Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church


Welcome to the weekly e-News for Thursday 24th December 2020

We wish all of our readers and their families a very Happy Christmas and our best wishes for 2021.
Christmas Services

On Thursday 24th December there will be a service of Holy Communion to begin our Christmas celebrations. Please note that this "Midnight Mass" (The First Communion of Christmas) will be held at 8.00pm 

You would be most welcome at our Church Family (Plurality) Christmas Day service to be held at 10.00am on Christmas Day at St Margaret's, Brookfield; the service will be led by our Parish Priest Revd Claire Todd. Please note: There will be no service at Stainton or Hilton on Christmas Day.

On Sunday 27th December 2020 there will be services of Holy Communion at 9.30am at Brookfield; and at 11.00am at Stainton. Both of these services will be led by Rt Revd Paul Ferguson, Bishop of Whitby.

If you cannot join us for these services please do use the sheets for worship-at-home that we are sending by separate e-mail and which can be downloaded and printed off: the Christmas Day sheet is here; and the Sunday 27th December sheet is here.
Bishop’s Blog
Dear Friends

I hope that you were able to have some contact with the people you wanted to on Christmas Day, even though we weren’t able to gather together in the way we can in a normal year.  I’m sorry if the anti-virus precautions meant you had to change your plans.

These days after Christmas are important ones in the church’s calendar, and they have an identity of their own.  December 26th is St Stephen’s day, when the church remembers the first person to be killed for the sake of his faith in Christ.  Stephen was one of the seven deacons (the word originally meant a mixture of ‘servant’ and ‘agent’) commissioned to oversee the early church’s welfare work and administration, whilst the apostles concentrated on teaching and spreading the faith.  But Stephen’s testimony to Jesus enraged the opponents of the new Christian faith, and in the Acts of the Apostles we read how he was stoned to death.

December 27th is St John the Evangelist’s day, a day to give thanks for the Fourth Gospel with its wonderful and distinctive insights about who Jesus is.  It’s John’s Gospel that tells us ‘The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us,’ and where Jesus is hailed as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  In this Gospel, Jesus makes the promise to Thomas ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.’

On the next day, 28th, we hold in our mind the story in Matthew’s gospel of the infant children (the ‘Holy Innocents’) being killed in Herod’s attempt to stop his power being usurped by the child who, as he was told, was born to be king.

Thomas Becket was a complex character caught up in the turbulent politics of England and France in the 1100s, and his bitter dispute with his former patron King Henry II resulted in his assassination in Canterbury Cathedral on 29th December 1170.  He was immediately honoured internationally as a martyr.

John Wyclif (*) was a priest, scholar and philosopher who criticised the abuse of power he saw in the church of the time when he lived, believing it to be in need of reform.  He argued for people having access to the Bible in English rather than Latin which the public did not understand, and oversaw the production of an English translation which was never officially approved but which was influential on versions made in following centuries.  He died on 31st December 1384 and the Church of England remembers him on the anniversary.

So these days after Christmas show us a gallery of people whose life and death was shaped around the figure of Jesus:  martyrs, thinkers and writers, people whose stories tell of politics, power, and witness to faith and truth.  These are days for giving thanks for these, and hosts of others, who have handed on the Christian faith through almost 2000 years, so that we can stand in that great living heritage.  We can pray for the many people who are persecuted and who face opposition today because they have put their trust in Jesus.  And we can think afresh what it means to offer ourselves, all we are and all we do, to God who has given the world the best possible present — the gift of his Son Jesus born to share our human life and to be our hope for eternity.

Rt Revd Paul Ferguson, Bishop of Whitby


(*) Editor’s note: Wyclif (also spelled Wycliffe, Wycliff, Wicliffe, or Wiclif) was born in Yorkshire around 1330, and was educated at Oxford, becoming a doctor of divinity in 1372. http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/27.html
Finally, here is a prayer from Revd Richard J Teal, President of the Methodist Conference, which appears in a recent edition of the "Together Apart" Newsletter from the Arthur Rank Centre.

Gracious God, I thank you for my personal faith. You have spoken to my needs and you live in my heart as my personal Saviour and Lord. Thank you.

Help me also to recognise that I need to look beyond myself into your world, at its need, injustice, hurt and pain. Help me then, Lord, to move into action for the sake of your Kingdom.

Amen.
With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU
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