Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 31st October 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.
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Remembrance Sunday – 9th November 2025
On Remembrance Sunday we shall hold a Community Remembrance Service at Stainton Church. The service will not include Holy Communion, to make it accessible to all. 
The service will begin at the earlier time of 10.45am (instead of the usual 11.00am start) and will include a two-minute silence at 11.00am.

If you or a member of your family is a serving or retired member of His Majesty’s Armed Services, we would be pleased to hear from you – we would like to invite you to present one of the poppy wreaths during the service. Please contact the Editor by e-mail or by SMS text message to mobile number 07910-075752 to volunteer for this role.

 ____________________________________
Making time each day for God
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If like me you find it hard to make time for God in your very busy life, can I invite you to use the Church of England “Everyday Faith” App on your phone. This gives you, each day: and introduction, a short bible passage, a question to reflect on based on the passage, and a short prayer, all of which you can either listen to or read and which takes no more than five minutes.
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This week

Our journey towards God can be full of wonder
and joy - but also frustration. Sometimes, we
may feel like we're making no progress at all. This
week’s reflections remind us that God delights in
small efforts and encourage us to notice God at
work in our lives - even when it doesn't feel like

much.
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Reading

Zechariah 4.8-10 (NRSVA)

Moreover, the word of the Lord came to me,
saying, ‘The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the
foundation of this house; his hands shall also
complete it. Then you will know that the Lord

of hosts has sent me to you. For whoever has
despised the day of small things shall rejoice, and

shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel.

‘These seven are the eyes of the Lord, which

range through the whole earth.’
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Reflection

Have you recently caught yourself saying, “I
should be doing more” or “I'm not good enough”?
Perhaps even the smallest tasks seem enormous,

and the work unending?

This is exactly what the people of Judah
experienced. They had returned from exile in
Babylon with a monumental task: to rebuild
God's temple. But their progress was slow, and
the new building small and plain. How could this
temple, built by poor, worn people, ever compare
to the old one? They were probably discouraged,

even ashamed of their work.

Yet God spoke to these people through the

prophet Zechariah, telling them not to “despise

the day D little
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insignificant, they are meaningless. As Zechariah
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Response

Take a moment to reflect that you have made
space and time in your day for this time of
reflection and prayer. Notice and appreciate this
effort.
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Prayer

Lord, help us not to despise the days of small
things. Help us trust that you rejoice in our

efforts and will bring them to completion.

Amen.
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You can get the Everyday Faith App from you usual App Supplier by clicking on one of these two icons:

 

 ____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Friday 31st October 2025 at 4.00-6.00pm at Hilton Church there will be the “Hilton Light in the Night” event of “Treats – not Tricks”
  _____________________________________ 

On Sunday 2nd November 2025 – All Saints’ (Sun)Day (transferred from 1st November) – it is also the 4th Sunday before Advent - there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside.

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
At 11.00am at Stainton Church an informal Café Church service with discussion, quizzes and simple refreshments led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild and at which we will welcome our guest speaker, Sam Ireton of the Restoration Church in Grove Hill. [Editor's note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. 

At 4.00pm at Stainton Church a service of Hope and Remembrance.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for All Saints’ Day are:
· Daniel 7:1-3 15-18
· Psalm 149
· Ephesians 1:11-23
· Luke 6:20-31
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the 4th Sunday before Advent are:
· Isaiah 1:10-18
· Psalm 32:1-8
· 1 Thessalonians 1:1-12
· Luke 19:1-10
The weekly Diocesan Reflections have now been reinstated. The Reflection for All Saints’ Day is given by the Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield, Bishop of Selby. Bishop Flora reflects on the Gospel set for All Saints’ (Luke 6:20-31). You can find the Reflection at this link.
On Monday 3rd November 2025 at 12.00noon in Brookfield Church there will be a service for All Souls’ Day. 

On Tuesday 4th November 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 5th November 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
 _____________________________________
On Sunday 9th November 2025 – Remembrance Sunday (it is also celebrated as the 3rd Sunday before Advent) there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside.

At 10.45am at Stainton Church [Editor’s comment: Please note the earlier start time] a Community Remembrance Service which is open to all, and will be led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild [Editor’s note: There will NOT be holy Communion at this service]

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Laura.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the 3rd Sunday before Advent are:
· Job 19:23-27a

· Psalm 17:1-9

· 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

· Luke 20:27-38

The Diocesan Reflection for the Remembrance Sunday will be available at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Tuesday 11th November 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Tuesday 11th November 2025 at 10.55am at the Hilton War Memorial at the entrance to Hilton Church there will be a Gathering for Reflection and Armistice Day.
On Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

 _____________________________________ 

Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand
… for Afghanistan
… for Israel and Palestine
 especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
… and for Ukraine and Russia



_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
 _____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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