Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 13th October 2023
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support please do get in touch.

Praying Together 

On Tuesday mornings a Gathering for Prayer takes place in Stainton Church from 9.30 – 10am. This is open to anyone from our three parishes, and usually at least one person from each church is present. 

There are one or two formal prayers to join in with at the beginning and end, and some short bible teachings about prayer are usually read out. Some of us pray aloud informally in response to particular needs or items in the news that have touched us, but most of the prayers offered are silent: there is no need for anyone to speak their prayers out loud unless they choose to do so. 

Confidentially within this group, we pray by name for anyone who has particularly asked for prayer, or for whom a friend or relative has asked. Revd Laura is in the process of providing at the back of each of our three churches a box where prayer requests may be posted and some slips on which these may be written. She undertakes to bring these requests before God in her own Morning Prayer times during the week, as well as to share them for prayer at the Tuesday Prayer Gatherings. 

The slips ask for: the name of the person for whom you are requesting the prayers; the date of your request; and brief details of the prayer need.

Requests posted in the Prayer Request Boxes will NOT be included in the Intercessions at any service in any of the three churches. Add your own name to the prayer request slip only if you wish to - you can make requests anonymously. 
 ____________________________________
Recruiting a Pioneer Priest
Could God be calling you to serve as our new Pioneer Priest?
The parishes of Stainton with Hemlington, Hilton and Brookfield are situated on the southern outskirts of Middlesbrough. Following significant development and growth in our communities, we are looking for a Pioneer Priest to help us see Jesus transform lives.

There are some wonderful opportunities in the Benefice and we are hoping our new Pioneer Priest will work with the incumbent to make Jesus known, with a particular focus on reaching families and young people in areas of new housing in Brookfield and Stainton.

The Plurality is newly engaged in Revitalise - a 2 year Diocesan programme seeking explicit growth - so this is a particularly exciting time in the life of the parishes.

This post is a fixed term post of 3 years initially with the possibility of an extension for a further 3 years.

For further information including our Parish Profile and Role Description, and to apply for this post, please click HERE
You can download the "Parish Profile" for the Plurality here; and the Role Description here.
For an informal chat please contact:

Our Vicar, 



Revd Laura Wild (tel 01642 598 621)

The Archdeacon of Cleveland, 
Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor (tel: 01642 706 095) and her PA 





Jacqui Gunter

The Bishop of Whitby, 

Rt Revd Paul Ferguson (tel: 01642 593 273) and his PA Mandy 




Robinson

Closing Date: 


09:00am Thursday 23rd November 2023

Interviews: 



Thursday 7th December 2023
 ____________________________________
Services in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 15th October 2023 – Trinity 19 – there will be services as follows:
at 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Harvest Festival Morning Praise, led by Julia Ardley, our Authorised Lay Minister (ALM);
at 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Marie Edwards will preside; and
at 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Marie Edwards will also preside.
The lessons at Stainton and Brookfield set for Trinity 19 are:
· Isaiah 25:1-9

· Psalm 23

· Philippians 4:1-9

· Matthew 22:1-14

The lessons for the Harvest Service at Hilton are:

· Deuteronomy 8:7-18

· Ps 104:1a, 10-15

· Luke 12:22-34

The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 19 is given by the Revd Dr Jenny Wright, Chaplain to the Archbishop of York. Jenny reflects on the Gospel set for Trinity 19 (Matthew 22:1-14). The Reflection can be found at this link.

On Tuesday 17th October 2023 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 18th October 2023 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which the Vicar Revd Laura Wild will preside.
____________________________________
On Sunday 22nd October 2023 – Trinity 20 – there will be services at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside, as follows:
at 8.00am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion;
at 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion;
at 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion; and

at 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong.
The lessons set for Trinity 20 are:
· Isaiah 45:1-7

· Psalm 96:1-13

· 1 Thess 1:1-10

· Matthew 22:15-22
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 20 will be available at this link in due course, from about the Thursday of the preceding week.
On Tuesday 24th October 2023 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 25th October 2023 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which the Vicar Revd Laura Wild will preside.
_____________________________________
Please (continue to) pray for …..
Israel and Palestine
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This is taken from the website of the Christian Charity Embrace the Middle East (formerly The Bible Lands Society).
On 7 October 2023, many of us have woken up to troubling and distressing news from Gaza and southern Israel. A barrage of rockets have been fired from Gaza into Israel and gunmen from Hamas have infiltrated southern Israel in a surprise attack. Civilians in Gaza are deeply fearful of the consequences.
As violence and tensions increase, please join us in praying for a swift de-escalation to the violence and for peace to prevail. Our Senior Church Engagement Manager, the Rev Su McClellan, has written a prayer to guide us as we intercede for all of those in Israel and Palestine caught up in the unfolding events. 

Please join us in praying:
God of light and salvation, our refuge and our strength,
We pray for the people of Israel and Palestine amid the escalating violence. 
We pray for those killed and injured by rockets from Gaza in southern Israel. May your rod and staff comfort them. We pray for those who are grieving. May they know your ever-present help.
We pray for the protection of those who have been taken hostage by Hamas. As they walk through this dark valley, may they fear no evil. 
We pray for the civilians of Gaza. May they know that their help comes from the Maker of heaven and earth. We especially remember all of those who have been killed and wounded in Gaza today - may you comfort and heal those who are in pain and those who have lost loved ones.
And we pray for those in leadership in Gaza and Israel. May you guide them along the right paths. We ask all this in union with Christ and trusting in the power of your Holy Spirit.
Amen.
 **********
…. and for Syria and Türkiye (Turkey)
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Following the devastating earthquakes in February 2023. 
 **********
 … and for Sudan and South Sudan
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For the continuing war between the Sudanese Armed Forces and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, rival factions of the military government of Sudan, which began on 15 April 2023, with the fighting concentrated around the capital city of Khartoum and the Darfur region. 
 **********
…. and for Ukraine
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For Russia’s war against Ukraine, that the fighting would cease, that peace will come and lives can be re-built. 
 **********
…. and for Morocco
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Following the earthquake in the Atlas mountains on Friday 8th September 2023.

 **********
…. And Libya
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For those caught up in the devastating flood on Sunday 10 September, (when) Storm Daniel hit Libya. 
__________________________________
Leading Your Church into Growth

Can we remind you that it would be really good to use the LYCiG "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

God of mission, Who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give:

· Vision to our planning, 

· Wisdom to our actions, 

· Joy to our worship, and 

· Power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to You and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
______________________________________

Pastoral Support
Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild

The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________
With all good wishes to you

Bob Ardley
Ashdale House, 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

Tel: 01642-284525 


E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com
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