Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the two-week issue (*) of the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 17th October 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

(*) The next issue of the e-News will go out on Friday 31st October

Advance notice of the clocks changing!
Readers are asked to remember that British Summer Time (BST) ends and the clocks go back one‑hour overnight (*) on Saturday/Sunday 25th/26th October 2025 
[Editor’s note: please do not change them this weekend, one week early, by mistake!]
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(*) the time change is at 2.00am on Sunday.

 ____________________________________ 

Remembrance Sunday – 9th November 2025
On Remembrance Sunday we shall hold a Community Remembrance Service at Stainton Church. The service will not include Holy Communion, to make it accessible to all. 
The service will begin at the earlier time of 10.45am (instead of the usual 11.00am start) and will include a two-minute silence at 11.00am.

If you or a member of your family is a serving or retired member of His Majesty’s Armed Services, we would be pleased to hear from you – we would like to invite you to present one of the poppy wreaths during the service. Please contact the Editor by e-mail or by SMS text message to mobile number 07910-075752 to volunteer for this role.

 ____________________________________
Bishops pray Gaza ceasefire deal brings immediate relief and comfort
A group of bishops with a close interest in the Holy Land have welcomed the Gaza peace deal, praying that it will "bring immediate relief and comfort". [Editor’s note: Taken from the CofE website].
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The Bishop of Southwark, Christopher Chessun, the Church of England’s lead bishop for the Middle East, together with the Bishops of Chelmsford, Gloucester and Norwich, said there now needs to be a "fundamental shift in attitudes and behaviour" to secure long-term peace.

They said that what had happened in Israel and Gaza "must never be allowed to happen again, anywhere" and pledged to continue to stand in solidarity with the Churches of the Holy Land.

They said: “We hope and pray that today’s agreement will bring immediate relief and comfort to those imprisoned and held hostage, to those who are hungry and homeless and to those fearful for their lives and the lives of their loved ones. After two years of unimaginable death and destruction now is the time for all parties to turn away from war and commit to peace.

“A credible peace must start with a ceasefire, but it will not last without a fundamental shift in the attitudes and behaviours that, for too long, have maintained Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territory and thwarted Palestinian self-determination and statehood. The settler violence in the West Bank must cease and the settlement-expansion programme must be reversed.

“We call on our own Government and the wider international community to now work tirelessly in order for Hamas, and for other Palestinian factions, to fully commit to decommissioning their arms and dismantling their military capabilities, while at the same time securing the necessary commitments from Israel to end the occupation in accordance with the International Court of Justice’s ruling of July 19, 2024.

“All wars, even this war in Gaza, are subject to international law. Where those laws have been broken, those responsible must be held accountable, even after the war’s end.

“To do otherwise would be to undermine respect for the rules of war and to encourage a culture of impunity in future conflicts. What we have seen in Gaza these last two years must never be allowed to happen again, anywhere. Similarly, the attack on Southern Israel on October 7, 2023 and the killings and taking of hostages must never be repeated anywhere.

“We continue to hold that the only path to a just peace for Israelis and Palestinians, is a two-state solution that provides for a safe and secure Israel alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian state.

“To that end, we will continue to stand in solidarity with the Churches of the Holy Land in ensuring that their people’s voices, including their hopes and their anxieties as to the future, are not ignored in the weeks and months ahead.

“A lasting peace is not one that that is imposed by outside powers, but one that is built and owned by the affected communities themselves. Palestinian Christians have an important part to play in that process and we will support them in their efforts to be peacemakers.”

· The Rt Rev Guli Francis-Dehqani, Bishop of Chelmsford

· The Rt Rev Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester

· The Rt Rev Graham Usher, Bishop of Norwich

· The Rt Rev Christopher Chessun, Bishop of Southwark
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  ____________________________________
Plurality Bible Study Course
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Picture Credit: The Bible Society
Our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, is running a seven-week Bible Study Course for people from all three of our Churches. The Course is held at St Margaret's Church Hall, Brookfield at 2.00-3.00pm on the Mondays 8th September to 20th October 2025 and will follow "The Bible Series" material from the Bible Society. 

The Bible Series will deepen our understanding of the Bible and its over-arching story and help us engage in great conversation. Discover the Bible: world-shaping literature, in one big story, which still cuts through to the heart today. The seven sessions are:

Part 1: Introducing the Bible – What is the Bible? See the Bible's relevance in the twenty-first century.

Part 2: Origins and Meaning – Why were we created? Genesis shows us that we are created on purpose, for a purpose. 

Part 3: Exodus and Freedom – What is freedom? Explore freedom from captivity and freedom in Jesus.

Part 4: Exile and Peace – How do we deal with suffering? Find hope beyond the darkness.

Part 5: Messiah and Love – Who is Jesus? Discover the source of true love.

Part 6: Spirit and Community – What part do we have to play? See how God uses normal people like us and how we are made for community.

Mon 20th Oct - Part 7: Hope and home – How does the story of the Bible end? Our future hope inspires confidence in our uncertainty today. 

____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next three weeks
On Sunday 19th October 2025 – Trinity 18 – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister.

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church an informal Harvest Festival Breakfast Church service with discussion, quizzes and simple refreshments led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild and our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby. [Editor's note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. We would be very pleased to receive any Harvest gifts of non‑perishable foodstuffs that you would like to donate at this service, all of which will be sent to the Middlesbrough Foodbank.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Vanessa will preside.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 18 (Proper 24) are:
· Genesis 32:22-31
· Psalm 121
· 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5
· Luke 18:1-8
The lessons set in the Lectionary for a Harvest Festival service are:
· Deuteronomy 26:1-11
· Psalm 100
· Philippians 4:4-9 or Revelation 14:14-18
· John 6:25-35
On Monday 20th October 2025 at 2.00pm in Brookfield Church Hall there will be the seventh and last session (“Hope and home – How does the story of the Bible end?”) of our Plurality Bible Study Course led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. The sessions last for about one hour and follow “The Bible Series” material from The Bible Society. 

On Tuesday 21st October 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 22nd October 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

_____________________________________ 

On Sunday 26th October 2025 – the Last Sunday after Trinity (it is also celebrated as Bible Sunday) there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Hope and Remembrance led by Revd Laura.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Last Sunday after Trinity (Proper 25) are:
· Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
· Psalm 84:1-7
· 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
· Luke 18:9-14
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Bible Sunday are:
· Isaiah 45:22-25
· Psalm 119:129-136
· Roman 15:1-6
· Luke 4:16-24
On Tuesday 28th October 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 29th October 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Friday 31st October 2025 at 4.00-6.00pm at Hilton Church there will be the “Hilton Light in the Night” event of “Treats – not Tricks”
  _____________________________________ 

On Sunday 2nd November 2025 – All Saints’ (Sun)Day (transferred from 1st November) – it is also the 4th Sunday before Advent - there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside.

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
At 11.00am at Stainton Church an informal Café Church service with discussion, quizzes and simple refreshments led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild and at which we will welcome our guest speaker, Sam Ireton of the Restoration Church in Grove Hill. [Editor's note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. 

At 4.00pm at Stainton Church a service of Hope and Remembrance.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for All Saints’ Day are:
· Daniel 7:1-3 15-18
· Psalm 149
· Ephesians 1:11-23
· Luke 6:20-31
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the 4th Sunday before Advent are:
· Isaiah 1:10-18
· Psalm 32:1-8
· 1 Thessalonians 1:1-12
· Luke 19:1-10
On Monday 3rd November 2025 at 12.00noon in Brookfield Church there will be a service for All Souls’ Day. 

On Tuesday 4th November 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 5th November 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

_____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand
… for Afghanistan
… for Israel and Palestine
 especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
… and for Ukraine and Russia



_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
 _____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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