Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 15th November 2024
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.
We need your help – please see below
Stainton Church Angel Festival
Friday 29th November to Sunday 1st December 2024
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Here are the details of our last Angel Craft Workshop:

Sat 16th Nov: Hemlington Community Hub & Library: 10am - 12noon

Revd Vanessa wants to say a huge Thank You to everyone who has or will have contributed to the Festival by making paper angels at one of the four workshops, or has knitted or crocheted angels. She is now appealing for help from Members or Friends of our three Churches to help with the logistics and running of the Festival.
Preparing for the Festival: On Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th November 2024 between 10.00am and 2.00pm in Stainton Church help is sought to fix the 1,000 paper angels onto the netting from which they will be suspended in the Nave of the Church. The paper angels are to be attached to the net using simple wire Christmas tree decoration hooks so the task is not very onerous [Editor’s comment: even though it might be a bit time consuming!].

If you are able to give even just a little time on 25th and/or 26th November between 10.00am and 2.00pm to help fix the paper angles to the net please would you let Revd Vanessa know by ‘phone/text to 07804‑234388 or by e-mail to rev.vanessakirby@gmail.com. Hot drinks and biscuits will be provided but please bring a packed lunch if you come around lunchtime or are staying over the lunch period on 25th/26th.

Running the Festival: The Festival sessions have been divided into 90minute time periods as follows:

· Friday 3.00pm to 4.30pm and 4.30pm to 6.00pm

· Saturday 1.00pm to 2.30pm and 2.30pm to 4.00pm; and

· Sunday 2.30pm to 4.00pm

On the three days of the Angel Festival itself Revd Vanessa is appealing for help with the following tasks:
· Somebody to welcome people at the Church door;

· Two people to serve refreshments to the visitors;
· Somebody to help at the colouring table for the children

· Somebody to chat to people in the Church

If you can offer to help with any of these tasks, please can you let Revd Vanessa know by e-mail to rev.vanessakirby@gmail.com or by ‘phone/text to 07804‑234388 saying which task, day and time-slot you are able to do.
Also, if you are willing to donate a box of mince pies or some biscuits for the refreshments that will be served over the weekend that would be really appreciated!
Revd Vanessa writes: The Angel Festival is now only two weeks away. Preparations are underway and we are hoping to welcome so many people of all ages from the local community and the wider area to see the 1,000 paper angel canopy that will be placed in the nave of Stainton Church as well as a Memorial Tree on and around which we will place the knitted and crocheted angels in memory of a loved one. 

A huge THANK YOU to ALL those who have been busy knitting and crocheting angels; we have more than 500 at the last count! 

Another huge THANK YOU to ALL those who have joined in with our Angel Making Workshops over the past few weeks (we have one more left on Saturday 16th Nov from 10am to 12 noon in Hemlington Library) where over 700 paper angels have been made. Incredible!!! Just 300 more to make😊

The Angel Festival is going to be such a special time and even more special because it is a whole community project.
Vanessa x

 _____________________________________
A date for your diaries

[image: image3.png]A Deanery Gathering with Bishop Barry
Moriday 9th December 2025,
7.00 for 7.30 pm
At St. Francis of Assisi, Ingleby Barwick

- 'A service and a chance for all members of Stokesley:
Deanery parishes to meet the new Bishop of Whithy




On Monday 9th December 2024 at 7.00pm for 7.30pm at St Francis of Assisi Church, Ingleby Barwick there will be a Deanery Gathering with Bishop Barry. This service provides an opportunity for all members of Stokesley Deanery Parishes – including those from Stainton with Hemlington, Hilton and Brookfield - to meet the new Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill.
The evening will include a Q&A session with Bishop Barry. If you have a question that you would like to ask the Bishop, please submit it ahead of time (this allows time to be allocated appropriately to each question). Please send your question to Liz Taylorson, Deanery Secretary at this e-mail address stokeselydeanery@outlook.com before 1.00 pm on Thursday 5th December. 

 _____________________________________
Safeguarding at Stainton Church and in York Diocese

Safeguarding (SG) has been in the news recently, perhaps for all the wrong reasons!
Members and Friends of Stainton Church might appreciate knowing that the Safeguarding of children, young people and vulnerable adults is a very high priority for the Stainton with Hemlington PCC and for the Diocese of York. Your Editor has been Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) for the three Parishes in our Group since 2015 and SG is a standing agenda item for the PCC meetings for all three Parishes. 
Safeguarding is actively managed with the help of a SG Dashboard which features a “Red, Amber, Green” traffic-light display of all aspects of SG (procedures, status of training and DBS Checks, promotion of SG in the Parish, etc).
Newsletter readers and others in our local Community will wish to know that everyone in a position of trust in our Parish is up-to-date (i.e. current, within the last three years) with the required SG training and has an Enhanced DBS Check.
Next week York Diocese is holding its annual “Safeguarding Week” when a series of online via Zoom are on offer. These sessions are not just for Church Officers but open to all.
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Here is a list of the available online sessions:

Monday 18th November

A Theology of Safeguarding – Peter Rushton – 9.30 am

Talking to someone about mental health – Lisa Whitley – 1 pm

Understanding Neurodiversity – Lou Dover – 6.30 pm
Tuesday 19th November

Safeguarding Dashboards – HUBS – Graeme Pringle – 9.30 am

Stalking and Harassment – North Yorkshire Police – 1 pm

Learning from mistakes – Jenny Price – 6.30 pm
Wednesday 20th November

Thirtyone:eight DBS Checks and Eligibility – Anna Graver and Matthew Coady – 9.30 am

Mother’s Union – Domestic Abuse – Lynne Tembey OBE – 1 pm

What makes a good trauma-informed response – Prof Lisa Oakley – 6.30 pm
Thursday 21st November

Becoming a Dementia Friend – Sara Dickinson – 9.30 am

Risk Assessment for Parish Activities – Dr Mike Tyler – 1 pm

Parish Safeguarding Officer Forum – 6.30 pm
Friday 22nd November

Jenny Price meets Bishop Eleanor Sanderson (pre-recorded) – 9.30 am
If you would like to take part in any one or more of these Sessions, please send an e‑mail to Kim Phillips at the Diocese.

 _____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Saturday 16th November 2024 at 10.00am to 12.00pm in Hemlington Community Hub and Library there will be the last of our Angel Making Workshops to prepare for the Christmas Angel Festival at Stainton Church at the end of the month.
On Saturday 16th November 2024 at 9.30 am at 22 Fir Tree Close, Hilton, by the kind invitation of Rod and Sally Hamlin, Hilton PCC is offering a “Bacon Butty Bribe” so please join others and enjoy BBQ bacon and a sociable gathering. All that is asked for in return is one hour of your time, to help us spruce up the inside of St Peter’s Church or garden related work in the church grounds.
_____________________________________
On Sunday 17th November 2024 - the 2nd Sunday before Advent - There will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church - a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister;

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church – a “Breakfast Church” service of informal worship, discussions and quizzes, and good simple breakfast food, led by our Vicar Revd Laura Wild together with Revd Marie Edwards; and
At 11.00am at Stainton Church – a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside. 

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the 2nd Sunday before Advent are:

· Daniel 12:1-3
· Psalm 16
· Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
· Mark 13:1-8
The Diocesan Reflection for Remembrance Sunday is given by our Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill. Bishop Barry reflects on the Gospel reading (Mark 13:1-8) set for the 2nd Sunday before Advent; you can find the Reflection at this link. 

On Tuesday 19th November 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 20th November 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Thursday 21st November 2024 at 12.00 noon at Brookfield Church there will be session nine of our lunch-time “Stay Curious – Alpha Course”, accompanied by a light lunch.

On Thursday 21st November 2024 at 7.00pm at Stainton Church there will be session nine of our evening “Stay Curious – Alpha Course”, accompanied by a puddings/desserts.

 _____________________________________

On Sunday 24th November 2024 – Christ the King (it is also the Sunday next before Advent) – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside;
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a Holy Communion and Christmas Gift Service at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside; and  

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a Christmas Gift Service led by Revd Laura Wild 
UNWRAPPED GIFTS of toys received at the Hilton and Stainton Gift Services will be passed on to a local charity Christmas appeal.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for Christ the King are:

· Daniel 7:9-10, 13, 14
· Psalm 93
· Revelation 1:4b-8
· John 18:33-37
The Diocesan Reflection for Christ the King will be available on the Diocesan website at this link from about the Thursday of the previous week.
On Tuesday 26th November 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 27th November 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
On Thursday 28th November 2024 at 12.00 noon at Brookfield Church there will be the tenth and last session of our lunch-time “Stay Curious – Alpha Course”, accompanied by a light lunch.

On Thursday 28th November 2024 at 7.00pm at Stainton Church there will be the tenth and last session of our evening “Stay Curious – Alpha Course”, accompanied by a puddings/desserts.

On Friday 29th November 2024 at 3.00pm to 6.00pm at Stainton Church our Angel Festival will be open to visitors.

On Saturday 30th November 2024 at 1.00pm to 4.30pm at Stainton Church our Angel Festival will be open to visitors.

 _____________________________________
Please continue to pray 
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… for Israel and Palestine and now also for Lebanon
 

Here is a prayer from the Christian Charity Tearfund:
Dear God,

We cry out to you on behalf of the people seriously affected by the conflict in the Middle East. 
Our hearts break at the devastation and suffering that we see, and we know it breaks yours, too.

We ask that you would stretch out your mighty hand to bring an end to this war.

We cry out for people who have been injured or traumatised, who have lost loved ones or their homes. Please provide everything they need and be their comfort, their hope, their healer, and their safe refuge. 

We pray for your peace to reign. We look to you as our Saviour and the hope of the world. 

Amen.

_____________________________________
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…. and for Ukraine
and Russia

For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine.
Here is a prayer by Revd Dr Inderjit Bhogal, Honorary President of the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FoR): (Editor’s note: From their website we learn that the “FoR is an international movement of people who commit themselves to active nonviolence as a way of life and as a means of personal, social, economic and political transformation. Based in the Christian tradition, [it was] founded in 1914, and [has] permanent representation at the UN).
Holy God,
We hold before you all who live close to war and conflict; and all who live close to the threat of war and violence.
We remember especially at this time people in Ukraine and Russia.
We pray for nonviolent and peaceful resolutions of conflict.
Give to us all hearts of hospitality and sanctuary, forgive us all our hostility and hatred.
Bring all people to the humanity you give us, and to the reconciliation and healing for which you

give your life.
Strengthen us all to work with you to build justice and peace, reconciliation and healing, in our hearts and homes, in our streets, in all communities, neighbourhoods and nations.
Bless all who live lives for the peace and wellbeing of others and make their service fruitful.
In the name of Christ.
Amen
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Revitalise (*) is the Diocesan “Growing Health Churches” programme which seeks to help us be a viable flourishing presence into the future.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

With all good wishes to you

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU


T: 01642-284525; 
E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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