Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 7th March 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.
National Day of Reflection – Sunday 9th March 2025

Sunday 9th March 2025 is the “Day of Reflection across the UK for the COVID-19 pandemic”. It is an opportunity to come together to remember those who lost their lives since the pandemic began and to honour the tireless work and acts of kindness shown during this unprecedented time. 
2025 marks five years since the pandemic began and we continue to honour and remember those affected. 
People and communities are invited to come together on the COVID-19 Day of Reflection, to mark the day in ways that feel meaningful to them. 

The UK Commission on Covid Commemoration was set up to find appropriate ways to remember those who lost their lives since the pandemic began, and to explore how we mark this period of our history.

The Commission held an in depth consultation with those most impacted by the pandemic, including representatives from bereaved family organisations. In September 2023 it published its final report, recommending an annual UK-wide day of reflection.
By continuing to hold a Day of Reflection, in line with previous years, we hope to offer communities across the country the opportunity to join together in commemoration of those who lost their lives.

On Sunday 9 March 2025, people are invited to:
· remember and commemorate those who lost their lives since the pandemic began

· reflect on the sacrifices made by many, and on the impact of the pandemic on us all

· pay tribute to the work of health and social care staff, frontline workers and researchers

· appreciate those who volunteered and showed acts of kindness during this unprecedented time

Here are some prayers that you can use as we reflect on the Covid19 pandemic; they are taken from the Church of England website.

Reflect

Loving God, 
You hold all our times in your hands: our past, our present, our future. Be close to us now as we remember the Covid pandemic. Be especially close to all of us who are thinking of someone we loved and knew, but see no longer, whether family, friend, colleague or neighbour. Help us to trust that they are at peace with you, and comfort us with your presence.

Connect

Loving God, 
You place us in families and communities, and we give you thanks for all those around us who serve us and help us in so many ways. Give wisdom to community leaders, to our schools, hospitals, care homes and other agencies who make a difference to our lives. Help each of us to have the courage to reach out with thanks and kindness to those around us and to speak words of faith as we share the good news of your love.

Hope

Loving God, 
Help us to live as people of hope, knowing that beyond the pain of the cross lies the joy of resurrection. Inspire us in our worship, through our churches and in our homes, that we may bring glory to you and joy to others. Be with those who are struggling in mind, body or spirit, and give courage to those who are facing uncertainty and change ahead. Help each of us to keep our eyes fixed on you, that we may reflect your light to all whom we meet.

Prayers

Dear God,
 
be with us as we think about all that has changed, and help us to trust that you are always with us. Be close to us as we remember those who have died, and help us to trust they are at peace with you. Show us how to reach out to others with kindness and care, so that hope shines out in every heart and home,
Amen.
 
God of love, 
as we think about all that has changed, help us to trust that you are always with us. As we remember those who have died, help us to trust they are at peace with you. As we reach out to others with kindness and care, may hope shine out in every heart and home.
Amen.

 _____________________________________
Ordained Women Gather in Cleveland Archdeaconry

Thirty ordained women in licensed posts across the Archdeaconry of Cleveland (from the Tees southwards to Ryedale and the A1 eastwards to Whitby) gathered for an afternoon recently with Bishop of Whitby Barry Hill. [Editor’s note: you might recognise some familiar faces in the photo below!]
Led jointly by Bishop Barry, Archdeacon of Cleveland Amanda Bloor and Bishop’s Advisor for Women’s Ministry Dianne Gamble, the group enjoyed fellowship over afternoon tea and spent time praying together.

“We shared with one another how ordained ministry feels at the moment, the kind of Church we hope to see in the years to come and what we can best do across the diocese to help us get there,” said Bishop Barry. He added, “It was good to spend time reflecting candidly together about the pain of gender inequality as well as the joys of ministry, and to have opportunity to express again how hugely grateful to God I am for the wonderful, ordained women of the Archdeaconry.”
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The group heard from new Archbishop’s Advisor for Pastoral Care Mo Theodosius, and from research into maternity policy and ordained women from working class contexts – both being led by people from the Archdeaconry.

“It was good to be with fellow ordained women and to share thoughts about ministry,” said Archdeacon Amanda.

“One woman had been in the first tranche ordained as priest in 1994 whilst others were new curates in training: all affirmed God’s calling and their desire to serve the Church in this Diocese. 
“We laughed together, ate excellent cake (thanks, Pep!) and looked to the future. Thanks go to Bishop Barry for arranging the afternoon and to all those who attended.”
The group agreed to meet again this Autumn.

 _____________________________________

Is your name on the old 2019-2025 Church Electoral Roll?

Will your name be on the new 2025-2031 Church Electoral Roll?

Every six years the Church of England requires Parishes to compile a completely new Church Electoral Roll which is in effect a Membership List for the Church; this year is one of those years: the old 2019‑2025 Roll is scrapped, and a completely new 2025‑2031 Roll is compiled. 
Can we emphasise that you do not have to be on the Electoral Roll to come to Church to join us in worship but if you do come to Church, we would encourage you to join the Electoral Roll. It is important that Church Members apply to join the new Roll so that the Church knows, at a National (Church of England), Regional (York Diocesan), Local (Stokesley Deanery) and Parish level, how many people are Members. The number of names on the Electoral Roll is used to determine: 
· how many lay Parish Representatives are elected to the Deanery Synod, 
· how many lay Deanery Representatives are elected to the Diocesan Synod, and 
· how many lay Diocesan Representatives are elected to the General Synod. 
Being on the Church Electoral Roll also entitles you to nominate and vote for the people you want to represent you on the Church Council (the PCC – the Parochial Church Council).
The New 2025-2031 Stainton Church Electoral Roll will be compiled during the period starting on Saturday 22nd March and ending on Friday 18th April 2025. Please note that there is no automatic transfer of names from the Old Roll to the New Roll so even if your name was on the Old Roll you will need to fill in an application form to join the New 2025-2031 Roll.

[image: image2.png]Belong
Participate
Contribute
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Application forms to apply to join the new Roll are available in Stainton Church or can be downloaded and printed off from the Stainton 2025 Annual Meetings page of the Plurality website by clicking here. Completed application forms should be given to Bob Ardley, Stainton Electoral Roll (ER) Officer ASAP and by Friday 18th April 2025 at the absolute latest.
The Stainton with Hemlington 2025 Annual Meetings – the Meeting of Parishioners (to elect Churchwardens), and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be held in Stainton Church at 

12.00 noon on Sunday 11th May 2025 immediately after the 11.00am service that day.
Application forms to join the New Hilton Electoral Roll or the New Brookfield Electoral Roll are available from the respective ER Officers in those two Parishes. Note that the dates for submitting completed applications forms will be different to those stated above.

Lent - Preparing for Easter

On six Thursdays during Lent our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will be holding a Lent Study Course, using the “Faith Pictures” material from the Church Army. The dates of the sessions are:
Thursdays: 6th March, 13th March, 20th March, 27th March, 3rd April, and 10th April. On each of these Thursdays there will be two sessions:
· An afternoon session from 12.30pm to 1.30pm in Brookfield Church Hall; and

· An evening session from 7.00pm to 8.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room.

  _____________________________________

The great Big Tees Valley Together Jumble Sale
Our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, is organising a Jumble Sale in Hemlington with Tees Valley Together to help raise funds for the TVT “Eco Shop” that offers vital support for people struggling with the cost of living crisis.

The Jumble Sale will be held from 10.30am to 12.30pm on Saturday 15th March 2025 in the Community Living Room, Viewley Centre, Hemlington TS8 9JH. There is an admission charge of 50p, children are free of charge! Bring a bag and lots of change!

There will be a wide selection of women’s, men’s and children’s clothing available, along with a rail of “designer label” women’s clothing and also a huge selection of children’s toys.

Revd Vanessa appeals for help from e-News readers to come and help run the Jumble Sale with her [Editor’s note; Vanessa also needs help sorting the jumble before the sale]. If you can spare any time on the Saturday morning of the Sale, even just 30 mins or an hour, please let Revd Vanessa know by e-mail to revd.vanessakirby@gmail.com or by phone on mobile number 07804‑234388.

  _____________________________________

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 9th March 2025 – the 1st Sunday of Lent (Lent 1) – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside. 
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar will also preside; and 
At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by our Vicar.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Lent 1 are:
· Deuteronomy 26:1-11
· Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
· Romans 10:8b-13
· Luke 4:1-13
The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 1 is given by the Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor, Archdeacon of Cleveland. Archdeacon Amanda reflects on the Gospel reading (Luke 4:1-13) set for Lent 1 and on International Women’s Day [Editor’s note: International Women’s Day is on Saturday 8th March 2025]; you can find the Reflection at this link.
On Tuesday 11th March 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 12th March 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Thursday 13th March 2025 at 12.30pm – 1.30pm in Brookfield Church Hall there will be the second afternoon session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

On Thursday 13th March 2025 at 7.00pm – 8.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room there will be the second evening session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

 _____________________________________
On Sunday 16th March 2025 – Lent 2 – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church – a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister;
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church – a “Breakfast Church” service of informal worship with quizzes, discussion and simple refreshments, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]; and 
At 11.00am at Stainton Church – a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Lent 2 are:
· Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
· Psalm 27
· Philippians 3:17-4:1
· Luke 13:1-9
The Diocesan Reflection for the Lent 2 will be available on the Diocesan website at this link from about the Thursday of the previous week.
On Tuesday 18th March 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 19th March 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion 
On Thursday 20th March 2025 at 12.30pm – 1.30pm in Brookfield Church Hall there will be the third afternoon session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

On Thursday 20th March 2025 at 7.00pm – 8.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room there will be the third evening session of our “Faith Pictures” Lent Course.

 _____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Israel, Palestine and Lebanon
 

Give thanks for the recent ceasefire agreed between Israel and Hezbollah in Southern Lebanon, and for the recent ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in Gaza. Pray that the first phase of the ceasefire will continue as the two side prepare for the second phase.
Please pray for a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in the West Bank; and for Israeli, Palestinian and Lebanese Christians.

Here is a prayer from Ely Cathedral.

Heavenly Father, we pray for the many people whose lives have been torn apart by conflict in Gaza and Israel.

We pray especially those who have died, those who are grieving, the injured and those now without food, shelter or medical supplies. Strengthen and support the work of all relief organisations.

We pray also for those who have the power to bring peace. May they be touched by a spirit of compassion and kindness.

Lord hear us as we pray in the power of your Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
… and for Syria
 

Give thanks for the end of the rule by President Bashar al-Assad and pray for the Rebel Islamist militant group, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), which has assumed power, that they keep the Syrian people’s interest as a first priority. The HTS Leader is Ahmed al-Sharaa (also known as Abu Mohammed al‑Jolani).
…. and for Sudan

Pray for reconciliation between the warring factions in the civil war in Sudan and for a speedy end to the fighting. 

…. and for Ukraine
and Russia


For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine, giving thanks that talks are taking place and that there will be a satisfactory outcome to those talks which is acceptable to both sides.
Here is a prayer from the Chairs of the London District of the Methodist Church, quoted on the United Reformed Church website.

.

We pray for the people of the Ukraine and the people of Russia, for their countries and their leaders.
We pray for all those who are afraid; that your everlasting arms hold them in this time of great fear.
We pray for all those who have the power over life and death; that they will choose for all people life, and life in all its fullness.
We pray for those who choose war; that they will remember that you direct  your people to turn swords into ploughshares, and to seek peace.
We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they are inspired by the wisdom and courage of Christ.
Above all, Lord, we today pray for peace in Ukraine.
And we ask this in the name of your blessed Son.
Lord have mercy.
Amen
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU
T: 01642-284525; 

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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