Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 13th June 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

Stainton “Big Sing 2025”
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Picture Credit: Bob Ardley (2017 “Big Sing” event)
This year’s “Stainton Big Sing” will be held in Meldyke Square (outside the Stainton Memorial Hall, in the centre of the Village) at 3.00pm on Sunday 22nd June 2025. This is a joint venture by our Parish Church and our Stainton Methodist Friends and will be led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, and Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, together with Revd Charity Hamilton, Minister of Linthorpe Road Methodist Church.

This year the theme will be “Creation and Creatures of God” so do bring your pet(s) with you!
We hope for some fine weather and that you will be able to join us for this open-air witness of our faith. 
We are again grateful to the Marske Brass Band who will supporting us with their musical accompaniment as they have for many previous “Big Sing” events.
 _____________________________________
Keep Your Fork!
Your Editor was pleased to attend, along with a large number of other people, the funeral of Mandy Robinson, Bishop Barry’s PA, who died on Monday 26th May 2025. Mandy’s funeral was held on Thursday 12th June 2025 in Stokesley Methodist Church where Mandy’s husband Andrew is the Minister. Before her death Mandy had compiled a list of her wishes for her funeral which was full of the Good News of Salvation that knowing Jesus brings. There was no doubt from the lyrics of the hymns and songs, and the scripture passages that Mandy had chosen for the funeral that she would have eternal life with her Lord.
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Picture Credit: Bob Ardley
One particular thing Mandy asked for was for each person attending the funeral to be given a fork (to be taken away with them after the service as a reminder!), and indeed for her to be placed in the coffin holding a fork in her right hand, and the story “Keep Your Fork” to be read out during the service. Here is that story as read out by Bishop Barry:
A woman was diagnosed with terminal illness and given three months to live. She asked her preacher to come by her house to discuss her funeral.
She told him which songs she wanted sung at the service, what scriptures to read, and what dress she wanted to be buried in. She also requested to be buried with her favourite Bible. As he prepared to leave, she suddenly remembered one more thing. “I have one more request,” she said excitedly.

“What’s that?” the preacher replied.

“This is very important,” she continued. “I want to be buried with a fork in my right hand.”
The preacher looked at her, not knowing quite what to say.

“That surprises you?” she asked.

“To be honest, I am puzzled,” he replied.

The woman explained, “In all my years of attending church fellowships and potluck dinners, I always remember that when the dishes were being cleared, someone would inevitably lean over and say, ‘Keep your fork.’ It was my favourite part, because I knew that meant something better was coming . . . like velvety chocolate cake or deep-dish apple pie. Something wonderful! So, I want people to see me in that casket with a fork in my hand. When they ask you, ‘What’s with the fork?’ Then I want you to tell them, ‘She believed the best is yet to come.’”

“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” – Matthew 25:34

  _____________________________________
Plurality Bible Study Course
Our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, is running a Bible Study course for people from each of the three Parishes in our Plurality. Everybody will be most welcome! The sessions will be held fortnightly in Brookfield Church Hall at 2.00pm for one hour. 
The course follows on from the “Faith Pictures” Lent Study Course that Revd Laura led for us. This Study Course will look at the “Companions on our (Faith) Journey”. The third session will be on Monday 16th June 2025 when we will look at Rahab.
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Rahab appears in person once in the Bible, but is
referred to a faw ofher fimes, and always in a posifive
light. This is surprising, because she wasn't part of the
Israelite family, but was instead from one of the cities
in the promised land.

Joshua, the Israelite leader, sent out spies fo Jericho to
See what the city was like, and before long they were
discovered and had fo hide. They threw themselves on
the mercy of a prosfitute, Rahab, who agreed fo hide
them if they agreed to keep her and her family safe
when the Israelites arrived. As a resull, she sent the
guards who were searching for the spies on a wild
goose chase and helped them to escape.

Because of this she is remembered throughout

Hebrew history as someone of faith, who trusted in
God and served Him. Not bad for someone who
wasn't part of the family.

THENES

Faith, Courage, Trus, Infelligence

WHERE CAN | READ WORE?

Joshua 2, Joshua 6:22:23, James 2:25, Hebrews
11:31
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  _____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 15th June 2025 – Trinity Sunday there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister.
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a “Breakfast Church” service of informal worship, led by our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, with discussions, quizzes and simple refreshments [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]; and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura Wild will preside, and during which there will be the enrolment of new Members of the Stainton Branch of the Mothers’ Union (MU).
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity Sunday are:
· Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
· Psalm 8
· Romans 5;1-5
· John 16:12-15
The Diocesan Reflection for the Trinity Sunday is given by the Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor, Archdeacon of Cleveland. Archdeacon Amanda reflects on the Gospel reading (John 16:12-15) – you can find the Reflection at this link.
On Monday 16th June 2025 at 2.00pm at Brookfield Church (Hall) there is the third session of our fortnightly Plurality Bible Study “Companions on our Journey” when we shall be looking at Rahab. These study sessions are open to anyone from any of the three Churches in our Plurality, will last about one hour, and will be led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.

On Tuesday 17th June 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 18th June 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

_____________________________________
On Sunday 22nd June 2025 – Trinity 1 there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside and Revd Laura will preach; 

At 3.00pm in Meldyke Square in the middle of the Village (outside the Stainton Memorial Hall) there will be the 2025 Stainton Big Sing – Come and join us for this time of out-door witness as we think about Creation and the Creatures of God …. And do bring your pet(s)!!!
At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Marie Edwards.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 1 are:
· Isaiah 65:1-9
· Psalm 22:19-28
· Galatians 3:23-29
· Luke 8:26-39
The Diocesan Reflection for the Trinity 1 will be available on the Diocesan website at this link by about the Thursday of the previous week.

On Tuesday 24th June 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 25th June 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

 _____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand
Pray for all those affected by the recent massive earthquake that occurred in Myanmar on Friday 28th March 2025: for the Military Junta in Myanmar; the success of the DEC Myanmar Earthquake Appeal, and all the humanitarian aid agencies seeking to support those in great need.
… for Israel, Palestine and Lebanon
 

The situation in Gaza has become catastrophic! We need as much specific prayer as possible. Please pray for;

· Hamas to release the remaining Israeli hostages as soon as possible

· A softening of Israel’s stance on Palestine and a willingness to negotiate constructively for an end to the war in Gaza and the West Bank.
· The opening up of the border crossings between Israel and Gaza, and for the resumption of humanitarian aid and relief to reach those who so desperately need it.

…. and for Ukraine and Russia


For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine, giving thanks that talks are taking place and pray that there will be a satisfactory outcome to those talks which is acceptable to both sides.
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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