Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 8th March 2024
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

A note from our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, about Mothering Sunday.
Dear E-News readers.

You may know that Mothering Sunday this year is on 10th March 2024. The services at Brookfield and Stainton will be “Mothering Sunday Celebration Services” at the usual times (at Brookfield at 9:30am and Stainton at 11am). [Editor’s note: The service at 8.00am at Hilton will be a service of Holy Communion as usual].

I hope that people might bring along with them [to the service at Brookfield or Stainton] “A Postcard of my Mother Church”, the church in which they were baptised.  Of course, a literal postcard might be difficult to find but a photograph or picture or marker on a map would all be helpful.  Ideally in the service people might share something of what they have brought along and what they are glad of in their first church. 

Do you have a “postcard from your mother church” that you could bring to the Mothering Sunday service, please?

Thank you kindly,

Laura  
_____________________________________
Services in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 10th MARCH 2024 – Lent 4 – Mothering Sunday – there will be services as follows:
At 8.00am at Hilton Church – a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside. 

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church – a Mothering Sunday Celebration led by our Vicar: and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church – a Mothering Sunday Celebration also led by our Vicar.

The lessons set for Mothering Sunday that will be used in our three services are:

· Colossians 3:12-17

· Luke 2:33-35

The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 4 is given by the Revd Dr Ian McIntosh, Diocesan Director of Mission and Ministry. Ian reflects on the Gospel reading for Lent 4 (John 3:14-21). The Reflection can be found at this link.


 
On Tuesday 12th March 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.


On Tuesday 12th March 2024 at 2.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room there will be the fourth session of our Lent Course.

On Tuesday 12th March 2024 at 7.00pm in Brookfield Church Hall Lounge there will be the fourth session of our Lent Course.


On Wednesday 13th March 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

_____________________________________
On Sunday 17th March 2024 - Lent 5 – Passion Sunday – there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church – a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Lay Minister.

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church – a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside: and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church – a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar will also preside.

 
The lessons set for Lent 5 are:

· Jeremiah 31:31-34

· Psalm 51:1-13 or Psalm 119:9-16

· Hebrews 5:5-10

· John 12:20-33

The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 5 will be available at this link in due course from about the Thursday of the preceding week. 


On Tuesday 19th March 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Prayer Gathering.
 
On Tuesday 19th March 2024 at 2.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room there will be the fifth (last) session of our Lent Course.

On Tuesday 19th March 2024 at 7.00pm in Brookfield Church Hall Lounge there will be the fifth (last) session of our Lent Course.


On Wednesday 20th March 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

_____________________________________
Stainton with Hemlington Annual Meetings 2024
The 2024 Annual Meetings for our Parish – the Meeting of Parishioners (MoP) to elect the Churchwardens and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) to elect some PCC Members and receive the 2023 Annual Accounts and 2023 Annual Report – will be held in Stainton Church on Sunday 28th April 2024 immediately after the 11.00am service that day. Fuller details are available at this link.
Prior to the Meetings the Church Electoral Roll for 2019-2025, which is a list of Church Members, will be Revised. The formal notice about this Revision is on the notice board in the Church porch. The Revision will begin on Saturday 23rd March 2024 and end on Saturday 4th April 2024. As this is just a Revision of the Roll those members already on the Roll need do nothing about the Revision as they will stay on the Roll. 
Important note: Any e-News reader who considers themselves a member of Stainton Church is invited to apply to have their name added to the Roll – it is not necessary to wait for the start of the Revision to join the Roll, you can do that any time now! Application forms to join the Roll are available in Stainton Church or can be downloaded from the Annual Meeting page on the website. 
For the sake of completeness your Editor is pleased to provide the details of the Annual Meetings for Hilton and for Brookfield:
The Hilton Meetings will be held at 2.00pm in Hilton Church on Monday 29th April 2024.
The Brookfield Meetings will be held at 11.00am in Brookfield Church Hall on Sunday 12th May 2024 after the 9.30am service that day.
_____________________________________
Please continue to pray …..
For Syria and Türkiye (Turkey)
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Please pray for the people of Türkiye and Syria who have been affected by the earthquakes on 6th February 2023.
_____________________________________
… for Israel and Palestine   
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For an end to the war which is causing so much loss of life and destruction. 

Here is a prayer from Lynn Green, General Secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain.

Lord God,
It is with shock and horror we witness the devastating violence and loss of life in Israel-Palestine over recent days.
 
We come to you as the source of all comfort asking that you send your Spirit to surround and uphold all those who are grieving, all those who are suffering, all those in fear, and all those in captivity. May the arms of comfort and compassion, overwhelm the arms of war.
 
We come to you as the source of all peace asking that you send your Spirit to strengthen and uphold those pursuing an end to violence, embolden those with a heart for truth and justice, and amplify voices of wisdom and restraint. May the light of peace and reconciliation, overwhelm the darkness of destruction.
 
We come to you as the source of all hope, asking that you send your Spirit to bring about a future, where neighbours embrace despite their differences, where love conquers hate, humility surpasses pride, and where forgiveness is treasured as a fundamental strength. May the hope of a day when weapons of conflict will be transformed into tools of reconciliation be realised soon, so there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things will have passed away.
 
Amen

 ___________________________
…. and for Ukraine
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Pray for an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine. Here is a prayer from the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
God of all, with alarm and concern we bring before you the war in Ukraine.

In a world you made for peace and flourishing, we lament the use of armed force.

We mourn every casualty of this conflict, every precious life extinguished by war. We pray comfort for those who grieve and those who are fearful.

Hear our longing that leaders and nations will honour the worth of all people by having the courage to resolve conflict through dialogue.

May all our human failings be transformed by your wonderful grace and goodness.

We ask this in the name of Christ, the author of peace and sustainer of Creation.

Amen.
_______________________________

Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Revitalise (*) is the Diocesan “Growing Health Churches” programme which seeks to help us be a viable flourishing presence into the future.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek your will.
Teach us to be more like you, Christ
Abiding in you and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

(*) You can read more about Revitalise in the Archbishop’s address to the July 2023 Diocesan Synod meeting at this link.
______________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________
With all good wishes to you

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 

26 Meldyke Lane, 

Stainton, 

Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
 

Tel: 01642-284525 
 


E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com
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