Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 29th January 2021

The Church Commissioners have published a draft Pastoral Scheme to re-unite Hemlington and Stainton; please see the end of this e-News for details. We have received notice from the Archdeacon that the Scheme is likely to take effect on Monday 1st March 2021.

We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the new national Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.

In the current Covid19 lockdown people are asked to stay at home as much as possible; however, our Covid-safe Churches remain open for Communal Worship and we look forward to welcoming you.
Clergy Support - an update 


Our Parish Priest Claire Todd has now moved into the Low Lane Vicarage in Brookfield, not without a few of the sort of irritations that accompany a house move. We wish Claire well as she settles into her new home and hope that she will quickly no longer be living out of boxes!

Here are Claire's new contact details:

Revd Claire Todd
Brookfield Vicarage
89 Low Lane
Brookfield
Middlesbrough TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984 (Editor's note: This is a new number)
E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com
A reminder of something completely a little different!

Here is a reminder about the one-way system in Stainton Church. The Churchwardens have decided to trial for a few weeks the opposite one-way system to that which you have been used to: from Sunday 17th January 2021 entry to Stainton Church will be via the Parish Room and exit from the Church via the Main West Door (*). The Sidespeople will direct people to leave starting from the back pews, and encourage worshipers to leave without delay and mixing with others.

(*) Those with mobility difficulties (eg wheelchairs, walkers or walking sticks) will still be able to enter and leave via the Main West Door)

Claire writes:
I'm planning to keep Brookfield and Stainton churches open for worship at the current time as I feel it is important for people to make their own choice as to whether to attend or not. Obviously I wouldn't want anyone to feel under any obligation to attend, however for some people it is a lifeline and helping to keep body and soul (and sanity) together. I will review the situation week by week according to the latest advice from the Diocese and numbers attending. I will also continue to (try) to live-stream the service from Brookfield.
---*---
 

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.

You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; 
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door); and
· must not mingle before or after the service.
Claire’s Contemplations

As I sit in my new home surrounded by boxes of "stuff" I am taking a short rest from the unpacking and putting away to think about all the people at Brookfield, Stainton and Hilton who have been thinking about and praying for me as I move house; for all their kindness in sending "welcome to your new home" cards and their patience if they have tried to contact me.
I should like to send you all a very big "Thank You"!

Rev’d Claire

Services in our Churches 

Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 31st January 2021 (The Feast of the Presentation (aka Candlemas), transferred) will be led by our Parish Priest Revd Claire Todd. The sermon will be given by our Lay Reader trainee on placement Elizabeth Furnell. The services are: at 9.30am at Brookfield (*) and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 3rd February 2021 at 10.00am there will be a service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd

Hilton:          The Church remains closed for the time being – Claire and Hilton PCC are considering if and when the Church can re-open.
 
(*) The services at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link.

If you are unable to join us for the services in Church this Sunday 31st January 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York, who reflects on the Feast of the Presentation of the infant Jesus in the Temple (Candlemas), as told in the Gospel Reading from Luke 2:22-40. You can find the Reflection at this link.
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Here are details of the Archbishop Reflections so far:

Reflection No 1: 1st January 2021
The first reflection from the Archbishop in a series throughout January on the theme of 'Our Hope is Found'

Reflection No 2: 4th January 2021
In his second reflection encouraging hope, Archbishop Stephen recites the poem 'In the Hands of God' by Frances Ridley Havergal.

Reflection No 3: 8th January 2021
The Archbishop reads a poem by Judith Wright in the third reflection on the theme 'Our Hope is Found'.

Reflection No 4: 11th January 2021
In this fourth reflection the Archbishop considers how a flock of starlings move and work together and hopes that our communities can do the same.
Reflection No 5: 15th January 2021
The Archbishop shares a prayer used by Mother Teresa of Calcutta, asking God to shine on us so we can shine his light on others.

Reflection No 6: 18th January 2021
In his sixth reflection, Archbishop Stephen encourages us to encounter Christ wherever we are.  

Reflection No 7: 22nd January 2021
In his seventh reflection, Archbishop Stephen encourages people to have a generosity of heart, an ability to forgive and to find mercy, which can bring the hope that our world is in need of.

Reflection No 8: 25th January 2021
In his eighth reflection, Archbishop Stephen shares his hope that in 2021 we might slow down to God's pace and find a different way of living sustainably with each other and with our planet. 
Here is a prayer from Revd Elizabeth Clark, National Rural Officer for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches, shared on Together Apart: A rural church response to Coronavirus January 4, a weekly e-mail message from the Arthur Rank Centre www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk 
Loving God

You have called us each by name, and hold us in the palm of Your hands.

You love us just as we are.

Help us to remember that everyday so that we may be able to share that love with others.

In Jesus’ name

Amen.
Proposal to re-unite Hemlington and Stainton
Update on Friday 15/1/2021: We have received notification from the Archdeacon that the Scheme is likely to take effect on Monday 1st March 2021.
The benefice and parish of Hemlington was formed in 1993 from part of the area of the parish of Stainton. The church of St Timothy, Hemlington, the only  church in the parish, is subject to severe structural challenges and was the subject of a recent draft pastoral scheme for closure and demolition. The parish has struggled in recent years and the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee's preferred way forward would be for the parish of Hemlington to re-unite with its mother parish of Stainton.

The Church Commissioners have published a Draft Pastoral Scheme which provides for:

· the termination of the plurality established for the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield;
· the union of the benefice of Hemlington and the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and their constituent parishes of Hemlington; and Stainton, but with the parish of Hilton continuing distinct;
· the transfer of the parsonage house of the benefice of Hemlington to the York Diocesan Board of Finance for diocesan purposes;
· the future patronage arrangements for the new benefice; and
· the new benefice of Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield to be held in plurality by one incumbent, for the appointment of the first incumbent and her place of residence to be the parsonage house of the benefice of Brookfield and for the future patronage arrangements of the benefices so held in plurality.
Anyone may make representations for or against all or any part or parts of the draft Scheme (please include the reasons for your views) preferably by email or by post (*) to reach the Church Commissioners no later than midnight on 15 February 2021. Full details of the proposals are available in the following documents.

A letter from the Church Commissioners about the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link and how to submit any comments you may have; 

A formal Notice about the proposed Pastoral Scheme at this link (copies of the Notice have been posted on the notice boards in all three Churches in our Plurality);

A copy of the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link; and 

A glossary of the terms used in the documents at this link.
(*) e-mail responses should be sent to: james.davidson-brett@churchofengland.org
Postal responses should be sent to:

Mr James Davidson-Brett, Church Commissioners, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ
With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU

Tel:01642-284525
mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 




The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, is sharing short reflections throughout January 2021 on the theme, ‘Our Hope is Found’ as the country continues to combat the effects of the global COVID-19 pandemic. There are now eight reflections available at this � HYPERLINK "https://www.archbishopofyork.org/speaking-and-writing/our-hope-found-reflections" \t "_blank" �link�.
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