Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
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Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 12th December 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

Jesus moved into our neighbourhood!

A Christmas message from Bishop Barry to us all, 

but especially for those involved with CofE Schools in our Diocese

Our Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill has sent a Christmas 2025 message for schools in the Diocese of York
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You can find and watch Bishop Barry’s short (90-second) video message at this link.  

  ____________________________________
Advent Music:

A moment of calm at the end of the day

This year the Church of England has commissioned seven contemporary composers to each offer a new setting of one of the seven ancient Advent “O Antiphons”. These seven O Antiphons have been recorded by the St Martin’s Voices (a choir, which is part of St Martin’s in the Fields, London), directed by Andrew Earis. The playlist of the seven Antiphons is available on YouTube as follows:
#1 - O Key of David;

#2 - O Emmanuel;

#3 - O King of the Nations;

#4 - O Morning Star;

#5 - O Root of Jesse;

#6 - O Wisdom; and

#7 - O Adonai

Your Editor recommends clicking on this YouTube link and then clicking on the “Play all” button to listen to the seven Antiphons one after the other for 12min 30sec of heavenly music.
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Advent Antiphons - O Key of David
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Advent Antiphons - O Emmanuel
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Advent Antiphons - O King of the Nations.
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Advent Antiphons - O Morning Star
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 ____________________________________
During Advent, following on from the Nativity Festival, our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild is holding a "Nativity Extras" Plurality Bible Study, looking at the characters who are not usually included in the Nativity scene. 
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This short study course - just four Monday afternoons - will be held from 2.00pm to 3.00pm at St Margaret's Church, Brookfield on the following Mondays: 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd December 2025

 ____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Friday 12th December 2025 at 7.00pm there will be the Hilton Village Carol Service in St Peter’s Church
____________________________________ 

On Sunday 14th December 2025 – Advent 3 (also known as Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday) – there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion. 

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for Advent 3 are:
· Isaiah 35:1-10
· Psalm 146:4-10
· James 5:7-10
· Matthew 11:2-11
The Diocesan Reflection for the Advent 3 will be given by the Venerable Andy Broom, Archdeacon of the East Riding. Archdeacon Andy reflects on the Gospel passage set for Advent 3 (Matthew 11:2‑11). You can find the Reflection at this link shortly.
On Monday 15th December 2025 at 2.00pm for one hour at Brookfield Church there will be the third session of our Plurality Bible Study “Nativity Extras”, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. 

On Tuesday 16th December 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Tuesday 16th December 2025 at 7.00pm in the Stainton Memorial Hall there will be the annual Stainton Village Carol Service.
On Wednesday 17th December 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.
  _____________________________________

On Sunday 21st December 2025 – Advent 4 there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister (ALM).

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church an informal service of Coffee and Carols led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. [Editor's note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. If you will be attending this service, we would love to seeing you wearing your best Christmas Jumper/Outfit!
At 4.00pm at Brookfield Church a Christingle Service. If you will be attending this service, we would love to seeing you wearing your best Christmas Jumper/Outfit!
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Advent 4 are:

· Isaiah 7:10-16
· Psalm 80:1-8, 18-20
· Romans 1:1-7
· Matthew 1:18-25
The Diocesan Reflection for Advent 4 will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield, Bishop of Selby. Bishop Flora reflects on the Gospel passage set for Advent 4 (Matthew 1:18-25). You can find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before the Sunday. 
On Monday 22nd December 2025 at 2.00pm for one hour at Brookfield Church there will be the fourth and last session of our Plurality Bible Study “Nativity Extras”, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. 

On Tuesday 23rd December 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Tuesday 23rd December 2025 at 4.00pm at Hilton Church there will be a Christingle Service.

On Wednesday 24th December 2025 at 2.00pm at Brookfield Church; there will be a “Pop-Up” Nativity service. 

On Wednesday 24th December 2025 at 4.00pm at Stainton Church there will be a Crib service. 

On Thursday 25th December 2025 – Christmas Day there will be celebration services of Holy Communion for Christmas as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church; 

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church; and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church. 
_____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand 
Following the earthquake that struck on 28th March 2025 Wikipedia reports that: the earthquake directly killed up to 5,352 people in Myanmar and 103 in Thailand, while one person died from shock in Vietnam. Up to 11,404 people were injured and hundreds more were reported missing.
… for Afghanistan Three major earthquakes hit eastern Afghanistan in five days, killing more than 2,200 people and injuring over 3,600. 
… and for Ukraine and Russia

For an end to the war started by Russia.
… for Israel and Palestine
 especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley
26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
T: 01642-284525
E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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