Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 6th February 2026
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Following Jesus in a digital world - Everyday purpose

Today’s reading (29th January 2026) is taken from Colossians 3:17 (NRSVA):

And whatever you do, in Word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

Reflection

Our digital footprint is an unusual thing. Part of it sits in places we never see. Algorithms send content our way and shape what appears on our screens. Much of this sits outside our control. Yet when something appears that pulls us away from our identity in Christ, we face a quiet choice. No one else may notice. The choice still shapes us.

After reflecting on identity in Christ in yesterday’s reading (Colossians 3:1-3), Paul now shows how this identity directs daily action. He teaches that whatever we do, in word or action, can be offered to Jesus. This includes our digital footprints.

Small choices online Become quiet acts of worship. Not clicking on an advert for something we do not need. A thoughtful comment. An encouraging message. A prayer before posting. Closing a reel instead of slipping into a long scroll. These simple actions strengthen character and witness. They show a heart anchored in Christ rather than shaped by hurry, pressure, or the pull for attention.

In a world that values speed and noise, a steady presence stands out. When life is rooted in Christ, ordinary actions gain meaning. Jesus meets us in these simple choices and forms us through them.

Response

Pause and notice one small online action today. Choose to offer that action to Jesus with gratitude.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, guide My ordinary steps. 
Shape my words and choices online. 
Fill my daily actions with gratitude. 
Help me reflect your presence in quiet and hidden moments today. 
Amen.

___________________________________ 

Vocations Roadshow

Our Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill, is hosting a Vocations Roadshow from 10.00am to 3.00pm on Saturday 7th February 2026 at St Barnabas Church, Linthorpe. This is an opportunity to explore ordained and lay ministries in the Cleveland Archdeaconry. Come for all or just part of the time – bring a packed lunch if you wish (drinks will be provided).
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VOCATIONS
ROADSHOW Saturday 7th February | 10am-3pm

Explore lay and ordained vocations in the Archdeaconry
of Cleveland.

St Barnabas Church, Middlesbrough, TS5 6JR

Email Samantha taylor@yorkdiocese.org to book your

place

Download poster for your church




This Roadshow is NOT JUST FOR PEOPLE CONSIDERING ORDINATION: lay ministries and roles are also covered – specifically Churchwarden and Reader – and there will be short 10-minute talks from people who have been called into these ministries about their experience. If you would like to attend the Roadshow just turn up – it won’t matter if you have not booked a place!
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  ____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 8th February 2026 – the 2nd Sunday before Lent (it is also Racial Justice Sunday) - there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside. 

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by our Vicar, Revd Laura.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the 2nd Sunday before Lent are:
· Genesis 1:1 – 2:3
· Psalm 136
· Romans 8:18-25
· Matthew 6:25-34
The Diocesan Reflection for the 2nd Sunday before Lent and Racial Justice Sunday is given by our Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill. Bishop Barry reflects on the Gospel passage set for this Sunday (Matthew 6:25-34) in which Jesus says to us: “Do not worry!” Bishop Barry unpacks this for us and your Editor would encourage you to watch and listen to this Reflection. You can find the Reflection at this link. 
On Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 11th February 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  ____________________________________ 

On Sunday 15th February 2026 it is the Sunday Next before Lent and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister.
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church an informal Breakfast Church service with simple refreshments, quizzes, puzzles and conversations, led by our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby. [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service].

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside and at which our ALM, Julia Ardley, will preach.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Sunday Next before Lent are:

· Exodus 24:12-end
· Psalm 2 or Psalm 99
· 2 Peter 1:16-end
· Matthew 17:1-9
The Diocesan Reflection for the Sunday Next before Lent will be given by the Venerable Liz Hassall, Archdeacon of York. Archdeacon Liz reflects on the Gospel passage set for that Sunday (Matthew 17:1‑9). You will be able to find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.
On Tuesday 17th February 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 18th February 2026 it is Ash Wednesday and there will be services of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside, as follows:
at 10.00am at Brookfield Church;
at 12.00 noon at Hilton Church; and

at 7.00pm at Stainton Church.

   ____________________________________ 

Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine
especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
… for Iran
especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region.

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.
_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
Some time ago your Editor wrote about the Church of England “Everyday Faith App” that is available from the Apple App Store or from the Google Play Store. 





He would like to share with you now an example of one of the daily reflections that appear in the App as you spend time with God. The Reflection below was part of a series on “Following Jesus in a digital world” during the week commencing Monday 26th January 2026, and was led by Laura Lenander, Leader at Telford Minster.
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