Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 6th September 2024
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

Helping families in Hemlington
At its meeting on 28th August the Stainton with Hemlington PCC approved the setting up and running of a new Parent and Toddler Group for families in Hemlington which is to be called “Little Fishes”. The Group is for pre‑school (aged three-years and under) children and their carers (usually their parent(s) or grandparents) and will be led by our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby and assisted initially by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. “Little Fishes” will meet in a community centre provided and operated by the Habinteg Housing Association in the Viewley Centre in the middle of Hemlington.
For further information about Hemlington “Little Fishes” please get in touch with Revd Vanessa (by phone on 07804-234388 or by e-mail to rev.vanessakirby@gmail.com ).
 ____________________________
Welcome to the new Bishop of Whitby and his family

Your editor is pleased to report that a “welcome card” with a beautiful cross-stitch design, carefully and lovingly made by a member of Stainton Church, has been sent to our new Bishop-designate of Whitby, Revd Barry Hill and his family who have now moved into the Bishop’s House at 21 Thornton Road, Stainton; the card has been sent on behalf of the congregations of all three of our Churches. Please pray for Revd Barry and his family as they settle into their new home and as Barry prepares for his service of Consecration.

Revd Barry will be consecrated as Suffragan Bishop of Whitby by the Archbishop of York, the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, at a service in York Minster on 10th October 2024 (*).
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(*) At the same service Archbishop Stephen will also consecrate the Revd Canon Dr Flora Winfield as Suffragan Bishop of Selby.
 ____________________________
Some diary dates for you.
Looking ahead, at Stainton Church we will be celebrating Harvest over the weekend of Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th October 2024. 

On the Saturday morning 5th October between 9.30am and 12.00 noon we shall be holding the Church Annual “Gift Day” when the Churchwardens will be at the Church gates in Hemlington Road and pleased to receive any financial contributions towards the running of the Church. It costs about £36,000 per year (£3,000 per month) to run the Church, all of which has to come from regular or one-off donations from Church Members and Friends (the Church does NOT receive any money from the Government!). 

If you would like to help the Church with a donation you can:

· Give cash to the Churchwardens on the “Gift Day” itself (Sat 5th October);

· Or, make a bank transfer at any time to this account (it would be helpful to give as the payment reference your Surname and Postcode): 

· Account name: 
Stainton in Cleveland Parochial Church Council
· Sort Code: 

20-56-74
· Account Number: 
80835374
· Or, make a credit or debit card donation at any time by scanning this QR code with your smartphone
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 ***

At the Harvest Festival “Café” Church service on the Sunday morning (6th October) we shall be pleased to receive gifts of non‑perishable foodstuff which will go to help those in need. This year the food donations will go to the “Tees Valley Together” Eco Shop in the Viewley Centre at Hemlington. The Eco Shop receives surplus in-date food from supermarkets and manufacturers via the charity “Fare Share” but also welcomes food donations from individuals. People in local communities can visit the Eco Shop (with their own shopping bag), and for a donation of £2 can choose 10 items that they want from a range of high-quality supermarket food without needing to be referred (as happens at a Foodbank). You can find out more about the Eco Shop at this link. 

We hope you will come to celebrate Harvest with us on 6th October and will be generous with your non‑perishable food donations!
 _____________________________________
Are you curious about the Christian faith? Would you like to understand it better? Stay curious! – join our Autumn Alpha Group.
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Alpha is a brilliant video-based discussion group to explore - or be refreshed - in the Christian faith through videos, discussions and good food!. Here in the Plurality we will have:

· a daytime Alpha Group on Thursday lunchtimes at St. Margaret's, Brookfield at 12.00noon-1.30pm during which a light lunch will be served; 

· a Thursday evening Alpha Group at St Peter and St Paul’s, Stainton at 7.00- 8.30pm during which puddings/deserts will be served; and
· an “Away-Day” for the two Groups together on one Saturday (more details to follow).
Do be praying for the courses, which begin on 19th September 2024, and be thinking about who you would like to bring along.
The afternoon and evening sessions will be the same so you can mix and match which sessions you come to. Here are the dates for your diaries:

Thursday 19th September 2024
Thursday 16th September
Thursday 3rd October 


Thursday 10th October

Thursday 17th October
Thursday 24th October



Thursday 31st October (No session – school half-term) 
Saturday 2nd November (Away Day)
Thursday 7th November

Thursday 14th November
Thursday 21st November


Thursday 28th November

  _____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 8th September 2024 – Trinity 15 – there will be services of Holy Communion as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside;
At 11.00am at Stainton Church at which Revd Laura Wild, will also preside; and 

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church at which Revd Marie Edwards will preside. 

The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 15 are:
· Isaiah 35: 4-7a
· Psalm 146
· James 2: 1-10, 14-17
· Mark 7:24-end
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 15 is given by the Revd Dr Jenny Wright, Chaplain to the Archbishop of York. Jenny reflects on the New Testament lesson set for Education Sunday (which is also Trinity 15) (James 2:1-17); you can find the Reflection at this link. 
On Tuesday 10th September 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
 
On Wednesday 11th September 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
   _____________________________________
On Sunday 15th September 2024 – Trinity 16 – there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister;

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a “Breakfast Church” service (without Holy Communion) providing an opportunity for informal, relaxed worship and fellowship with lots of games, puzzles and discussion, and lots of simple refreshments. The service will be led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild; and 

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside. 
The lessons set for Trinity 16 are:

· Isaiah 35:4-7a
· Psalm 116:1-8
· James 3:1-12
· Mark 8:27-end
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 16 will be available on the Diocesan website at this link from about the Thursday of the previous week.

On Monday 16th September 2024 at 7.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room the Stainton Mothers’ Union (MU) meeting will be held – all are welcome to attend. The speaker for the evening will be Julia Ardley, our Lay Minister, who will be talking about “Vocations”.

On Tuesday 17th September 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 18th September 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
On Thursday 19th September 2024 at 12.00 noon at Brookfield Church there will be session one of our lunch-time “Stay Curious – Alpha Course”, accompanied by a light lunch.

On Thursday 19th September 2024 at 7.00pm at Stainton Church there will be session one of our evening “Stay Curious – Alpha Course”, accompanied by a puddings/desserts.

On Sunday 22nd September 2024 at 3.00pm to 5.00pm in Stainton Church and Parish Room there will be a fundraising event about the Local History of Stainton and Thornton Villages and the Church. There will be: displays boards, books, leaflets, photographs and a children’s quiz. Light refreshments (tea, coffee, soft-drinks and cakes) will be available. Admission price is £5 for adults and £3 for children with all the proceeds going to Church funds.
_____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine   

   
For an end to the war which is causing so much loss of life and destruction, and especially that there would not be an escalation into a wider regional conflict. 
…. and for Ukraine



Pray for an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine. 
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Revitalise (*) is the Diocesan “Growing Health Churches” programme which seeks to help us be a viable flourishing presence into the future.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

With all good wishes to you

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU

T: 01642-284525; 

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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