Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 27th October 2023
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support please do get in touch.
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Please do not forget that British Summer Time (BST) ends this week-end and we revert to Greenwich Mean Time (GMT); the clocks need to be put back one hour over Saturday night / Sunday morning (*)

(*) The change from BST back to GMT actually takes place at 2.00am on Sunday 29th October 2023..
____________________________________
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  Praying for Israel and Palestine   [image: image3.png]



The Christian Charity Embrace the Middle East (formerly The Bible Lands Society) has a page on its website that gives a useful, frequently-refreshed update on the situation in Israel-Palestine; you can find the update at this link. 

Here is the update posted yesterday 25th October 2023:
Al Ahli Hospital Update
Despite the two explosions that hit Al Ahli Hospital last week, causing significant damage to its infrastructure and medical equipment (as well as killing and injuring hundreds of civilians), the hospital staff are continuing to provide urgent medical care to those in need. 

The hospital’s burns care unit is receiving hundreds of people, mainly children, with severe burns resulting from the war. Similarly, the physical rehabilitation department is receiving hundreds of people, mainly children, and expects to receive thousands more in the coming weeks – resulting from broken bones and severe wounds.
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Disturbingly, a secondary crisis is emerging – again mainly affecting children – as a result of the proliferation of waterborne diseases due to poor sanitary conditions, a lack of clean water and food shortages. Admissions for these diseases, including diarrhoea, chest infections and scabies, have reached 150 per day. 
The hospital has also opened its doors to the family members of the wounded who are desperate because they have nowhere else to go. Care is being provided to these family members, including food, shelter and psychosocial support.
Embrace ask us to pray for peace:
Please pray with us for the bereaved, and for those whose lives have been lost.
Please pray with us that the killing will stop, that a ceasefire across the whole of the Gaza strip will be brokered, and that humanitarian aid will reach the hundreds of thousands of innocent women, children and men whose lives are in great danger.
Please pray with us for peace, reconciliation and justice for all in all of the land. 
___________________________________
An open invitation to members of our three Churches:

Save the Date – 1st November 2023 at 7pm
Our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, is hosting a celebration for All Saints Day at St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield at 7.00pm on Wednesday 1st November 2023 to which the members of all three Churches in our Plurality are invited. There will be some refreshments to share (the Vicar has mentioned the possibility of cheese and wine!). This will be a Revitalise Event providing us with a time for fellowship and at which Revd Laura “… hopes we can discern collectively further mission opportunities [in our Parishes]”.

Your Editor would encourage you to attend this celebration event if you possibly can – the more of us who can attend the more successful the event will be.
Our Archbishop Stephen Cottrell said recently:

“We celebrate and marvel at the presence of the church in every village, every town, every city, and commit ourselves to revitalise every parish so that there can be a viable flourishing presence into the future.

We call this “growing healthy churches”. It is something we all need to be committed to. We want every church to flourish. That’s what healthy things do. But it will flow, primarily, from the renewal of our own lives in Christ and from recognition of the need that is before us and our receiving the vocation to serve our communities and share the gospel. (…) This key word ‘revitalise’ is referenced in the Church of England’s bold outcomes for the 2020s and also in the work we are developing in this diocese as part of Living Christ’s Story. 

Under the [Diocesan] Growing Healthy Churches heading, Revitalise as a project will be working with small cohorts of parishes and benefices [Editor’s Note: Including our three Parishes], looking first to those places where there is potential to move into viability and greater flourishing quickly, since this will be not only good for the individual parish, but for the deanery as a whole”. 

 ____________________________________
Services in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 29th October 2023 – Last Sunday after Trinity, and also Bible Sunday – there will be services as follows:

at 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside;
at 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which the Vicar will also preside; and
at 4.00pm at Hilton Church a special service for All Souls Day, led by Revd Lisa Opala, Assistant Curate at St Mary the Virgin, Nunthorpe.
The lessons set for Bible Sunday that will be used at Stainton and Brookfield are:
· Nehemiah 8:1-4a and 8-12

· Psalm 119:9-16

· Colossians 3:12-17

· Matthew 24:30-25

The lessons set for the Last Sunday after Trinity are:
· Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18

· Psalm 1

· 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

· Matthew 22:24-end

The Diocesan Reflection for the Last Sunday after Trinity / Bible Sunday is given by our Archbishop of York, the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell. Archbishop Stephen reflects on the Gospel set for Bible Sunday (Matthew 24:30-25). The Reflection can be found at this link.

On Tuesday 31st October 2023 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 1st November 2023 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion for the Feast of All Saints at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Wednesday 1st November 2023 at 7.00pm at Brookfield Church there will be a Revitalise Event of fellowship for members of all three Churches.
On Thursday 2nd November 2023 at 6.00pm at Stainton Church there will be a service of Holy Communion for the Feast of All Souls at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
____________________________________
On Sunday 5th November 2023 – the Fourth Sunday before Advent – there will be a Joint Church Family (Plurality) service of Holy Communion at 10.30am at Hilton Church at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside.
Please note: There will NOT be a service at Stainton Church or at Brookfield Church on that day.

The lessons set for the Fourth Sunday before Advent are:
· Micah 3-12

· Psalm 43

· 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13

· Matthew 24:1-14
The Diocesan Reflection for the Fourth Sunday before Advent will be available at this link in due course, from about the Thursday of the preceding week
On Tuesday 7th November 2023 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 8th November 2023 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which the Vicar Revd Laura Wild will preside.
_____________________________________
Please continue to pray …..
…. for Ukraine
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For Russia’s war against Ukraine, that the fighting would cease, that peace will come and lives can be re-built. 
__________________________________
Leading Your Church into Growth

Can we remind you that it would be really good to use the LYCiG "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

God of mission, Who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give:

· Vision to our planning, 

· Wisdom to our actions, 

· Joy to our worship, and 

· Power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to You and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
______________________________________

Pastoral Support
Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________
With all good wishes to you

Bob Ardley
Ashdale House, 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

Tel: 01642-284525 


E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com
Suhaila Tarazi, Hospital Director, stands in the damaged administration room (24 October, 2023).











E-News for Friday 2023-10-27.doc

Page 5 of 5

