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton”, and that 
· we are “serving the local community in Jesus’ name, between the Leven (*) and the Blue Bell Beck”. 
(*) The River Leven is a tributary to the River Tees, joining it in Yarm

To that end Revd Laura has set up a new Facebook (FB) page for us which you can find at this link: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579452492387 . 
We have a Facebook Profile picture which may be familiar to many e-News Readers because it has been on a tour around our Churches since the Away-Day; here it is, along with two maps to show visitors where we are:
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Church Family FB Profile Picture
Church Family FB Map

          Google map showing where we are
We would like to encourage as many people as possible to visit our Church Family Facebook page and to “Follow” it – here is the link again: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579452492387 .
   _______________________________
Our Lent Sermon series

During Lent our sermons will follow the “Growing Good” material from the Church Urban Fund (CUF).
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Here are the Growing Good themes and scripture passages that we shall follow on each Sunday during Lent, and the following Monday morning at 11.15am for one hour at Brookfield Church Hall you will be able to “Continue the Conversation” with discussion about the previous day’s theme.
22nd February (Lent 1)
Theme: PRESENCE
Key Question
What do we want our Church to be known for in our community?

Lectionary Scripture

Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness

Growing Good Scripture
Matthew 5:14-16
“You are the light of the world”

1st March (Lent 2)

Theme: PERSEVERANCE
Key Question

What is the longest running institution in our area? Why so?

Lectionary Scripture

John 3:1-17

Nicodemus


Growing Good Scripture
Jeremiah 29:4-7
“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city”

8th March (Lent 3)

Theme: ADAPABILITY
Key Question

What changes has this Church made in the last year?

Lectionary Scripture
John 4:26-42 
In Samaria – “My food is to do the will of the One who sent me and to complete His work”

Growing Good Scripture
1 Corinthians 9:19-22 
“I have made myself a slave to everybody to win as many as possible”

15th March (Mothering Sunday)

Theme: HOSPITALITY
Key Question

What makes you feel welcome at Church?

Lectionary Scripture

Exodus 2:1-10
Moses’ birth, concealment and adoption

Growing Good Scripture
Luke 14:7-14
Places of honour at the wedding banquet

22nd March (Lent 5)
(Plurality Holy Communion at Hilton Church)





Theme: PARTICIPATION

Key Question

How has God gifted you? Head; hands; heart; task – identify your own gifts

Lectionary Scripture
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Prophesying over dry bones

Growing Good Scripture
Matthew 4:18-22
Call of the disciples - “I will send you out to fish for people”

29th March (Palm Sunday)
Theme: JUSTICE
Key Question

What justice issues do you care about and why?

Lectionary Scripture

Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem

Growing Good Scripture
John 4:1-25

Woman at the well

   _______________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Saturday 28th March 2026 at 9.30am at Hilton Church there will be a “all hands on deck” tidy up of the Church and Churchyard – all volunteers will be very welcome.

On Saturday 28th March 2026 at 10.00am until 12.00noon at Stainton Church the regular monthly church cleaning party will gather to prepare the Church for Holy Week and Easter – all volunteers will be very welcome to help with the cleaning.

  _______________________________
On Sunday 29th March 2026 it is Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week – and we will finish our series of Lenten sermons based on the Church Urban Fund (CUF) “Growing Good” material. Our “Growing Good” theme for this Sunday is Justice and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Guest Priest, Revd Marie Edwards, Chaplain at Hild-Bede College at Durham University, will preside.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Marie Edwards, will also preside.

At 3.00pm at Hilton Church there will be a Family Easter Crafts session, followed by a Palm Procession around Hilton Village.
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The scripture passages we will use at these services are:

· Lectionary choice

Matthew 21:1-11
· Growing Good choice
John 4:1-25
The Diocesan Reflection for Palm Sunday will be given by the Venerable Liz Hassall, Archdeacon of York. Archdeacon Liz reflects on the Gospel passages set for that day (Matthew 21:1-11). You can find the Reflection at this link.

On Holy Monday 30th March 2026 at 11.15am for one hour at Brookfield Church Hall there will be an opportunity to “Continue the Conversation” about the Growing Good sermon theme preached at the services the day before, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.

On Holy Monday 30th March 2026 at 8.00pm there will be online Compline (Night Prayer) led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild – to join in please go to our new “Church Family of Brookfield, Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton” Facebook page at this link https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579452492387 . 
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On Holy Tuesday 31st March 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Holy Tuesday 31st March 2026 at 8.00pm there will be online Compline (Night Prayer) led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild – to join in please go to our new “Church Family of Brookfield, Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton” Facebook page at this link https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579452492387 
On Holy Wednesday 1st April 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Holy Wednesday 1st April 2026 t at 8.00pm there will be online Compline (Night Prayer) led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild – to join in please go to our new “Church Family of Brookfield, Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton” Facebook page at this https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579452492387 
On Maundy Thursday (Holy Thursday) 2nd April 2026 at 6.00pm at Stainton Church there will be a “bring and share meal” to commemorate The Last Supper and which will be followed by Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside
On Good Friday (Holy Friday) 3rd April 2026 at 10.00am till 12.00noon there will be a Family Easter Crafts session at Brookfield Church, led by our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby
On Good Friday (Holy Friday) 3rd April 2026 there will be opportunities to spend “an Hour at the Cross” reflecting on the enormity of the crucifixion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as follows:

· At 12.00 noon at Brookfield Church;
· At 1.00pm at Stainton Church; and

· At 2.00pm at Hilton Church.

On Holy Saturday 4th April 2026 at 10.00am til 12.00noon there will be a Family Easter Crafts session at Stainton Church, led by Revd Laura and Revd Vanessa.
On Holy Saturday 4th April 2026 at 8.00pm there will be an Easter Eve service of Holy Communion at Stainton Church at which our Vicar, Revd Laura, will preside.

On Easter Day Sunday 5th April 2026 there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church an Easter Day Holy Communion at which our guest Priest, Revd Marie Edward, will preside;

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church an Easter Day Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and
At 11.00am at Stainton Church in the Parish Room an Easter Day Café Church service of informal worship, discussion, quizzes and simple refreshments, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild and during which there will be an Easter Egg Hunt in the Church [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Communion at this service].

The Diocesan Reflection for Easter Day will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield, Bishop of Selby. Bishop Flora reflects on one of the Lectionary Gospel passages set for Easter Day (the raising of Lazarus as recounted in John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10). You can find the Reflection at this link from about Maundy Thursday.

On Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 8th April 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  ____________________________________ 

Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region.

Here is a prayer from the Christian Charity Embrace the Middle East:

Almighty God, our refuge and our strength,
we turn to you as we once again witness the rising of conflict
and the fear laid upon ordinary lives.

Trusting in your steadfast love,
we hold before you our friends and partners across the Middle East,
in communities already stretched beyond endurance.
Surround them with your protection.
Be a fortress for those who cannot flee
and a shield for those whose work is to heal and to hope.

We remember before you all whose hearts are filled with dread today
and whose future feels unbearably fragile.
Do not let the innocent be swept away
by the decisions of the powerful.
Break the bow and shatter the spear.from the Christian Charity
Open paths for wisdom, restraint, and justice
where none seem possible.
Give courage to peacemakers
and clarity to those who speak truth.

Let your peace take root
in scorched and fearful places.
Keep our hearts from despair
and teach us to stand with those who suffer,
to pray without ceasing
and to hope, even now, in your redeeming love.

Amen.
… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

Here is a prayer from the Christian Charity World Vision: 

Heavenly Father, hear our prayers for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine.

 

Lord we ask for peace for those who need peace, reconciliation for those who need reconciliation and comfort for all who don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Lord may your Kingdom come, and Your will be done. 

 

Lord God, we ask for you to be with all – especially children who are suffering as the crisis in Ukraine deteriorates. Lord for those who are anxious and fearful. For those who are bereaved, injured or who have lost their lives. And for those who have lost loved ones. Lord hear our prayers. 
Lord, we ask that decisions makers hear Your voice. Parents protecting their families. Church leaders as they support and comfort people. And Lord we ask for wise actions from global leaders - who have the power not only to start wars, but to stop them too.  

 

And Father God we cry out for an end to this crisis. For mercy, peace, and truth – because You are light, hope, power, and love. 
Amen. 

 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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