Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 27th February 2026
“We have found the secret to peace in the Middle East”.

Not all Jews and Arabs in Israel hate each other, as a recent article on the [image: image1.jpg]DONE =t [SRAEL



  website explains – click here to find out more, you will find quite a few pictures and lots of links to other pages.
Jewish and Arab believers may not be everyone’s favourite in Israeli society, but [they] are equally beloved by one Father, and saved by the blood of the same Son.

Where there once was enmity, Yeshua [Jesus] has brought [them] together and made [them] “one new man” in Him:

“For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.” (Ephesians 2:14-16)
There are some wild ideas of what life looks like for Israeli Jewish and Arab believers in Jesus, but what’s the reality? It’s not easy that’s for sure, but some viral videos give a completely misleading idea of what happens to the believers here in Israel… And there are some secrets bubbling under the surface that may come as a surprise.

Freedom of Religion

The state of Israel has freedom of religion enshrined in law, and everyone is legally free to worship as they please. Although clips of Orthodox Jewish people spitting on Christians gained huge traction on social media, the truth is this sort of thing is extremely rare. Israel is a multicultural society with a mixture of people groups and faiths, and manages to stay tolerant, allowing citizens to follow their religions in safety and freedom.

There are around 400 mosques in Israel, more than 220 Christian churches (including Catholic Churches, Eastern Orthodox, Maronite, Armenian, and many others) and then there are also well over 250 Messianic Jewish congregations, probably nearer 300 [Editor’s note: I find these statistics quite amazing!].

Most of Israel’s two million Arabic speakers are either Muslim or Christian, with some following the Druze religion. There are also a few Israelis following other religious minorities such as Bahais, Mormons, Samaritans and others, but the vast majority of Israelis (over 70%) are Jewish. We don’t know exactly how many Jewish Israelis believe in Yeshua but according to our survey in 2017 there were some 30,000. We believe there are many more today — possibly even double that number.

Is there persecution of believers?

It’s perfectly legal for Israelis to talk about their faith, although not with children. In the Middle East in general it is not considered “kosher” to try to persuade anyone to change their religion from one thing to another. There is the death penalty in many countries for who Muslims to leave their religion, and although the situation is very different in Israel, many Jewish people consider conversion to be like death — as if the person has been lost or taken from the house of Israel. It is seen as a betrayal to believe in Yeshua, and as if the Jewish person has stopped being Jewish (even though they haven’t) and so even though evangelism may be legal, it is very much frowned upon.

If Jewish people choose to follow Yeshua they do so knowing [that] they will face hard implications, often rejection from family, friends, and wider society but there is no violence or danger to speak of. A believer might be ostracized from their family, or even considered dead in some communities, but they will not be physically harmed.

Of course, the situation is more serious for Muslim background believers in the Palestinian Territories and those living in other countries under Sharia law, but even in Israel life for both Jewish and Arab believers often becomes much more challenging for those who make the brave decision to follow Jesus.

Different cultures, but the same family

Jews and Arabs who follow Jesus in Israel may share a common experience of rejection from their communities, but they worship in very different ways.

Messianic Jews usually meet on Shabbat [Editor’s note: the Jewish Sabbath, our Saturday] and worship the Messiah in the Hebrew language. It’s very rare to see a cross or any statues anywhere, but Yeshua is often represented in other ways, such as with a menorah since He is the Light of the World. They follow the Jewish calendar and celebrate Yeshua’s coming, death, and resurrection in the biblical feasts of the Lord, rather than at Christmas and Easter.

Arab Christians, on the other hand, worship on Sundays and in the Arabic language, and Christmas and Easter are big times of celebration. There are many crosses and Christian symbols in Arab churches, and much more readiness to identify with the global church.

For Jewish people, who have a history of being persecuted by the church over the last 2000 years, the association with the wider church can be painful and downplayed. As you can see, get togethers can be complicated! But certainly not impossible. After all, we are one new man in Messiah!

Unity between Jews and Arabs

Here at ONE FOR ISRAEL, Messianic Jewish believers serve shoulder to shoulder with Arab Christians, and we all work together in harmony. This is daily life for us, but we are by no means unique. There are Jewish and Arab believers who are happily worshiping, serving, and living together all over Israel. There are many joint worship events with songs in Hebrew and Arabic, and right now hundreds of Israeli believers have committed to a 40 day fast together, facilitated by the worship group, Solu.[Editor’s note: If you click on the Solu link (or on the picture below) you will be able to watch and listen to an uplifting video of Israeli Christians worshiping God together as they sing the song “Agnus Dei – Hallelujah, Worthy is the Lamb” in English, Arabic and Hebrew, with the lyrics in those languages on the screen so that you can follow them as they sing].



There are Arab churches that minister to Jewish neighbours and Messianic Jewish congregations with Arabic outreach teams.

There are Jews and Arabs studying the word of God together at our [One for Israel] Bible college, and supporting one another as we seek to serve our communities.

“It has been incredible to experience the blessing in getting to know each other, and tasting heaven in the love and unity among these precious brothers,” Dr Erez Soref [President of ONE FOR ISRAEL] said at the end of an MA program for Jewish and Arab pastors. “We were able to discuss difficult and painful issues in a spirit of love and forgiveness. We learned to be transparent with each other in challenging and personal issues, sharing hearts.”
Messianic Jewish pastor, Meno Kalisher, admitted, “The Arab pastors for me were new creatures. Totally new. I didn’t know them before. But when you put all our guys together, listen, we had fun!” Now his congregation has both Jews and Arabs as well as an Arab outreach team which is an integral part of the congregation.

Meanwhile, Arab Pastor Saleem Shalash had his own apprehensions and questions leading up to the course ten years ago. “Are they really believers? Do they believe in the Messiah? Believe in Jesus?” He wondered about his Jewish counterparts. Today his church in Nazareth, Jesus the King, is dedicated to serving Jewish people in Israel and taking them aid along with the Gospel.

“We visited a widow, Jewish widow, a Holocaust survivor, and I remember this visit because it was very unique. We write in three languages in our food packages: in Arabic, Hebrew and English. She looked at me and she said, “Are you Arab?” And I said, “Yes, ma’am.”

She said, “How come Arabs bring food to [someone] Jewish? We are enemies.” I said, “No, we are not.”

“How?” She asked. Saleem replied, “Because of your Messiah.”

And that sums up the situation.
   _______________________________

Our Lent Sermon series

During Lent our sermons will follow the “Growing Good” material from the Church Urban Fund (CUF).
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Here are the Growing Good themes and scripture passages that we shall follow on each Sunday during Lent, and the following Monday morning at 11.15am for one hour at Brookfield Church Hall you will be able to “Continue the Conversation” with discussion about the previous day’s theme
22nd February (Lent 1)
Theme: PRESENCE
Key Question
What do we want our Church to be known for in our community?

Lectionary Scripture

Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness

Growing Good Scripture
Matthew 5:14-16
“You are the light of the world”

1st March (Lent 2)

Theme: PERSEVERANCE
Key Question


What is the longest running institution in our area? Why so?

Lectionary Scripture

John 3:1-17

Nicodemus


Growing Good Scripture
Jeremiah 29:4-7
“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city”

8th March (Lent 3)

Theme: ADAPABILITY
Key Question

What changes has this Church made in the last year?

Lectionary Scripture
John 4:26-42 
In Samaria – “My food is to do the will of the One who sent me and to complete His work”

Growing Good Scripture
1 Corinthians 9:19-22 
“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city”

15th March (Mothering Sunday)

Theme: HOSPITALITY
Key Question

What makes you feel welcome at Church?

Lectionary Scripture

Exodus 2:1-10
Moses’ birth, concealment and adoption

Growing Good Scripture
Luke 14:7-14

Places of honour at the wedding banquet

22nd March (Lent 5)
(Plurality Holy Communion at Hilton Church)





Theme: PARTICIPATION
Key Question

How has God gifted you? Head; hands; heart; task – identify your own gifts

Lectionary Scripture

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Prophesying over dry bones

Growing Good Scripture
Matthew 4:18-22
Call of the disciples - “I will send you out to fish for people”

29th March (Palm Sunday)
Theme: JUSTICE
Key Question

What justice issues do you care about and why?

Lectionary Scripture

Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem

Growing Good Scripture
John 4:1-25

Woman at the well

   _______________________________

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 1st March 2026 it is Lent 2 – and we continue our series of Lenten sermons based on the Church Urban Fund (CUF) “Growing Good” material. Our “Growing Good” theme for this Sunday is Perseverance and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion at which the Revd Marie Edwards Chaplain of Hild-Bede College, Durham, will be our guest president.

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church an informal Café Church service with simple refreshments, quizzes, puzzles and conversations, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service].
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The scripture passages we will use at these services are:

· Lectionary choice

John 3:1-17
· Growing Good choice
Jeremiah 29:4-7
The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 2 will be given by our Archbishop of York, the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell. Archbishop Stephen reflects on the Gospel passage set for that Sunday (John 3:1-17). You can be able to find the Reflection at this link.

On Monday 2nd March 2026 at 11.15am for one hour at Brookfield Church Hall there will be an opportunity to “Continue the Conversation” about the Growing Good sermon theme preached at the services the day before, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.
On Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 4th March 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
  ____________________________________ 
On Sunday 8th March 2026 – Lent 3 – it is also International Women’s Day - and we continue our series of Lenten sermons based on the Church Urban Fund (CUF) “Growing Good” material. Our “Growing Good” theme for this Sunday is Adaptability and there will be services as follows:
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At 9.30am at Brookfield Church an informal “Breakfast Church” service with simple refreshments, quizzes, puzzles and conversations, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. 

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside. 

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong also led by Revd Vanessa.

The scripture passages we will use at these services are:

· Lectionary choice

John 4:26-42
· Growing Good choice
1 Corinthians 9:19-22
The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 3 will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield, Bishop of Selby. Bishop Flora reflects on the [longer] Lectionary Gospel passage set for this Sunday (John 4:5-42). You will be able to find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Monday 9th March 2026 at 11.15am for one hour at Brookfield Church Hall there will be an opportunity to “Continue the Conversation” about the Growing Good sermon theme preached at the services the day before, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.
On Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  _______________________________

Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine
especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians.
… for Iran
especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region.

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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