Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 20th March 2026
Spring is on its way!


Earlier this week we had a (nearly cloudless) blue sky with a bright sun and sharp shadows.
Praise God for His creation!

 _______________________________
Here is an excellent worship song sung by Chris Tomlin; it is “Good, Good Father” and you can find it on YouTube at this link, or just click on the picture below:



Here are the lyrics:
Oh, I've heard a thousand stories 
of what they think you're like 

But I've heard the tender whispers 
of love in the dead of night 

And You tell me that you're pleased 

And that I'm never alone. 

You're a Good, Good Father 

It's who you are, it's who you are, it's who you are 

And I'm loved by you 

It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 

Oh, and I've seen many searching for 
answers far and wide 

But I know we're all searching for answers 
only You provide 
'Cause You know just what we need 
Before we say a word.

You're a Good, Good Father 
It's who you are, it's who you are, it's who you are 
And I'm loved by you 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am.

'cause you are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
Oh, it's love so undeniable I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still [3x] 
As You call me deeper still 

As You call me deeper still 

Into love, love, love.

You're a Good, Good Father 
It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
You're a Good, Good Father 
(You are perfect in all of your ways) 
It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
(You are perfect in all of Your ways) 
It's who I am, it's who I am it's who I am.
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    _______________________________
Here is an article by Amelia Braddick that appeared in this week’s Church Times
[The Church of England] Bishop in Cyprus & the Gulf speaks of ministry at ‘very forefront of this war’
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“AS THE diocese on the forefront of this war, we are offering a ministry of prayer and presence,” the Bishop in Cyprus & the Gulf said as the Middle East entered a second week of conflict.
The Rt Revd Sean Semple spoke to the Church Times from Cyprus. He was in Limassol on the morning of 2 March, when RAF Akrotiri was hit by a one-way attack drone. “It’s an extremely difficult time, but, at the moment, Cyprus is as safe as anywhere in the region, so I’m not feeling any personal danger,” he said.

“As Anglican dioceses go, we are at the very forefront of this war, although we don’t want to take anything away from our brothers and sisters in the diocese of Jerusalem, because obviously there’s great conflict going on in Jerusalem (Comment, 6 March), and in Lebanon (News, 4 March), and equally in the diocese of Iran,” he continued.

The Bishop has been contacting clergy and people within his diocese by means of WhatsApp, emails, and video calls, over the past two weeks, but is hoping to go to the Gulf by the end of next week. “I do have to obviously think about matters of security, but, at the same time, it’s really important to be with your people at a time like this.”

When praying online with people in Bahrain, he can often hear sirens sound in the background. “Sometimes, you can hear the explosions of intercepted missiles and drones. It heightens the sense of danger that we are really living under at this time,” he said.

In his diocese, there are eight countries under attack. “The UAE [United Arab Emirates] has been the hardest hit, followed by Kuwait, Bahrain, and Qatar. What is happening in some of those countries is that we can’t even have in-person church services, because it’s far too dangerous.”

Yet recently, congregations have begun returning to churches in the UAE, “and, in some places, up to three-quarters of the normal congregation is coming to worship, which is rather extraordinary,” he said.

“Where there is only the opportunity for us to connect virtually with one another, we’re doing that, but there are also opportunities to connect physically in some countries, and so, as Christians, we have been hosting people who have been either displaced by the war or have found themselves stranded because of flights being cancelled.”

No in-person church services remain in Qatar, owing to safety concerns, and, in the past couple of days, St Christopher’s Cathedral, in Bahrain, has been closed for public worship.

“What’s been most impressive to me is how quickly our cathedral in Bahrain immediately began to host a service of evening prayer online, and they have made that available to the diocese and the wider world. We’re starting to draw people from across the world to pray with us,” he said.

Many of the clergy within the diocese are drawing on lessons learned during the Covid pandemic. “They have been absolutely wonderful in adjusting very quickly to the crisis. They’ve taken some of those skills, and immediately gone online where they’ve needed to; they’ve used whatever technology they’ve had at their disposal to connect with people, and to ensure that people feel connected and cared for, which is a really, really important feature of the way in which we are continuing ministry at this time.”

Lent and Ramadan are falling at the same time (Quotes, 20 February) this year, and Bishop Semple has been invited to Iftar meals at various Muslim mosques. “We promote a positive relationship, dialogue, and understanding between ourselves and Muslim people,” he said.

“Our notion of being present in this region is grounded in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew chapter five, where we understand ourselves to be attempting to live out being the salt of the earth, the light of Christ in these dark times, and through our interfaith work, particularly, we are attempting to be those peacemakers that build understanding and peace between people.”

Bishop Semple said that: “In years to come, there’s going to be a great need to rebuild and stabilise and heal what has been broken and damaged by this war. As a diocese we will continue, by God’s grace, to be present and prayerful. We would value, firstly, prayers now, for our ministry, our witness in this area, for the work that we are trying to do, not just in managing the crisis, but also in terms of constantly trying to be that positive presence in these countries.”

    _______________________________
And now for some Good News!

Our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, write about the new Wellbeing Café in Hemlington
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As a Pioneer Priest, I continue to seek creative ways to help our local community encounter the love of God. While plans to establish a base at Viewley Hill shops are ongoing, we have begun a new initiative: the Wellbeing Café.

The café takes place every Thursday from 1pm to 3pm in the Community Living Room, a council space open for community use.

In just two weeks, 10 people have joined us. Encouragingly, one guest returned the following week, sharing how much the warm welcome meant to her.

This is a joint initiative between our parish of Stainton with Hemlington, The Beacon Baptist Church in Coulby Newham, and All Nations Church in Hemlington.

We offer a simple hospitality of tea, coffee, toast, and biscuits, alongside activities such as jigsaws, mindfulness colouring, and board games. More importantly, it is a space for conversation, listening, and gently sharing God’s love with those in our community.

[image: image4.jpg]SIMPLE IMPLE ACTS Ak





Please pray for God’s blessing on the Wellbeing Café, and for all who come through its doors.

   _______________________________
Our Lent Sermon series

During Lent our sermons will follow the “Growing Good” material from the Church Urban Fund (CUF).
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Here are the Growing Good themes and scripture passages that we shall follow on each Sunday during Lent, and the following Monday morning at 11.15am for one hour at Brookfield Church Hall you will be able to “Continue the Conversation” with discussion about the previous day’s theme.
22nd February (Lent 1)
Theme: PRESENCE
Key Question
What do we want our Church to be known for in our community?

Lectionary Scripture

Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness

Growing Good Scripture
Matthew 5:14-16
“You are the light of the world”

1st March (Lent 2)

Theme: PERSEVERANCE
Key Question

What is the longest running institution in our area? Why so?

Lectionary Scripture

John 3:1-17

Nicodemus


Growing Good Scripture
Jeremiah 29:4-7
“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city”

8th March (Lent 3)

Theme: ADAPABILITY
Key Question

What changes has this Church made in the last year?

Lectionary Scripture
John 4:26-42 
In Samaria – “My food is to do the will of the One who sent me and to complete His work”

Growing Good Scripture
1 Corinthians 9:19-22 
“I have made myself a slave to everybody to win as many as possible”

15th March (Mothering Sunday)

Theme: HOSPITALITY
Key Question

What makes you feel welcome at Church?

Lectionary Scripture

Exodus 2:1-10
Moses’ birth, concealment and adoption

Growing Good Scripture
Luke 14:7-14
Places of honour at the wedding banquet
22nd March (Lent 5)
(Plurality Holy Communion at Hilton Church)





Theme: PARTICIPATION
Key Question

How has God gifted you? Head; hands; heart; task – identify your own gifts

Lectionary Scripture
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Prophesying over dry bones

Growing Good Scripture
Matthew 4:18-22
Call of the disciples - “I will send you out to fish for people”

29th March (Palm Sunday)
Theme: JUSTICE
Key Question

What justice issues do you care about and why?

Lectionary Scripture

Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem

Growing Good Scripture
John 4:1-25

Woman at the well

   _______________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Saturday 21st March 2026 at 10.00am til 12.00noon at Brookfield Church Hall there will be a Charity Coffee Morning in aid of the Unicorn Centre (Riding for the Disabled).
  ____________________________________ 

On Sunday 22nd March 2026 – Lent 5 – it is also Passion Sunday - and we continue our series of Lenten sermons based on the Church Urban Fund (CUF) “Growing Good” material. Our “Growing Good” theme for this Sunday is Participation 
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At 10.30am at Hilton Church there will be a single Joint Church Family (Plurality) “5th Sunday Special” (*) Holy Communion Service, at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside, assisted by our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, and our Guest Priest, Revd Marie Edwards, Chaplain at Hild‑Bede College, Durham University. [Editor’s note: There will NOT be any service at Stainton Church or at Brookfield Church on that day].
(*) Funnily enough, exceptionally, this “5th Sunday Special HC Service” is actually on the 4th Sunday in March, in order that there can be services in each of the three Churches on the 29th March 2026, which is Palm Sunday.
The scripture passages we will use at this service are:

· Lectionary choice

Ezekiel 37:1-14
· Growing Good choice
Matthew 4:18-22
The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 5 will be given by the Rt Revd Barry Hill, our Bishop of Whitby. Bishop Barry reflects on the Lectionary Gospel passage set for this Sunday (the raising of Lazarus as recounted in John 11:1-45) in which we hear/read that “Jesus wept”. You can find the Reflection at this link.
On Monday 23rd March 2026 at 11.15am for one hour at Brookfield Church Hall there will be an opportunity to “Continue the Conversation” about the Growing Good sermon theme preached at the services the day before, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.
On Tuesday 24th March 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 25th March 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

On Saturday 28th March 2026 at 9.30am at Hilton Church there will be a “all hands on deck” tidy up of the Church and Churchyard – all volunteers will be very welcome.

  _______________________________
On Sunday 29th March 2026 it is Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week – and we continue our series of Lenten sermons based on the Church Urban Fund (CUF) “Growing Good” material. Our “Growing Good” theme for this Sunday is Justice and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Guest Priest, Revd Marie Edwards, Chaplain at Hild-Bede College at Durham University, will preside.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Marie Edwards, will also preside.

At 3.00pm at Hilton Church there will be a Family Easter Crafts session, followed by a Palm Procession around Hilton Village.
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The scripture passages we will use at these services are:

· Lectionary choice

Matthew 21:1-11
· Growing Good choice
John 4:1-25
The Diocesan Reflection for Palm Sunday will be given by the Venerable Liz Hassall, Archdeacon of York. Archdeacon Liz reflects on the Gospel passages set for that day (Matthew 21:1-11). You can find the Reflection at this link.

On Holy Monday 30th March 2026 at 11.15am for one hour at Brookfield Church Hall there will be an opportunity to “Continue the Conversation” about the Growing Good sermon theme preached at the services the day before, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.

On Holy Monday 30th March 2026 there will be online Compline (Night Prayer) led by our vicar, Revd Laura Wild – more details of how to take part will follow shortly.
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On Holy Tuesday 31st March 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Holy Tuesday 31st March 2026 there will be online Compline (Night Prayer) led by our vicar, Revd Laura Wild – more details of how to take part will follow shortly.

On Holy Wednesday 1st April 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Holy Wednesday 1st April 2026 there will be online Compline (Night Prayer) led by our vicar, Revd Laura Wild – more details of how to take part will follow shortly

On Maundy Thursday (Holy Thursday) 2nd April 2026 at 6.00pm at Stainton Church there will be a “bring and share meal” to commemorate The Last Supper and which will be followed by Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside
On Good Friday (Holy Friday) 3rd April 2026 at 10.00am till 12.00noon there will be a Family Easter Crafts session at Brookfield Church.

On Good Friday (Holy Friday) 3rd April 2026 there will be opportunities to spend “an Hour at the Cross” reflecting on the enormity of the crucifixion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as follows:

· At 12.00 noon at Brookfield Church;
· At 1.00pm at Stainton Church; and

· At 2.00pm at Hilton Church.

On Holy Saturday 4th April 2026 at 10.00am til 12.00noon there will be a Family Easter Crafts session at Stainton Church.

On Holy Saturday 4th April 2026 at 8.00pm there will be an Easter Eve service of Holy Communion at Stainton Church.

On Easter Day Sunday 5th April 2026 there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church an Easter Day Holy Communion at which our guest Priest, Revd Marie Edward, will preside;

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church an Easter Day Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and
At 11.00am at Stainton Church in the Parish Room an Easter Day Café Church service of informal worship, discussion, quizzes and simple refreshments, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild and during which there will be an Easter Egg Hunt in the Church [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Communion at this service].

  ____________________________________ 

Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region.

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

Here is a prayer by Revd Dr Inderjit Bhogal, Honorary President of the Fellowship of Reconciliation.

Holy God,
We hold before you all who live close to war and conflict; and all who live close to the threat of war and violence.
We remember especially at this time, people in Ukraine and Russia. We pray for nonviolent and peaceful resolutions of conflict. 
Give us to us all hearts of hospitality and sanctuary, forgive us all our hostility and

hatred.
Bring all people to the humanity you give us, and to the reconciliation and healing for which you give your life.
Strengthen us all to work with you to build justice and peace, reconciliation and healing, in our hearts and homes, in our streets, in all communities, neighbourhoods and nations.
Bless all who live lives for the peace and wellbeing of others, and make their service fruitful.
In the name of Christ.

Amen
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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