Dear Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Revd Claire Todd - an update
We are excited to announce that Claire's Licensing and Installation into the Brookfield and Stainton-with-Hilton Church Family (Plurality) will take place at 7.00pm on Tuesday 20th October 2020 at St Margaret's Church, Brookfield. The service will also be streamed live on the new "St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield" Facebook page which you can find at this link.

The number of people that can be accommodated in the Church and Church Hall will be limited for Covid19 reasons (there will be Claire and her friends and family; the Diocesan Officials - Bishop, Archdeacon, Area Dean, Lay Dean, Registrar etc; other invited guests; and members of our three Churches); but  ... there is no limit on the number of people who can attend virtually by watching the streamed-live service via Facebook (you do not need a Facebook account of your own to do this).

Stainton PCC has collected the names of people from our Parish wishing to attend the service in person and hopes to let those people know on Sunday this weekend that a place has been reserved them (there will be names on seats in St Margaret's Church).
Claire, our new Priest-in-Charge (from next Tuesday evening!), has sent us this short biography which we are pleased to include in this week's e-News.

Greetings everyone. I am really looking forward to being your new Priest-in-Charge and meeting you all over the coming weeks and months. I am so excited to see what God has in store for us and His plans for the plurality. I thought it would help if you had a little bit of background on me to start with, so this is just a quick pen portrait for now.

Originally, I am from Redcar, where most of my immediate family live. I have two children, Lucy and Steven, and a grandson, Charlie, who still live in Redcar. I also have a lurcher rescue dog, Billy.

I worked for local government for almost 28 years in various departments, gaining several qualifications on the way. I felt God calling me to train to be a counsellor during this time, and ended up with an MA from Durham University, and working for Durham County Council before returning to Redcar & Cleveland Council, where I worked as a senior children and family counsellor/ therapist.

In addition, I trained as a Reader at my home church of St Peter’s, Redcar, and then felt God calling me again to train for ordination. I moved to Cambridge and studied for an MA in Theology, Mission & Ministry, having already obtained a degree from York St John. I also served as a school governor at a local primary school for a few years. I sit on Diocesan Synod as a Clergy Rep, and also the Archbishop’s Mission & Pastoral Sub‑Committee. In addition to this I am a Vocations Advisor for the Diocese.

It was a privilege to visit South Africa on behalf of the Diocese a couple of years ago, where I made many friends, and enjoy returning as often as I am able. I plan to visit our Link Parishes and projects on behalf of the Plurality on my future visits (*). I was fortunate enough to do a placement for a few weeks in New Zealand during my ordination training, and was also involved in a mission project in Manchester. I really enjoyed my time as a Curate at St Cuthbert’s, Marton, and God’s grace brought me into so many amazing encounters and experiences.

My hobbies and interests include: travelling, good food, reading, music, walks along the beach, spending time with my grandson, being a member of CAMRA (campaign for real ale), and being a novice wine and gin connoisseur (I belong to two wine clubs).

My quotable line would be ‘By the grace of Christ, the more I learn, I realise the less I know’.

Blessings & prayers,
Rev’d Claire Todd

(*) Editor's note: you can read a bit about our Link Parishes on the Plurality website at this link: https://www.staintonhiltonbrookfieldchurches.org.uk/south-african-link-parish/ 
On Sunday this week, 18th October 2020 our service for the Feast of St Luke the Evangelist will be one of Ante-Communion led by our Julia Ardley, our Recognised Parish Assistant. 

As part of the service we shall watch to Diocesan Reflection on the Gospel Reading (Luke 10:1-9) given by the Canon Missioner at York Minster, the Revd Canon Maggie McLean. If you cannot attend the service you can watch the Reflection online at this link.

If you are unable to join us for the service on Sunday morning please do use the sheet for "worship at home" prepared by Joan Mason that we have sent out by separate e-mail to all on our e-News list.

Please remember to bring a face covering to wear whilst in Church. 

If you have downloaded the NHS Covid-19 App onto your Smartphone you will be able to scan the QR code on the poster in the Church Porch.
A new song

At the Stainton service this coming Sunday Julia will be sharing with us a "new song" to an "old tune". The Song is called: "Jesus, The Man of Wonders", written by Neill Burgess. It is sung to the tune "Thaxted" taken from "Jupiter" from "The Planets" by Gustav Holst - you will know it from the hymn "I vow to thee, my country". You can listen to the song at this link.

Here are the lyrics of the song
Jesus, the Man of wonders, of miracle and sign,
Revealed on earth among us authority divine.
And yet he was delivered to death by sinful man;
Was crucified and suffered, according to God’s plan.
But death could never chain him, in agony and strife;
The grave could not retain him; God raised him up to life.
Jesus the King, anointed as prophecy foretold,
The Christ, the Son of David, would every heart enfold.
For we are not abandoned to die and to decay,
His resurrection opened a new and living way.      
So in our song we raise him, together with one voice,
In hope eternal praise him, with confidence rejoice.
Jesus the Lord is seated at God the Father’s side;
All enemies defeated, his name is glorified.
He pours the Holy Spirit on all who will believe:
Repenting we inherit, forgiven we receive.
Now we proclaim his story: the Man who chose to die;
The King who reigns in glory; Jesus the Lord on high!
 CCLI Song Number: 6525323
Words © Copyright 2013 Three Legged Music Limited
2 Cronk Cullyn, Colby, Isle of Man, IM9 4NQ, British Isles
All Rights Reserved - Used by permission CCLI Licence No 629758   

Service at Brookfield this weekend
Here are details of the services at Brookfield Church this Sunday:

St Luke / Trinity 19 Sunday 18th October 2020 Holy Communion led by Revd Clay Roundtree, Stokesley Area Dean and Vicar at St Francis of Assisi, Ingleby Barwick 
Services at Stainton and Brookfield next week
Claire Todd will announce during her Licensing Service on Tuesday the times of the services at Stainton and Brookfield next week, Trinity 20, 
25th October 2020.

We will send out an e-News Special on Tuesday evening with the details of the service times.
With all good wishes

Bob Mr R G Ardley, Ashdale House, 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough, TS8 9AU Tel:01642-284525 mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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