Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 22nd November 2024
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.
We need your help – please see below
Stainton Church Angel Festival
Friday 29th November to Sunday 1st December 2024
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Revd Vanessa wants to say a huge Thank You to everyone who has or will have contributed to the Festival by making paper angels at one of the four workshops or has knitted or crocheted angels. She is now appealing for help from Members or Friends of our three Churches to help with the logistics and running of the Festival.
Preparing for the Festival: On Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th November 2024 between 10.00am and 2.00pm in Stainton Church help is sought to fix the 1,000 paper angels onto the netting from which they will be suspended in the Nave of the Church. The paper angels are to be attached to the net using simple wire Christmas tree decoration hooks so the task is not very onerous [Editor’s comment: even though it might be a bit time consuming!].

If you are able to give even just a little time on 25th and/or 26th November between 10.00am and 2.00pm to help fix the paper angles to the net please would you let Revd Vanessa know by ‘phone/text to 07804‑234388 or by e-mail to rev.vanessakirby@gmail.com. Hot drinks and biscuits will be provided but please bring a packed lunch if you come around lunchtime or are staying over the lunch period on 25th/26th.

Running the Festival: The Festival sessions have been divided into 90minute time periods as follows:

· Friday 3.00pm to 4.30pm and 4.30pm to 6.00pm

· Saturday 1.00pm to 2.30pm and 2.30pm to 4.00pm; and

· Sunday 2.30pm to 4.00pm

On the three days of the Angel Festival itself Revd Vanessa is appealing for help with the following tasks:
· Somebody to welcome people at the Church door;

· Two people to serve refreshments to the visitors;
· Somebody to help at the colouring table for the children

· Somebody to chat to people in the Church

If you can offer to help with any of these tasks, please can you let Revd Vanessa know by e-mail to rev.vanessakirby@gmail.com or by ‘phone/text to 07804‑234388 saying which task, day and time-slot you are able to do.
Also, if you are willing to donate a box of mince pies or some biscuits for the refreshments that will be served over the weekend that would be really appreciated!
Revd Vanessa writes: The Angel Festival is now only one week away. Preparations are underway and we are hoping to welcome so many people of all ages from the local community and the wider area to see the 1,000 paper angel canopy that will be placed in the nave of Stainton Church as well as a Memorial Tree on and around which we will place the knitted and crocheted angels in memory of a loved one. 

The Angel Festival is going to be such a special time and even more special because it is a whole community project.
Vanessa x

 _____________________________________
A date for your diaries
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Moriday 9th December 2025,
7.00 for 7.30 pm
At St. Francis of Assisi, Ingleby Barwick

- 'A service and a chance for all members of Stokesley:
Deanery parishes to meet the new Bishop of Whithy




On Monday 9th December 2024 at 7.00pm for 7.30pm at St Francis of Assisi Church, Ingleby Barwick there will be a Deanery Gathering with Bishop Barry. This service provides an opportunity for all members of Stokesley Deanery Parishes – including those from Stainton with Hemlington, Hilton and Brookfield - to meet the new Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill.
The evening will include a Q&A session with Bishop Barry. If you have a question that you would like to ask the Bishop, please submit it ahead of time (this allows time to be allocated appropriately to each question). Please send your question to Liz Taylorson, Deanery Secretary at this e-mail address stokeselydeanery@outlook.com before 1.00 pm on Thursday 5th December. 

 _____________________________________
A Last Beatitude

Your Editor is pleased to share a short poem with you called “A last beatitude” by Malcolm Guite which you can find at this link.

And blessèd are the ones we overlook;

The faithful servers on the coffee rota,

The ones who hold no candle, bell or book

But keep the books and tally up the quota,

The gentle souls who come to ‘do the flowers’,

The quiet ones who organise the fete,

Church sitters who give up their weekday hours,

Doorkeepers who may open heaven’s gate.

God knows the depths that often go unspoken

Amongst the shy, the quiet, and the kind,

Or the slow healing of a heart long broken

Placing each flower so for a year’s mind.

Invisible on earth, without a voice,

In heaven their angels glory and rejoice.

 _____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 24th November 2024 – Christ the King (it is also the Sunday next before Advent) – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside;
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a Holy Communion and Christmas Toy/Gift Service at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside; and  

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a Christmas Toy/Gift service of Evensong led by Revd Marie Edwards and at which Revd Laura Wild will preach.
UNWRAPPED GIFTS of toys received at the Hilton and Stainton Gift Services will be passed on to a local charity Christmas appeal.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for Christ the King are:

· Daniel 7:9-10, 13, 14
· Psalm 93
· Revelation 1:4b-8
· John 18:33-37
The Diocesan Reflection for Christ the King is given by the Bishop of Hull, the Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson. Bishop Eleanor reflects on the Gospel reading (John 18:33-37) set for the Christ the King; you can find the Reflection at this link. 

On Tuesday 26th November 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 27th November 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
On Thursday 28th November 2024 at 12.00 noon at Brookfield Church there will be the tenth and last session of our lunch-time “Stay Curious – Alpha Course”, accompanied by a light lunch.

On Thursday 28th November 2024 at 7.00pm at Stainton Church there will be the tenth and last session of our evening “Stay Curious – Alpha Course”, accompanied by a puddings/desserts.

On Friday 29th November 2024 at 3.00pm to 6.00pm at Stainton Church our Angel Festival will be open to visitors.

On Saturday 30th November 2024 at 1.00pm to 4.30pm at Stainton Church our Angel Festival will be open to visitors.
 _____________________________________
On Sunday 1st December 2024 – Advent Sunday – we begin a new liturgical year in the life of the Church; much of our liturgy will be taken from Year C in the Common Worship books.

On this Advent Sunday 2024 there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church – Holy Communion at which Revd Marie Edwards will preside;
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church – Holy Communion with a Christmas Toy/Gift Service at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside. UNWRAPPED GIFTS of toys received at the Brookfield Gift Service will be passed on to a local charity Christmas appeal;
At 11.00am at Stainton Church – a Christingle “Café Church” service of informal worship, quizzes, discussions and good simple refreshments [Editor’s note: and lots of Christingles, of course!] led by Revd Laura Wild;
At 2.30pm at Stainton Church - our Angel Festival will be open to visitors; and

At 4.00pm at Stainton Church – an Angel Festival Celebration service led by our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, and at which we shall be pleased to welcome the Rt Revd Barry Hill, Bishop of Whitby, as guest speaker.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Advent Sunday are:

· Jeremiah 33:14-16
· Psalm 25:1-9
· 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
· Luke 21:25-36
The Diocesan Reflection for Advent Sunday will be available on the Diocesan website at this link from about the Thursday of the previous week.

On Tuesday 3rd December 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 4th December 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

 _____________________________________

Please continue to pray 
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… for Israel and Palestine and now also for Lebanon
 

Here is a prayer from the Christian Charity Embrace (the Middle East)
Since the war began, many of Gaza's already small Christian community have fled, forced to leave their homeland in search of safety. We hold our Palestinian sisters and brothers up to the Lord in prayer:
God of peace and justice,
Our hearts break as we acknowledge the reality of violence, oppression and uncertainty for the people of Gaza, the West Bank, of Lebanon and those who have been forced to flee. O Lord, we cry out to You; do not turn Your face away.

We lift before You our Palestinian sisters and brothers, remembering that we are all part of the one household of God. May You surround them with Your loving kindness and may they know Your ever-present help.
We especially plead for the Christian community in Gaza – for those who remain and for those who have fled. Give peace and protection to those sheltering in the churches, and comfort and guide those who have become refugees in foreign lands.
We commit Embrace’s Christian partners to You as they continue to bring hope and healing to their communities. Grant them the strength they need to continue serving and protect them as they give sacrificially to others. 
In a world full of violence, hate and injustice, may You keep our hearts pure and fill us with imagination for the ways of peace. Help us to hold all those who call Palestine and Israel home in our hearts and give us courage and opportunities to speak up for justice and a future in which all peoples can thrive.
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

_____________________________________
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…. and for Ukraine
and Russia

For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine.
Here is a prayer by Pete Greig of 24-7 Prayer: 
Father God, King of all nations, we cry out to you now for the people of Ukraine. We ask you to rescue those who are vulnerable from the hands of their enemies that they may live without fear before you all their days [Luke 1:74-75]. 
Kyrie eleison – Lord, have mercy.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Lord of lords and Prince of peace, our politicians are predicting the biggest war in Europe since 1945, and we simply cry out to you urgently to write another story in our time. Thwart the dark machinations of evil men. Give wisdom beyond human wisdom to peacemakers seeking an equitable and less violent way. May politicians exercise the wisdom from above, which is peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, and full of mercy [James 3:17].
Kyrie eleison – Lord, have mercy.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Holy Spirit, we pray for the church in Ukraine, a nation in which 70% of the population call themselves Christian. Give our many brothers and sisters in that nation courage in this crisis that they may proclaim the good news of your kingdom, bind up broken hearts, and bring comfort to all who mourn. [Isaiah 61:1-2].
Kyrie eleison – Lord, have mercy.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

You Lord, make wars cease to the end of the earth; you break bows, shatter spears, and burn shields with fire [Psalm 46:9]. And so we ask you now to save the lives of many people in Ukraine. Make a peace that is strong and not weak. De-escalate this crisis. We hear of wars and rumours of wars (Matt. 24:6], but you Lord are our rock, our fortress and our deliverer. Our hope is in you. And so we address the nations now. In the name of Jesus we say: “Be still and know God! He is exalted among the nations; he shall be exalted in the earth [Psalm 46:10].
 

Kyrie eleison – Lord, have mercy.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Amen
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Revitalise (*) is the Diocesan “Growing Health Churches” programme which seeks to help us be a viable flourishing presence into the future.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

With all good wishes to you

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU
T: 01642-284525; 

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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