Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 8th August 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

Summer Family Activities at St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield
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10am to 11.30am
This is a free event for Local families
and Will include
Bible stories, crafts, games, singing
ond a mid morning snack.

Children must be accompanied by an adult

With thanks to Feast of Fun
for funding these sessions.
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St Margaret's Church, Brookfield is hosting in the Church Hall some exciting Summer Family Activities on Mon 18th, Tues 19th, Wed 20th and Thurs 21st August from 10.00am to 11.30am. There will be Bible stories, crafts, games, singing and a mid-morning snack. Primary aged children and their parents, grandparents or carers are welcome; there will also be a toddler play area for little ones (pre‑school children). All children will need to be accompanied by an adult.
Please contact Revd Vanessa by phone on 07804-234388 or e-mail on rev.vanessakirby@gmail.com for more details. 
 _____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Saturday 9th August 2025 (Mary Sumner Day) at 2.30pm at Stainton Church there will be a fund-raising Strawberry Tea and History Walk and Display. Tickets cost £5 per adult and can be purchased at the door. 
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  Picture credit: Coast and Country Cottages
The funds raised will be shared between the Stainton Branch of the Mother’s Union (MU) to support its Mission Work locally and the “Summer of Hope Appeal” of the National MU which will support women in crisis-hit communities.
 _____________________________________
On Sunday 10th August 2025 – Trinity 8 – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion, at which Revd Marie Edwards will preside; 
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Marie will also preside; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Vanessa Kirby, our Pioneer Minister.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 8 (Proper 14) are:
· Genesis 15:1-6
· Psalm 33:12-22
· Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
· Luke 12:32-40
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 8 is given by the Venerable Andy Broom, Archdeacon of the East Riding. Archdeacon Andy reflects on the Gospel reading set in the Lectionary (Luke 12:32-40); you can find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before Trinity 8. 

On Tuesday 12th August 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 13th August 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion 

 _____________________________________ 
On Sunday 17th August 2025 – Trinity 9 there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise, led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister;

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a “Breakfast Church” service of informal worship with discussions, quizzes and simple refreshments, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]; 

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 9 (Proper 15) are:
· Jeremiah 23:23-29

· Psalm 82

· Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2

· Luke 12:49-56

The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 9 is given by the Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor, our Archdeacon of Cleveland. Archdeacon Amanda reflects on the Gospel reading set in the Lectionary (Luke 12:49-56); you can find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before Trinity 9. 

On Monday to Thursday 18th, 19th, 20th and 21st August 2025 from 10.00am to 11.30am in Brookfield Church Hall there will be Summer Family Activities for primary school children and their (grand)parents or carers; there will also be a playgroup area for pre-school children.
On Tuesday 19th August 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 20th August 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

 _____________________________________ 
Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand
Pray for all those affected by the recent massive earthquake that occurred in Myanmar on Friday 28th March 2025: for the Military Junta in Myanmar; the success of the DEC Myanmar Earthquake Appeal, and all the humanitarian aid agencies seeking to support those in great need. Nearly four months on from the earthquake, people still need critical support including food, water, shelter and medical aid. 

Here is a prayer from the Hong Kong branch of the Christian Charity Open Doors:
· Give thanks for practical and pastoral support of local partners in Myanmar, and pray that they’ll be kept safe, resourced and encouraged as they serve people

· For all those deeply affected by the earthquakes, asking God to pour His comfort, healing, hope and love into their hearts

· For an end to the bombings and the obstacles to aid reaching people.

… for Israel, Palestine and now Iran
 

The situation in the Middle East has become catastrophic! We need as much specific prayer as possible. Please pray for;

· Hamas to release the remaining Israeli hostages as soon as possible

· A softening of Israel’s stance on Palestine and a willingness to negotiate constructively for an end to the war in Gaza and the West Bank.

· The opening up of the border crossings between Israel and Gaza, and for the resumption of humanitarian aid and relief to reach those who so desperately need it.

· An urgent enduring ceasefire between Israel and Iran following the new war that has opened up between them just a few weeks ago.

· For Iranian, Palestinian and Israeli Christians that they would be strong in their faith as they trust God for their future.

Here is a prayer from Anglican Aid of Australia:

God of the nations,  
whose kingdom rules over all,
have mercy on our broken and divided world. 

In the land of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
Bring peace in our time, O Lord. 
In the land of our Saviour’s birth,
banish the spirit that makes for war.

Please give wisdom to those you have placed in authority.
Rescue the captives, shield those in danger, and bind up the broken hearted. 

For those fighting for justice, may they be strengthened by your grace. 
For those walking in darkness, may the light of your face shine upon them.  

We especially pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ who have been caught in the crossfire in both Israel and Gaza.

O Lord, preserve life and shelter for those who own and proclaim your name in those lands.

Above all, we pray that the peoples of Israel and the Middle East will find everlasting hope in you. 
And in the land of your Son’s redeeming death and resurrection, 
turn hearts to look to the Saviour and live. 

Bring peace, Lord, while we wait for Christ’s coming and rule, 
When all people will beat their swords into ploughshares, 
When nation will not take up sword against nation, 
And when every tear will be wiped away 
by the Prince of Peace and Lord of Lords, 

Amen. 

…. and for Ukraine and Russia



For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine, giving thanks that talks are taking place and pray that there will be a satisfactory outcome to those talks which is acceptable to both sides.

Here is prayer from the Rt Rev Dr Shaw Paterson, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
Almighty God, Your Son came to be the Saviour of the world and the Prince of peace.

Give us grace to follow in his ways and to fulfil our calling as peacemakers in his name.

May his Holy Spirit so move in the hearts of all people and among the nations of the world,
That the barriers of fear, suspicion and hatred which separate us may crumble and fall, and the peoples of the world be united in justice and peace;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley
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