Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 1st March 2024
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.
A note from our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, about Mothering Sunday.
Dear E-News readers.

You may know that Mothering Sunday this year is on 10th March 2024. The services at Brookfield and Stainton will be “Mothering Sunday Celebration Services” at the usual times (at Brookfield at 9:30am and Stainton at 11am). [Editor’s note: The service at 8.00am at Hilton will be a service of Holy Communion as usual].

I hope that people might bring along with them [to the service at Brookfield or Stainton] 'A Postcard of my Mother Church', the church in which they were baptised.  Of course, a literal postcard might be difficult to find but a photograph or picture or marker on a map would all be helpful.  Ideally in the service people might share something of what they have brought along and what they are glad of in their first church. 
Do you have a “postcard from your mother church” that you could bring to the Mothering Sunday service, please?
Thank you kindly,
Laura  

_____________________________________

World Day of Prayer (WDP) – Friday 1st March 2024

Today, 1st March 2024, is World Day of Prayer. Around the world many WDP Groups will be holding services to celebrate their commitment to promoting prayerful living and worship for men, women and young people and helping raise awareness of the lives and concerns of others throughout the world.

The theme of the WDP service this year is from Ephesians 4: 1 – 6. “I beg you, bear with one another in love.” The service was written by a group of Palestinian Christian women before the current conflict and deals with their own personal experiences. Their hope was to encourage and inspire other women around the world to bear with one another in troubled times. As has often happened before, this year’s service has been overtaken by a tragic set of events.

You can find out more from the WDP – England, Wales and Northern Ireland website.
_____________________________________

Services in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 3rd March 2024 - Lent 3 – there will be a single Church Family (Plurality) service of Holy Communion at Stainton Church at which Revd Laura Wild will preside.
Note: there will NOT be a service at Hilton Church or at Brookfield Church on that day.

 
The lessons set for Lent 3 are:

· Exodus 20:1-17

· Psalm 19:1-end

· 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

· John 2:13-22
The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 3 is given by the Rt Revd Dr John Thomson, Bishop of Selby. Bishop John reflects on the Gospel reading for Lent 3 (John 2:13-22). The Reflection can be found at this link.


On Tuesday 5th March 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Prayer Gathering.
 
On Tuesday 5th March 2024 at 2.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room there will be the third session of our Lent Course.

On Tuesday 5th March 2024 at 7.00pm in Brookfield Church Hall Lounge there will be the third session of our Lent Course.


On Wednesday 6th March 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

_____________________________________

On Sunday 10th MARCH 2024 – Lent 4 – Mothering Sunday – there will be services as follows:

At 8.00am at Hilton Church – a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside. 


At 9.30am at Brookfield Church – a Mothering Sunday Celebration led by our Vicar: and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church – a Mothering Sunday Celebration also led by our Vicar.
The lessons set for Mothering Sunday that will be used in our three services are:

· Colossians 3:12-17
· Luke 2:33-35
The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 4 / Mothering Sunday will be available at this link in due course from about the Thursday of the preceding week. 


 
On Tuesday 12th March 2024 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.


On Tuesday 12th March 2024 at 2.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room there will be the fourth session of our Lent Course.

On Tuesday 12th March 2024 at 7.00pm in Brookfield Church Hall Lounge there will be the fourth session of our Lent Course.


On Wednesday 13th March 2024 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.


_____________________________________
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Lent – Preparing for Easter

We observe Lent during the 40-day period running from Ash Wednesday (this year on 14th February 2024) leading up to Easter (this year on 31st March 2024).
We are holding a Lent Study Course comprising five one-hour sessions held on Tuesdays over a five-week period as follows:

· 20th February and 27th February;

· 5th March, 12th March; and 19th March

The study sessions will be 

· at 2.00pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; and 

· at 7.00pm in Brookfield Church Hall Lounge. 
The Course will be based on “Healing and Hope in the One Household of God”, the 2024 Lent Study Guide from the Christian Charity EMBRACE the Middle East (formerly The Bible Lands Society). Copies of the book are (still) available at the sessions.
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We would love you to journey with us this Lent as we reflect on Jesus' message of healing and hope. What does it mean for our lives today and how can we invite healing and hope to rule in our hearts, our homes and our world?
_____________________________________
Stainton with Hemlington Annual Meetings 2024

The 2024 Annual Meetings for our Parish – the Meeting of Parishioners (MoP) to elect the Churchwardens and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) to elect some PCC Members and receive the 2023 Annual Accounts and 2023 Annual Report – will be held in Stainton Church on Sunday 28th April 2024 immediately after the 11.00am service that day. Fuller details are available at this link.

Prior to the Meetings the Church Electoral Roll for 2019-2025, which is in effect a list of Church Members, will be Revised. The formal notice about this Revision is on the notice board in the Church porch. The Revision will begin on Saturday 23rd March 2024 and end on Saturday 4th April 2024. As this is just a Revision of the Roll those members already on the Roll need do nothing about the Revision as they will stay on the Roll. 
Any e-News reader who considers themselves a member of Stainton Church is invited to apply to have their name added to the Roll – it is not necessary to wait for the start of the Revision to join the Roll, you can do that any time now! A PDF copy of the application form can be downloaded from the Annual Meeting page on the website. 

For the sake of completeness your Editor is pleased to provide the details of the Annual Meetings for Hilton and for Brookfield:

The Hilton Meetings will be held at 2.00pm in Hilton Church on Monday 29th April 2024.

The Brookfield Meetings will be held at 11.00am in Brookfield Church Hall on Sunday 12th May 2024 after the 9.30am service that day.
_____________________________________

Please continue to pray …..

For Syria and Türkiye (Turkey)

[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]Cx





Please pray for the people of Türkiye and Syria who have been affected by the earthquakes on 6th February 2023.
Here is a prayer from the Anglican Diocese in Europe:
We pray for the people of Central Turkey and Northwest Syria, whose lives have been devastated by the earthquake.

Be present, O Lord, our Good Shepherd, to bring comfort, relief, shelter and human kindness. Shield the people who suffer, console those who are bereaved, prosper the provision of relief, strengthen the work of emergency teams, and shine your light and hope in the midst of despair.

We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
_____________________________________
… for Israel and Palestine   
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For and end to the war which is causing so much loss of life and destruction. 
Here is a prayer from “World Day of Prayer – Palestine” prepared for the World Day of Prayer International Committee and taken from their Facebook page (please see their Post of 2nd December 2023).
Prayer for Gaza

Written by Students and Faculty at the Bethlehem Bible College – Nov, 2023

Shared at the WDPIC Global Conversation, “Let’s Talk with WDP Palestine” - Dec 2, 2023

My God and my Lord, we know that you are here now, and yesterday you were, and tomorrow you will be, and forever. Your presence is our security and our peace. Our trust in you is without limits. You are the Lord of every oppressed and needy person.
Lord, fill with your mercy every child who has lost a hand or a leg. For all the little children in Gaza who lost their parents, please send your angels to look after them.
We pray for the Palestinian mothers and fathers in Gaza who stand in the midst of chaos, powerlessness, looking for a safe shelter for their children. We pray for strength to uphold the mothers’ and fathers' spirits.
May your love be a beacon of hope, a refuge for their weary souls. Grant them resilience, oh Lord. Wrap them in your protective embrace, and lead them to a place of peace, where their bare feet find rest and warmth. 
Look with the eyes of your divine providence upon your people in Gaza and Palestine, and all who call on your name in these difficult times. Keep them in peace and security with your grace. Keep all evil plots away from us. Send your angels to protect your people against any evil strikes. Plant in us your peace that surpasses all understanding. 
Gracious God, for all suffering today in Gaza, heal their hearts and transform their minds. Allow them to experience your presence in their lives. Make them understand the wisdom from their suffering. 
Dear Lord, there are no words to say. Our hearts are broken, but we trust in you, dear Lord of love and justice. Please be with us - give us the real peace.
Holy Spirit, comfort us, and distinguish between good and evil. Goodness comes from the Most Holy Lord. We need this unconditional love. Plants in us hearts of love, so peace can prevail. 
Amen.

 ___________________________
…. and for Ukraine
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Pray for an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine. 
Here is a prayer from Christina Laschenko, Churchwarden of Christ Church in Kyiv, Ukraine, written to commemorate two years of full-scale war in her home country. (Source: Diocese in Europe website 20/2/2024).
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, in this time of war in our land we call to you and pray…

· We pray that you will draw us together and unite us in the love of Christ that we may proclaim with one voice your justice and righteousness in a broken world. We pray for peace, reconciliation and healing in the places of war, hatred and crucifixion.
· We pray for those civilians who have suffered and will suffer, whether directly through war or because of the economic and political consequences of war. We pray for those who have fled their homes, and for those unable to leave their homes. We also pray for those unable to leave the cities that had become battle sites. We pray for many who are fearful, and do not know what the future holds.

· We specifically pray for the victims of ecocide and destruction in the regions close to battlefields: people, creatures, and natural environment. We pray that joint effort and wise actions would allow to minimize the consequences and prevent more dangers for people, creatures and nature because of the landmines and chemicals having polluted our land because of the war.

· We commend into God's hands the tragedy and futility of war, of those who have died, and those who love them. Receive those fallen in battle, and all innocents who have died: surround their loved ones with compassion and give them a patient faith.

· Sustain the anxious and fearful; and renew them with courage from on high. Comfort all worried families, whose loved ones are in danger: surround them with your love, protect them from all harm. Be with the sick and wounded, stand by all prisoners and captives: let your mercy be shown to all, and your power to heal and save.

· We pray for the victory of truth, right-ness, justice, mercy and peace. Confirm what is founded on truth and establish your love in our hearts: that justice may abound on the Earth, and all peoples rejoice in your peace.
Amen.
_________________________________

Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Revitalise (*) is the Diocesan “Growing Health Churches” programme which seeks to help us be a viable flourishing presence into the future.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek your will.
Teach us to be more like you, Christ
Abiding in you and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

(*) You can read more about Revitalise in the Archbishop’s address to the July 2023 Diocesan Synod meeting at this link.
______________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:
Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________
With all good wishes to you
Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
 
Tel: 01642-284525 
 

E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com
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