Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 7th November 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.
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Remembrance Sunday – 9th November 2025
On Remembrance Sunday we shall hold a Community Remembrance Service at Stainton Church. The service will not include Holy Communion, to make it accessible to all. 
The service will begin at the earlier time of 10.45am (instead of the usual 11.00am start) and will include a two-minute silence at 11.00am.

If you or a member of your family is a serving or retired member of His Majesty’s Armed Services, we would be pleased to hear from you – we would like to invite you to present one of the poppy wreaths during the service. Please contact the Editor by e-mail or by SMS text message to mobile number 07910-075752 to volunteer for this role.
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____________________________________
What is Advent and Christmas all about?

Come and see the Nativity Festival at

St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield
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Our Pioneer Minister Revd Vanessa Kirby is organising a Nativity Festival at St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield over the weekend of Friday 28th to Sunday 30th November 2025. Vanessa writes:
My vision for the Nativity Festival is that, as for last year’s Angel Festival at Stainton, we invite the local community, people from across the Plurality and from the wider Church, to come explore the significance of Advent and Christmas.  My prayer is that each person who visits the Nativity Festival will see and sense the wonder of our God told through the story of the nativity.
Nativities of various designs and materials, including some created by children at our local schools, will be on display. You are invited to come and see all the nativities and vote for your favourite. Whilst you are there, tea and coffee, and mince pies and shortbread biscuits will be served. This is a free event – there will be no charge to come and see the nativities and vote for the best one, nor will there be a charge for the refreshments. BUT …. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
The Nativity Festival will be open at the following times:

Friday 28th November: 3.30pm to 5.30pm

Saturday 29th November:2.00pm to 4.00pm

Sunday 30th November 4.30pm to 5.30pm followed by …..

The Close of Festival service in St Margaret’s Church at 5.30pm on Sunday 30th November when we will sing Christmas carols and announce the winning Nativity with the most votes and …. more refreshments will be served!
The Festival will be open to local schools and other community groups on Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd December, or by appointment – please contact Revd Vanessa on mobile no: 07804-234388.
  ____________________________________
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St Cuthbert's Church in Billingham is facing closure due to rising costs and falling attendance
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Picture credit: BBC News
Your Editor is pleased to publicise a fund-raising concert being given by the Middlesbrough Elderly Brothers (and Sister!) (*) to support the Friends of St Cuthbert’s Church, Billingham who aim take ownership of the Church by the end of this year. Come and join in with singing the nostalgic songs of the ’50s, ‘60s and ‘70s. An assortment of delicious refreshments will be available all for the admission of price of £5 per ticket. 
The concert is at 2.00pm on Saturday 15th November 2025 at St Cuthbert’s Church, Billingham.

(*) The Elderly Brothers are led by Mel Russell, husband of Stainton Church member Angela Russell.

____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 9th November 2025 – Remembrance Sunday (it is also celebrated as the 3rd Sunday before Advent) there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside.

At 10.45am at Stainton Church [Editor’s comment: Please note the earlier start time] a Community Remembrance Service which is open to all, and will be led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild [Editor’s note: There will NOT be holy Communion at this service]
At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Laura.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the 3rd Sunday before Advent are:
· Job 19:23-27a
· Psalm 17:1-9
· 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
· Luke 20:27-38
The Diocesan Reflection for Remembrance Sunday is given by the Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor, Archdeacon of Cleveland. Archdeacon Amanda reflects on Romans 8:31-39 [Editor’s note; This is an alternative New Testament reading in the Lectionary for the 3rd Sunday before Advent]. You can find the Reflection at this link.
On Tuesday 11th November 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Tuesday 11th November 2025 at 10.55am at the Hilton War Memorial at the entrance to Hilton Church there will be a Gathering for Reflection and Armistice Day.
On Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

 _____________________________________ 

On Sunday 16th November 2025 – the 2nd Sunday before Advent – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister.

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church an informal Breakfast Church service to celebrate St Margaret, Queen of Scotland whose Feast Day it is. There will be discussion, quizzes and simple refreshments led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. [Editor's note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. 

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby will preside.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for 2nd before Advent are:
· Malachi 4:1-2a
· Psalm 98
· 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13
· Luke 21:5-19
The Diocesan Reflection for the 2nd Sunday before Advent will be available at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Tuesday 18th November 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 19th November 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

 _____________________________________ 

Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand
… for Afghanistan
… for Israel and Palestine
 especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
… and for Ukraine and Russia



_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
 _____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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