Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
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Picture credits: The Church of England; and https://stockcake.com/i/divine-light-descends_3632512_1603848
Welcome to the three-week edition(*) of the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 19th December 2025
We wish all our readers a very Joyful Christmas as we celebrate 

the birth of Jesus Christ our Saviour, 

and a peaceful New Year.
(*) The next edition of the e-News should be issued for 9th January 2026
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 ____________________________________ 

During Advent, following on from the Nativity Festival, our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild is holding a "Nativity Extras" Plurality Bible Study, looking at the characters who are not usually included in the Nativity scene. 
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This short study course - just four Monday afternoons - will be held from 2.00pm to 3.00pm at St Margaret's Church, Brookfield on the following Mondays: 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd December 2025

 ____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next four weeks
On Sunday 21st December 2025 – Advent 4 there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister (ALM).

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church an informal service of Coffee and Carols led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. [Editor's note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. If you will be attending this service, we would love to see you wearing your best Christmas Jumper/Outfit!
At 4.00pm at Brookfield Church a Christingle Service. If you will be attending this service, we would love to see you wearing your best Christmas Jumper/Outfit!
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Advent 4 are:

· Isaiah 7:10-16
· Psalm 80:1-8, 18-20
· Romans 1:1-7
· Matthew 1:18-25
The Diocesan Reflection for Advent 4 will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield, Bishop of Selby. Bishop Flora reflects on the Gospel passage set for Advent 4 (Matthew 1:18-25). You can find the Reflection at this link. 
On Monday 22nd December 2025 at 2.00pm for one hour at Brookfield Church there will be the fourth and last session of our Plurality Bible Study “Nativity Extras”, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. 

On Tuesday 23rd December 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Tuesday 23rd December 2025 at 4.00pm at Hilton Church there will be a Christingle Service.

On Wednesday 24th December 2025 at 2.00pm at Brookfield Church; there will be a “Pop-Up” Nativity service. 

On Wednesday 24th December 2025 at 4.00pm at Stainton Church there will be a Crib service. 

On Thursday 25th December 2025 – Christmas Day there will be celebration services of Holy Communion for Christmas as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church; 

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church; and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church. 
 _____________________________________
On Sunday 28th December 2025 – The first Sunday of Christmas we will be celebrating the Festival of the Holy Innocents – there will be a single Joint Plurality service of Holy Communion at 10.30am at Stainton Church.

There will NOT be services at Hilton Church or Brookfield Church on that day.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for The Holy Innocents (transferred from 29th December 2025) are:
· Jeremiah 31:15-17
· Psalm 124
· 1 Corinthians 1:26-29
· Matthew 2:13-18
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Christmas 1 are:
· Isaiah 63:7-9
· Psalm 148
· Hebrews 2:10-end
· Matthew 2:13-18
The Diocesan Reflection for The Holy Innocents will be given by the Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor, our Archdeacon of Cleveland. Archdeacon Amanda reflects on the Gospel passage set for The Holy Innocents (Matthew 2:13-18). You can find the Reflection at this link shortly.

On Tuesday 30th December 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 31st December 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  _____________________________________

On Sunday 4th January 2026 – The Second Sunday of Christmas, but we shall be celebrating The Epiphany (transferred from 6th January 2026) – there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church an informal Café Church service for Epiphany with discussions, quizzes, informal worship songs and simple refreshments. [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Epiphany are:
· Isaiah 60:1-6
· Psalm 72:1-15
· Ephesians 3:1-12
· Matthew 2:1-12
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Christmas 2 are:
· Jeremiah 31:7-14
· Psalm 147:13-end
· Ephesians 1:3-14
· John 1:1-18
The Diocesan Reflection for the Christmas 2 will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson, Bishop of Hull. Bishop Eleanor reflects on the Gospel passage set for Christmas 2 (John 1:1-18). You can find the Reflection at this link shortly.

On Tuesday 6th January 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 7th January 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  _____________________________________

On Sunday 11th January 2026 – Epiphany 1 and The Baptism of Christ – there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion. 

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for The Baptism of Christ are:
· Isaiah 42:1-9
· Psalm 29
· Acts 10:34-43
· Matthew 3:13-end
The Diocesan Reflection for the Epiphany 1 will be given by the Rt Revd Barry Hill, our Bishop of Whitby. Bishop Barry reflects on the Gospel passage set for Epiphany 1 (Matthew 3:13-end). You can find the Reflection at this link shortly.

On Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  _____________________________________

Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand 
Following the earthquake that struck on 28th March 2025 Wikipedia reports that: the earthquake directly killed up to 5,352 people in Myanmar and 103 in Thailand, while one person died from shock in Vietnam. Up to 11,404 people were injured and hundreds more were reported missing.
… for Afghanistan Three major earthquakes hit eastern Afghanistan in five days, killing more than 2,200 people and injuring over 3,600. 
… and for Ukraine and Russia

For an end to the war started by Russia.
… for Israel and Palestine
 especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
This Christmas, thousands of Christians will be showing that Christ is at the heart of Christmas by living out his command to love our neighbours, as we provide meals to the hungry and homeless, share carols and hope with our communities, help people seeking asylum to learn English and access public services, give generously to charities and foodbanks, and share a message that is about peace and goodwill to all. And thousands of people will be experiencing Christ at the heart of Christmas as we receive hospitality and shelter, as we are welcomed, as we learn things from people with differing life experiences to our own, as we receive the help we need to experience life in all its fullness, and as we are moved to joy and wonder.


There is no ‘them and us’, only ‘all of us’. This is love.


We pray that Christ will be at the centre this Christmas, but let us together ensure that the Christ we proclaim is seen in love not hate, light not darkness, hope not fear.


Source: � HYPERLINK "https://jpit.uk/is-this-love" ��Joint Public Issues Team�
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