Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 23rd May 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

The National Churches Survey: giving every church a voice.
Christian Publishing and Outreach (CPO) are thrilled to introduce
The National Churches Survey: giving every church a voice.
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The National Churches Trust is carrying out a major new survey to help policymakers, the media, and the wider public better understand the challenges churches face and to highlight the vital work that churches, like yours, do. This survey has the support of denominations, faith, and heritage groups across the country and we encourage you to take part.

Your response will provide essential evidence to build a clearer picture – to tell a stronger, more informed story about your church, and others like it, so that together we can address some of the biggest challenges facing churches and help ensure their future.

Please complete The National Churches Survey and encourage others you know to join in too. The more churches that take part, the more impactful it will be.

The survey is live from 6 May – 30 June.

To take part in the survey just click on the picture above.
  _____________________________________
Plurality Bible Study Course
Our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, is running a Bible Study course for people from each of the three Parishes in our Plurality. Everybody will be most welcome! The sessions will be held fortnightly in Brookfield Church Hall at 2.00pm for one hour. 
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Ruth's story is fold, unsurprisingly, in the book of
Ruth. Ruth sfory is one of faithfulness and kindness
to her mother-in-law, Naomi, and how she
experiences God's faithfulness through this.

After iragedy siruck, both Ruth and Naomi were
both left as widows, - the pain of this is so great that
Naomi changes her name fo Bitter (literal meaning
of Marah in Hebrew). Ruih chose fo leave her
hometown and return o Israel with Naomi. They
had litle, but befween them they managed o
survive by picking the leffover grain from the side of
fields. Here Ruth met Boaz - a man who followed

God, who is kind, has infegrity, and she eventually
marries him.

Ruth is remembered throughout sraelite history as
the grandmofher of David. Like Rahab she was a
non-lsraelite, who played a pivoral role in God's
plan for His people, and she offers us an amazing
example of selfless love which put Naomi before.
herself

THEMES

Loyalty, Selflessness, Trusting in God, Pain,
Hardship.

WHERE CAN I READ HORE?

Ruth.
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The course follows on from the “Faith Pictures” Lent Study Course that Revd Laura led for us. This Study Course will look at the “Companions on our (Faith) Journey”. The second session will be on Monday 2nd June 2025 when we will look at Ruth.
  _____________________________________
2025 Church Annual Meetings
Please pray for the Brookfield 2025 Annual Meeting, especially that willing nominees will be found for the posts that are to be filled by election.

The Brookfield 2025 Annual Meetings – the Meeting of Parishioners (to elect Churchwardens), and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be held in Brookfield Church at 

11.00am on Sunday 25th May 2025 immediately after the 9.30am service that day.

_____________________________________

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 25th May 2025 – Easter 6 – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion, followed by the Brookfield 2025 Annual Meetings; 
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Easter 6 are:
· Acts 16:9-15
· Psalm 67
· Revelation 21:10, 22 to 22:5
· John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9
The Diocesan Reflection for Easter 6 is given by the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York. Archbishop Stephen reflects on one of the Gospel readings set in the Lectionary (John 14:23-29); you can find the Reflection at this link. 

On Monday 26th May 2025 it is a Bank Holiday.

On Tuesday 27th May 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 28th May 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion 

Thursday 29th May 2025 is Ascension Day – at 4.00pm at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Evening Prayer.

Thursday 29th May 2025 is Ascension Day – at 7.00pm at Stainton Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

On Friday 30th May 2025 at 12.00 noon at Stainton Church there will be Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come.

On Saturday 31st May 2025 at 12.00 noon at Stainton Church there will be Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come.

_____________________________________
On Sunday 1st June 2025 – Easter 7 (Sunday after Ascension Day) there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion 

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a “Café Church” service of informal worship with discussions, quizzes and simple refreshments [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Holy Communion at this service];.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for Easter 7 are:
· Acts 16:16034
· Psalm 97
· Revelation 22:12-14,16,17,20,21
· John 17:20-26
The Diocesan Reflection for the Easter 7 will be available on the Diocesan website at this link from about the Thursday of the previous week.
On Monday 2nd June 2025 at 12.00 noon at Brookfield Church there will be Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come.

On Monday 2nd June 2025 at 2.00pm at Brookfield Church (Hall) there is the second session of our fortnightly Plurality Bible Study “Companions on our Journey” when we shall be looking at Ruth. These study sessions are open to anyone from any of the three Churches in our Plurality, will last about one hour, and will be led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.

On Tuesday 3rd June 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Tuesday 3rd June 2025 at 12.00 noon at Brookfield Church there will be Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come.

On Wednesday 4th June 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Wednesday 4th June 2025 at 12.00 noon at Brookfield Church there will be Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come.

On Thursday 5th June 2025 at 12.00 noon at Hilton Church there will be Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come.

On Friday 6th June 2025 at 12.00 noon at Hilton Church there will be Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come.

On Saturday 7th June 2025 at 12.00 noon at Hilton Church there will be Prayer for Thy Kingdom Come.

On Saturday 7th June 2025 at 2.00-5.00pm there will be Hilton Open Gardens in aid for Hilton Church funds. Eight gardens in the village will be open to the public for visiting. Tickets will be for sale at the church from 1.30 pm on the day.  The cost is £10 per person which includes tea and cake at one of the houses.  Admission is free for wheelchair users, their carers and children under 13 years old. The ticket will include a map showing which gardens are open.  This ticket will need to be shown on entrance to each property.

 _____________________________________
On Sunday 8th June 2025 – Pentecost Sunday there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion 
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong
 _____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand
Pray for all those affected by the recent massive earthquake that occurred in Myanmar on Friday 28th March 2025: for the Military Junta in Myanmar; the success of the DEC Myanmar Earthquake Appeal, and all the humanitarian aid agencies seeking to support those in great need.
… for Israel, Palestine and Lebanon
 

The situation in Gaza has become catastrophic! We need as much specific prayer as possible. Please pray for;

· Hamas to release the remaining Israeli hostages as soon as possible

· A softening of Israel’s stance on Palestine and a willingness to negotiate constructively for an end to the war
· The opening up of the border crossings between Israel and Gaza, and for the resumption of humanitarian aid and relief to reach those who so desperately need it.

…. and for Ukraine and Russia


For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine, giving thanks that talks are taking place and pray that there will be a satisfactory outcome to those talks which is acceptable to both sides.
_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU
T: 01642-284525
E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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