Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 14th June 2024
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

Changes to the patterns of services in our three Churches
Here is a reminder of the changes to the service pattern that our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, and the three PCCs are making from June 2024 onwards.
Making 5th Sundays special! 

Following William Temple’s observation that “The Church is the only society which exists for those who are not its members”, [Revd Laura’s] hope is that we broaden our offer of worship to encourage those who are not currently worshippers into fellowship and the Christian faith. [Laura trusts that] we remain a consistent, welcoming community week by week as local Christian churches. To this end, service patterns across the plurality are changing! 

Fifth Sundays (June ’24, September ’24, December ’24) will become our Plurality Communion days, where we will worship together, serve together, eat together, and rejoice together. There’s an invitation to the Vicarage for a BBQ following the 10:30am Plurality Communion at Brookfield Church on 30th June 2024.

In Stainton Church, [from July onwards] the 1st Sundays of the month will become 11.00am “Café Church” [ie NOT a Communion service] with more informal worship, specifically to invite newcomers to. The services on the 2nd and 3rd Sundays will remain as before with services of Holy Communion at 11.00am.
In Hilton Church, [from July onwards] the time of the service on the 1st Sundays of the month will change from 8.00am to 9.30am and will be a service of Morning Prayer [ie NOT a Communion service]. The service on the 2nd Sundays will be at 4.00pm and will be a service of Holy Communion. The service on the 3rd Sundays will remain as before at 9.30am with a service of Morning Praise.
In Brookfield Church, [from July onwards] the service on the 3rd Sundays in the month will be a service of “Breakfast Church” at 9.30am [ie NOT a Communion service]. The services on the 1st and 2nd Sundays will remain as before with services of Holy Communion at 9.30am.
 _____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 16th June 2024 – Trinity 3 – “Fathers’ Day” - there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church - a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Lay Minister;
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church – a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and
At 11.00am at Stainton Church – a Café Church service celebrating Fathers’ Day, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. Laura has posted on Facebook: “Stainton Café Church at 11.00am on Sunday 16th June – Refreshments, puzzles, conversations, all on a theme of gardening! Absolutely suitable for all!”
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 3 are:

· Ezekiel 17:22-24

· Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15

· 2 Corinthians 5:6-17

· Mark 4:26-34
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 3 is given by our own Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Paul Ferguson. Bishop Paul reflects on the Gospel passage set for the day (Mar 4:26-34). You can find the Reflection at this link.
On Tuesday 18th June 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
 
On Wednesday 19th June 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

 _____________________________________
On Sunday 23rd June 2024 – Trinity 4 – there will be services of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside, as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church; and
At 11.00am at Stainton Church 

There will be NO service at Hilton Church on that day.

At 3.00pm in Meldyke Square, outside the Stainton Memorial Hall there will be the 2024 Stainton Big Sing. This is a joint venture between Stainton Parish Church and Stainton Methodist Chapel and will be an opportunity to share our faith through singing of popular hymns. All will be welcome to join in! The Big Sing will be supported by the Marske Silver Band.

The lessons set for Trinity 4 are (these are correct; the info in the MailChimp e-News was wrong!):

· Job 38:1-11
· Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
· 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
· Mark 4:35-end
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 4 will be available at this link in due course from about the Thursday of the preceding week. 

On Tuesday 25th June 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 26th June 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
On Saturday 29th June 2024 – the Feast of St Peter and St Paul - there will be: Outdoor Crafts at 10.00am at Brookfield Church, and there will be Outdoor Activities at 2.00pm at Stainton Church
 _____________________________________
On Sunday 30th June 2024 – Trinity 5 – there will be a single Joint Plurality Holy Communion service at 10.30am at Brookfield Church at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside.

After the Plurality service there will be a Barbecue (BBQ) lunch at the Vicarage (89 Low Lane, Brookfield), kindly hosted by the Wild family and to which everyone is invited. To assist with the catering there are sign-up lists in each of the three Churches – please do sign‑up to indicate if you will be attending the BBQ and also to indicate what small contribution of additional food you might provide [Editor’s note: additional food contributions will be welcomed but not necessary. Revd Laura and her husband John will be providing the burgers and sausages and some salads. Brookfield folk are invited to contribute savoury food; Stainton folk to contribute sweets/desserts; and Hilton folk to contribute soft drinks.]

_____________________________________
Praying for and reflecting on the 2024 General Election
The Bishops in the Church of England are calling on voters to help create a ‘better culture’ in debate and online during the UK General Election Campaign, with a new set of daily prayers and reflections.
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Written by a group of Church of England bishops, the reflections are part of the Church of England’s #PrayYourPart campaign, which promotes prayer and participation.

The 21 daily reflections begin on June 14 and cover everything from prayers for party leaders, candidates and the media, through to themes such as integrity and truthfulness and key subjects including education, technology, prisons, housing, migration and the environment.

Participants are encouraged to remember that those offering themselves for public office ‘need and deserve our support and prayer’ and that we ‘rightly expect integrity in those engaged in public life’ but should expect the same standards of ourselves.

There are reminders that party leaders are ‘only human’ and, though privileged, ‘the pressures they are under are hard to imagine.’

The importance of truth is underlined in a world where social media algorithms ‘serve up more of what we like rather than providing a balance of perspectives.’

While stressing the importance of trust in the media, there is also encouragement to consumers of media to commit to telling the truth about – and loving – our neighbour.

The final reflection focuses on good government, serving as a reminder that beyond the election, ‘the challenge of government is as much about implementing ideas and avoiding errors as it is about developing policy.’

Here is a list of the daily themes and the Reflection and Prayer for Day 1
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Going Further

‘YOUR KINGDOM COME’
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ey 1
YOUR KINGDOM COMF’

READ 1 TIMOTHY 2.1-4

‘First of all then | urge that ... prayers, intercessions and
thanksgivings should be made for everyone, for kings and all
who are in high positions, so that we might lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all dignity ... "”

To vote is to have a say in the future. It is one of the ways we
express our participation in society and what we want society
to be. However, in 2019, nearly one in three of those eligible
did not turn out to vote.

In the ‘Our Father’, we pray ‘your kingdom come, your will be
done'. As followers of Jesus, we should always be guided by
what we see and understand to be God's purposes for the
world. Whatever party we support, our vote is an expression

of this.

Across the political spectrum, we believe that those who offer
themselves for public office need and deserve our support
and our prayer. In fact, the Bible urges us to pray for those
who make difficult decisions on our behalf; who shoulder
great burdens; who, we pray, will carry out their duty with
integrity and compassion.

So let us vote, and let us pray for all those who are standing
for election and for the future of our country.

Guide the leaders of the nations

that they may work for the common good,
and strengthen our hearts

with a vision of your kingdom.

Hear us, good Lord.





#PrayYourPart is available as a printed booklet from Church House Publishing, in audio form via a smart speaker, or via daily emails direct to your e-mail “InBox”. Those participating are also encouraged to share their own prayers on social media using the #PrayYourPart hashtag.

In a welcome, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York write:

“In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus teaches us to pray each day, ‘your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven’. This simple and profound prayer is our starting point during the days leading up to the General Election – and all the days beyond.

“May God’s will be done in our nation and in God’s world.”
  _____________________________________


Festival Teesside was a free festival with live music, family fun and a Christian message of Hope. It was held in Stewart Park on Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th June 2024. Praise the Lord for the dry weather on both days!  Your Editor is reliably informed that there were:

· 27,000 visitors to the festival over the two days

· 1,600 gospel responses; and

· 70 Churches united in this mission opportunity.

The organisers want to say a huge “Thank You” to everyone who was involved! An enormous effort was required in all the planning and preparation and helping on the day. Thank you so much to everyone who played their part in serving Teesside at the Festival.

_____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine   

   
For an end to the war which is causing so much loss of life and destruction, and especially that there would not be an escalation into a wider regional conflict. 
…. and for Ukraine



Pray for an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine. 
 _______________________________

Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Revitalise (*) is the Diocesan “Growing Health Churches” programme which seeks to help us be a viable flourishing presence into the future.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek your will.
Teach us to be more like you, Christ
Abiding in you and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

______________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 

26 Meldyke Lane, 

Stainton, 

Middlesbrough 

TS8 9AU

T: 01642-284525; 


E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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