Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 28th March 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.
The clocks change this weekend
British Summer Time begins!
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Can we remind e-News Readers that the clocks change this weekend as British Summer Time (BST) begins over Saturday night / Sunday morning (*). Don’t forget to put your clocks forward one hour! We hope that you will all be on time for the service on Sunday morning.

(*) The time changes from GMT to BST at 02.00hrs on Sunday.

_____________________________________

Roofing repairs to Stainton Church

The other day we discovered that some of the cast-iron guttering had fallen off the South-side of the Chancel roof at Stainton Church and had broken into several pieces where it landed on the ground. Whilst inspecting the broken guttering and the rest of the roof of the Chancel the Churchwardens noted that the pointing on the Chancel ridge tiles was also in a poor state of repair. An order has been given to our Roofing Contractor to re-point the ridge tiles and renew the guttering along the South-side of the Chancel. This work requires scaffolding to be erected around the Chancel area of the Church – this scaffolding work is booked to take place on Monday 31st March 2025.
If you are in Stainton Churchyard during the coming few days, please take extra care whilst the roofing repairs are being undertaken.
 _____________________________________

Creation of the new 2025-2031 Church Electoral Roll
And 2025 Stainton Church Annual Meetings
The New 2025-2031 Stainton Church Electoral Roll will be compiled during the period starting on Saturday 22nd March and ending on Friday 18th April 2025. Please note that there is no automatic transfer of names from the Old Roll to the New Roll so even if your name was on the Old Roll you will need to fill in an application form to join the New 2025-2031 Roll.

Application forms to apply to join the new Roll are available in Stainton Church or can be downloaded and printed off from the Stainton 2025 Annual Meetings page of the Plurality website by clicking here. Completed application forms should be given to Bob Ardley, Stainton Electoral Roll (ER) Officer ASAP and by Friday 18th April 2025 at the absolute latest.
The Stainton with Hemlington 2025 Annual Meetings – the Meeting of Parishioners (to elect Churchwardens), and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be held in Stainton Church at 

12.00 noon on Sunday 11th May 2025 immediately after the 11.00am service that day.
Application forms to join the New Hilton Electoral Roll or the New Brookfield Electoral Roll are available from the respective ER Officers in those two Parishes. Note that the dates for submitting completed applications forms will be different to those stated above.
The Hilton 2025 Annual Meetings – the Meeting of Parishioners (to elect Churchwardens), and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be held in Hilton Church at 2.00pm on Monday 12th May 2025.The closing date for receipt of applications to join the new Hilton Electoral Roll is Monday 31st March 2025 
The Brookfield 2025 Annual Meetings – the Meeting of Parishioners (to elect Churchwardens), and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be held in Brookfield Church Hall at 11.00am on Sunday 25th May 2025 immediately after the 9.30am service that day.

Lent - Preparing for Easter

On six Thursdays during Lent our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will be holding a Lent Study Course, using the “Faith Pictures” material from the Church Army. The dates of the sessions are:
Thursdays: 6th March, 13th March, 20th March, 27th March, 3rd April, and 10th April. On each of these Thursdays there will be two sessions:
· An afternoon session from 12.30pm to 1.30pm in Brookfield Church Hall; and

· An evening session from 7.00pm to 8.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room.

  _____________________________________

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 30th March 2025 – the 4th Sunday of Lent - Mothering Sunday – there will be a single Joint (Plurality) service as follows:
At 9.30am at Stainton Church – a 5th Sunday Special Holy Communion service on the theme of “Generosity” at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside. We will begin with a shared breakfast at 9.30am and the Communion service itself will start at 10.30am. Our guest preacher will be Phil McBride from the Diocesan Generous Giving Team.
[Editor’s note: there will NOT be a service at Hilton Church or at Brookfield Church on that day].
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Lent 4 are:
· Joshua 5:9-12
· Psalm 32
· 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
· Luke 15:1-3,11b-32
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Mothering Sunday are:
· Exodus 2:1-10 or 1 Samuel 1:20-28
· Psalm 34:1-10 or Psalm 127:1-4
· 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 or Colossians 3:12-17
· Luke 2:33-35 or John 19:25-27
The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 4 / Mothering Sunday is given by the Revd Dr Ian McIntosh, Diocesan Director of Mission and Ministry. Ian reflects on a Gospel reading (Luke 15:8-10) for Mothering Sunday; you can find the Reflection at this link.
On Tuesday 1st April 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 2nd April 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion 

On Thursday 3rd April 2025 at 12.30pm – 1.30pm in Brookfield Church Hall there will be the fifth afternoon session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

On Thursday 3rd April 2025 at 7.00pm – 8.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room there will be the fifth evening session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

 _____________________________________
On Sunday 6th April 2025 – the 5th Sunday of Lent (Lent 5, also known as Passion Sunday) – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister.
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside. 
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a “Café Church” service of informal worship with discussion, quizzes and simple refreshments. This service will be led by a team of Lay people from the Church [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. 
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Lent 5 are:
· Isaiah 43:16-21
· Psalm 126
· Philippians 3:4b-14
· John 12:1-8
The Diocesan Reflection for the Lent 5 will be available on the Diocesan website at this link from about the Thursday of the previous week.
On Tuesday 8th April 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 9th April 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Thursday 10th April 2025 at 12.30pm – 1.30pm in Brookfield Church Hall there will be the sixth and last afternoon session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

On Thursday 10th April 2025 at 7.00pm – 8.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room there will be the sixth and last evening session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

Please continue to pray 

… for Israel, Palestine and Lebanon
 

Give thanks for the recent ceasefire agreed between Israel and Hezbollah in Southern Lebanon, and for the recent ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in Gaza. Pray that the first phase of the ceasefire will continue as the two side prepare for the second phase.
Please pray for a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in the West Bank; and for Israeli, Palestinian and Lebanese Christians.

Here is a prayer for Palestinian Christians taken from the Embrace the Middle East website:

God of peace and justice,

Our hearts break as we acknowledge the reality of violence, oppression and uncertainty for the people of Gaza, the West Bank and those who have been forced to flee. O Lord, we cry out to you; do not turn your face away.

We lift before you our Palestinian sisters and brothers, remembering that we are all part of the one household of God. May you surround them with your loving kindness and may they know your ever-present help.

We especially plead for the Christian community in Gaza – for those who remain and for those who have fled. Give peace and protection to those sheltering in the churches, and comfort and guide those who have become refugees in foreign lands.

We commit Embrace’s Christian partners to you as they continue to bring hope and healing to their communities. Grant them the strength they need to continue serving, and protect them as they give sacrificially to others. 

In a world full of violence, hate and injustice, may you keep our hearts pure and fill us with imagination for the ways of peace. Help us to hold all those who call Palestine and Israel home in our hearts and give us courage and opportunities to speak up for justice and a future in which all peoples can thrive.

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen.

…. and for Ukraine and Russia


For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine, giving thanks that talks are taking place and that there will be a satisfactory outcome to those talks which is acceptable to both sides.
Here is a prayer from the Anglican Community of the Church of England in Kyiv, Ukraine on their Facebook page:
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Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, in this existential
moment for Ukraine we call to you and pray...

- Give Ukraine strength and resources to survive in
the war for attrition.

- Give strength to its people to stay resilient under
constant shellings and bombardments.

- Give wisdom to political and military leaders and
prevent them from military and political
miscalculation.

- Provide Ukraine with support of all those who
stand against evil and violence.

- Ukraine needs God's miracle to get sustainable
peace, justice and reconstruction. Please make this
miracle happen.

Amen




_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU
T: 01642-284525; 

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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